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“While government by the deliberation of legislative 
bodies is not so prompt, and sometimes not so efficient, 
as the government of one or a few, yet it is not so liable 
to make the capital mistakes and the irrevocable blun- 
ders that have condemned absolutisms in the eyes of 
civilization.” 


—J. G. Cannon to the Sixty-first Congress, 
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The Noblest Roman 





“Uncte Jor” Cannon had an extraordinary number of friends. 
He survives in fame as a tyrant, bursting with mean stratagems, 
but until his sunset years, he was tolerant, benign, and fair. Those 
qualities won him the popularity which he exploited so curiously 
after three score ten for unexpected political ends. Even when 
he is recalled as the despot who made his whim fiat in Washing- 
ton, his attractiveness dilates with each passing day for Americans 
of this mid-century era—considering that we live in disordered 
uncertainty whether life has any meaning and, if it has, in con- 
fusion whether it means that individual men should submerge 
their personal aspirations in order to assist their fellows to realize 
the combined mass wish of all. Cannon had serene conviction. He 
lived in the blessed state of knowing without doubting what he 
wanted for himself and his country. Yet oddly, Cannon can be 
thanked, or blamed, as much as any man for the sense of con- 
fusion that now bewilders us. 

The evidence of the friendly feeling he aroused in his con- 
temporaries is abundant. On his seventieth birthday his ad- 
mirers at the Capitol gave him a party in the ballroom of the 
Arlington Hotel. Everybody who counted in politics in Washing- 
ton was present. More to the point, the guests showed up be- 
cause they liked him as a person, not merely because they 
respected or feared his position as Speaker of the House of Repre- 
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4 
sentatives (except a few like President Theodore Roosevelt, who 
forced himself to bow to Cannon from a sense of discretion). By 
midnight, when the. sandwiches were curling and the whiskey 
was gone, Cannon had shaken 1,000 hands, Cannon was a Republi- 
can, but Democrats crowded the ballroom, By the old man’s side 
in the receiving line stood Albert Sydney Burleson, a Democrat 
from Texas, who later joined Woodrow Wilson's Cabinet as Post- 
master General. The room was decorated plainly, to suit Can- 
non’s simple taste, but the atmosphere danced with good spirit. 
Cannon stood under red, white, and blue silk streamers which, 
fluttering in the breeze of an electric fan, bore this legend in gold 
letters: THE NOBLEST ROMAN OF THEM ALL. The guests applauded 
the sentiment. 

Tn those days, in 1906, the Congressmen were so fond of John 
Joseph Gurney Cannon that they dared to express their goodwill 
in burlesque. Cannon was presiding over the House on a soggy 
June day about eight weeks after the birthday reception. He lolled 
in a high-backed chair, the homely seat of authority for the 
Speaker, as he fingered his gavel and gazed heavy-lidded at the 
streaks of sunlight pouring through the ochre-tinted glass roof 
of the chamber. At his elbow stood the invaluable Asher Crosby 
Hinds, his parliamentarian, who advised him on the precedents 
for any knotty situation on the floor, The galleries were full, and 
an air of expectancy hung over the hall. The last hours of the 
Congressional session had come. The day's meeting would end 
in adjournment sine die, A dozen whispered conversations filled 
the toom with a kind of soft noisiness, They ceased suddenly when 
without warning, the entire Democratic membershi t ic 
ikGariaa 7 rship rose to their 

on hit the desk with the gavel to demand order, b 
the sound was overwhelmed by a screech of aaa 
ine meeting Rc Ny ech of song from the stand- 
eae i§ at Cannon, they shouted some homemade 

Everybody works but 

And he loots around at ae 
Presiding in his office : 
Tn a fascinatin ig Way. 


He's supposed to be th 
u ie Speak. 
But Hinds is the whole coe. -. 
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Everybody works in our House 
But Uncle Joe. 


When the song was over, Cannon joined the Republicans and 
the visitors in the gallery in laughing with the Democratic glee- 
men. The joke pleased the Speaker, who, everybody knew, spent 
long hours at work in his office across the hall from the House 
Chamber while various substitutes held the chair. The verses 
underscored his high standing in a community where friendship 
sometimes showed itself in teasing humor. 

He valued friendship. Sometimes he was a little tart, and he 
gave a sharp tongue to what and whom he did not like, He irked 
or enraged a great many persons, but he was a sociable man and 
always good company, especially for those who-could easily bear 
the habits of swearing and spitting which he had kept from his 
frontier days along Sugar Creek in the Wabash country. In those 
days many an old man had a sandbox by his chair. President 
Roosevelt advised his daughter Alice never to stand between Can- 
non and cuspidor. She played poker with him one evening, and 
it revolted her to hear him ask his host to place an umbrella stand 
by his chair, since there was no spittoon. But for every man and 
woman who shuddered at such coarseness, there was another who 
laughed and cheered him for keeping alive the strong mannerisms 
of the heroic age of pioneers. 

The old man attracted goodwill by his comic qualities. He 
was both humorous and witty. “With the possible exception of 
John Quincy Adams, no one ever entertained the House better,” 
an historian of Congress, de Alva Stanwood Alexander, wrote 
long after Cannon’s era of greatness. His natural appearance at 
seventy was serious and intelligent. He was a roughly handsome 
man of middle height, lean as a greyhound. He had a well-shaped 
narrow face, dominated by a gaunt aquiline nose set between 
shrewd, alert blue eyes above ruddy cheeks fringed with a short 
white beard, which was stained brown at the edges by 10,000 
cigars. He could be graceful in manner, but despite the many years 
he had spent among cultivated men and women in Washington, 
he still dressed and behaved a good deal like a Wabash rube. That 

enlarged his comic reputation. 

On his head he kept a disreputable-looking smashed black or 
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i eenish with age along the brim where it 
grey at heehiatich sloping forehead, He wore it at his desk 
ag well as on the street. His rumpled black suits actually were 
well cut and cost money, but he dared not admit it. His tailor 
sewed him a new outfit each autumn from cloth made by hand on 
looms in Aiken, South Carolina, where he bought the goods for 
sentimental reasons, because some of his Quaker ancestors had 
lived near there about the time of the Battle of King’s Mountain. 
He consciously strove to give the appearance of untidiness because 
he feared his farmer constituents would not send him back to 
Congress if he strutted among them in well-brushed clothes that 
fit him nicely. Long ago he had read a sartorial lesson in the fate 
of President Chester A. Arthur, Although Arthur served com- 
petently in the White House after the murder of Garfield, the 
Republican Party in 1884 refused to nominate him for a full 
term as President. Thus they ended his political career. He was 
a dude, “Arthur was defeated by his trousers,” Cannon said. Of 
course, it was not wholly true. Arthur lost out to stronger rivals in 
a contest for power. But Cannon let his own trousers sag about the 
gaiter tops like a showboat clown’s. 

_ The newspapers exaggerated Cannon’s mannerisms and made 
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them famous everywhere, It was in keeping with his reputation 
that he cooled himself in the midst of a campaign speech on a 
hot day by dousing his head and back with the ice water from a 
gallon pitcher, Tales about his profanity excited laughter, and 
storytellers often chose Cannon arbitrarily as the hero for their 
blasphemous anecdotes, The New York World assured its readers 


that the Speaker said, “Hell,” t i 
Lipa eciiterae. ell,” to a clergyman in 1906 under the fol- 
For the two hundredth time Cannon opened a session of the 


House by stating: “The hour of noon having arrived, the Chaplain 


offer prayer.” Henry N. Couden, the bli i 
Tost his sight at Shiloh, prayed as the eae 
while Cannon though: 
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Cannon tickled a nation which still found amusement in the 
cracker-barrel writings and weird orthography of Josh Billings 
and Petroleum V. Nasby. Like the heroes of the fables spun by 
those two, the Speaker was a smart freshwater man who could 
take the count of the city slicker every time. He had no use for 
urban rhetoric. “There is no information in declamation,” he 
once said. Plain, unvarnished, sincere, he was among orators what 
the primitive is among painters. He favored brevity. To a ninety- 
minute talk he gave a ninety-second reply. He put over his points 
by roughly skillful ridicule. Representative John Wesley Gaines, 
an orotund declaimer from Tennessee, protested bitterly to the 
House because President Roosevelt did not know what had be- 
come of a sideboard which some anti-alcohol women of Tennessee 
had given Mrs. Rutherford B. Hayes almost thirty years earlier 
in gratitude for her teetotal sentiments. She had left it in the 
White House for her husband's successors, “My God, Mr. Speaker, 
where is that sideboard now?” cried Gaines. The issue died when 
Cannon said; “Mr. Speaker, we are told that in the early days of 
the Republic, Abigail Adams hung out her washing in the East 
Room of the White House. My God, Mr. Speaker, where is that 
clothesline now?” 

Whenever he addressed the House before he became Speaker, 
he commonly gave most of his talk in shirtsleeves, even in winter, 
because the heat of his exertions in debate drove him to tear off 
his coat and even his collar before he was fairly started. In the 
excitement of speaking he would beat the air with his left fist. 
Once when Cannon asked Representative Sunset Cox to yield to 
him during a debate in the House, Cox agreed with the provision 
that Cannon must keep his hands in his pockets, For two minutes 
Cannon met the requirement. Then out flashed his left hand, 
Cox called, “Time,” while the other members laughed and called 
to Cox to let Cannon go on. He habitually, threw himself about 
the chamber as he ground out the words in his thin, tireless voice. 
Pirouetting on his small feet with the jerky movements) of an 
arthritic dancer, he capered along the aisles of the [House with a 
series of wild gestures. He invariably marked his climax by lock- 
ing together the little fingers of his left and right hands. He would 
bend and struggle to free them while his face reddened and the 
sentences flowed on without interruption, The account of the 





TYRANT FROM ILLINOIS 


say match of Cannon's fingers became on? and ed 
cea . Congress to Congress. Some years after 
told in Seed Speck Peter Johnston Otey, a land buyer 
bo Lynchburg, Virginia, with a gift for imitation, made him- 
self a favored entertainer of the House by putting on Cannon's 
dance of the fingers. Otey amused Cannon as well as Cannon’s 
ra ceeiy was not the heart of Cannon. While his humor 
attracted people, what held them was his frankness and fair- 
ness, He faced reality openly. In 1890, a month after his con- 
stituents voted him temporarily out of Congress, he met two de- 
feated colleagues at the bar of the Grand Pacific Hotel in Chicago, 
Major William McKinley of Ohio (President a few years later) 
and Senator Thomas Carter of Montana. Cannon’s friends 
shrugged off their loss. Carter said it suited him to get out of 
Congress at last. McKinley said he was glad it had happened 
that way. Cannon stuck a pin in those gassy balloons. “That’s what 
Tam saying to everyone else,” he said, “but, boys, don’t let’s lie 
to one another.” 

Democrats trusted him because he lacked pretense. “He is 
nearly always wrong, but there is no sham in him,” John Sharp 
Williams, the Democratic leader in the House, said. “I believe 
in consultin’ the boys, findin’ out what most of ’em want, and 
then goin’ ahead and doin’ it,” Cannon told an interviewer for 
Review of Reviews soon after he was first elected Speaker in 1903, 
because the Speaker is the servant, not the master, of the House.” 
He expatiated on his attitude to John Sharp Williams. With 
oe obtuseness, Williams said, “Mr. Speaker, I will always 
“John. are i fair as I believe you will be.” Cannon replied, 
aes Beate he fair as I can consistent with the exi- 

members who were not entertained by Cannon’s humor 
Pe eee fad a special reason for honoring him. 
sditcesn, delivered ery oO} the Congressmen. By one passionate 
ing, he had iieaiey Renee fire at three o'clock in the morn- 
and the Representatives did not ftraee: ces oe Satate 
declaration of independence arose from a difference be- 


tween Cannon Pa 
olina. Tillman Si ia ator Benjamin Ryan Tillman of South Car- 


t the Federal Government owed South Car- 


THE NOBLEST ROMAN 9 


olina $47,245.77 for expenditures made by the State on behalf of 
the Nation during the war of 1812. Cannon placed the debt at 
thirty-four cents. On March 1, 1903, Tillman, an irascible farmer 
who once had promised his constituents that he would stick his 
pitchfork into the ribs of President Grover Cleveland, promised 
to filibuster against every bill before Congress if South Carolina’s 
claims were not allowed in the Sundry Civil Service Bill. The 
threat was ominous. The Fifty-seventh Congress would end auto- 
matically on March 4. Appropriations bills had to be passed be- 
fore adjournment or the executive branch of the government could 
not operate. The House refused to grant Pitchfork Ben his $47,000. 
The Senators, however, surrendered to him because their rules, 
requiring the unanimous consent of all members for the consider- 
ation of a measure, did permit one Senator to halt the proceedings. 

When the news reached the House early in the morning of 
March 4 that the Senate had passed Tillman’s bill, Cannon took 
the floor. The light of the moon, almost ready to set, seeped thinly 
into the House Chamber. The Representatives slouched sleepily 
at their desks, but Cannon brought them awake in a hurry. Red- 
faced, thrusting his left hand at the air like a wobbly swordsman, 
he poured forth his resentment of the Senate, which, he warned, 
“must change its method of procedure, or our body, backed up 
by the people, will compel this change.” 


I am getting to be a somewhat aged man. I pray God that my life 
may be spared until an intelligent and a righteous sentiment, north 
and south, pervading both of the great parties, will lash anybody into 
obedience to the right of the majority to rule. 


The speech did not save the Treasury from Tillman’s raid. But 
it led to a change in the relationship of House and Senate. During 
the summer recess a few months afterward William Boyd Allison 
of Iowa, one of the Republican leaders in the Senate, went out 
to Illinois to ask Cannon what sort of legislative program he thought 
the Republican Party ought to lay before the next Congress. Un- 
til then Senators had been instructing, not asking, Representatives 
what to do. Allison’s visit meant the triumph was complete. The 
effects of Cannon’s rebellion slowly spread far beyond the Capitol. 
Uncle Joe put his colleagues at ease in their home communities. 
By elevating them from their roles as Washington lackeys to the 
Senators, he gave them what he himself already enjoyed, some 
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ir State machines, which usually were man- 
ctor the men for whom the Senators fronted. 
ie ae so easy thereafter as it had been previously for a Sen- 
ator to tell a man when he could or could not run for Congress. 
Before the Representatives could foresee that happy development, 
in the dim hour between midnight and dawn on March 4 Can- 
non's colleagues clapped thunderously for him, and they elected 
him Speaker when the next Congress opened. After that only 
_ President Roosevelt outranked him among the Republicans, as a 
result of the decline of the Senate, but until he was seventy Can- 
non used his authority gently. J. Adam Bede, a Representative 
from Minnesota, wrote in those days that the Speaker was “unique 
and kindly,” His fairness drew tears from John Sharp Williams, a 
sentimental Mississippian who rejoiced at signs of decency in men. 


_ It was for Cannon the humorist, Cannon the shamless, Can- 
non the liberator that the Democrats sang on adjournment-day 
more than three years after the fracas with Tillman. The thought 
of the demonstration still warmed him when, the day after adjourn- 
ment, he boarded the steam cars for the West at the dingy old 
B Street station where Guiteau had shot Garfield during Cannon’s 
fifth term in Congress. He headed for his home town, Danville, 
Illinois, where he intended to take it easy on Independence Day 
setting off devil-chasers and four-inchers with his two little grand- 
daughters. He was a widower, but he was not neglected and alone. 

His admirers extended far beyond Congress. In his back pocket 
he carried a letter from a citizen in St, Louis. “Say, Uncle Joe, 
the fellows down here are hollering for you for President,” it said. 
oe ae dee om ae B. Chapin, a news- 

, Lionois; ie country Owes you a 
term in the White House, and I want to sce you tte it.” By his 
keh had gained a strong political following, at the very 
ent his political opinions were going out of fashion. As he 
arture from Washington, the thought that 
took hi a 
mbmene ae ee to see him again in the autumn, 
Joe of aio Precisely that Cannon, The Uncle 
who cies ek day was still a modest man, and the Cannon 
tance and paraded ip on PiuoUS advantage of his own impor- 
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Heroes and Villains 








THE sEEps of the new Cannon had already begun to sprout, in- 
visibly, before the birthday party. The Washington he was leav- 
ing after adjournment had been filled with a complaining clamor, 
and Cannon disliked the din. From the Speaker's chair it had 
grown clear that 1906 was a year of discontent. People were 
pushing their troubles off on Washington. The Capitol appeared 
to have been moved to a valley like the bottom of a cup, with all 
of America rising around it and cascades tumbling down from 
every height—cascades not of water but of half-baked and full- 
fledged reform ideas, statements of personal problems, suggestions 
for improvement, fulmination against lack of improvement, pleas 
by consumers, criticisms of the state of the nation, denunciations 
of the great men of the nation, requests for soft jobs, petitions for 
funds, and above all calls for new laws to get rid of old injustices, 
This outpouring of dissatisfaction with the economic customs of 
the day was planting in some people a sense of desperate impatience 
with the special conception of a perfect America which Cannon 
had come to cherish, The cure prescribed by the malcontents was 
extension of the powers of the federal government to control the 
economic affairs of individuals. Cannon thought the government 
reached far enough already. “I am god-damned tired of listening 
to all this babble for reform,” he said. The state of the nation suited 


him. “America is a hell of a success,” he said. Why tinker with it? 
11 
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a tion raining on Washington angered him, and he meant 
tobalt it and the reformers sought the same goal. They both 

ete to e the American opportunity system. But Can- 


= ought that opportunity flowed from self-reliance. He was 
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of Paul Bunyan’s America, a bountiful, boastful 
Jand, the scene of gigantic feats and eee ements by men 
who ‘went about their affairs without much restraint from public 
officials, Nobody told Paul Bunyan where to get off, and nobody 
hel ped hin along. It had not been the custom to cry, Help! to 
Congress in every difficulty when the citizens of eastern Illinois 
iirty-three years earlier had sent Cannon, then a red-whiskered 
hick “with hay in his hair,” as he himself recalled it, to the Capitol 
as Representative for the first time. He abided still by what he 
had said thirty years earlier, that the function of the federal goy- 
emment “is to afford protection to life, liberty, and property under 
the Constitution, and when that is done by a wise legislature, then 
let every tub stand on its own bottom, let every citizen root hog 
or die,” 

‘In those thirty years the United States had left the Age of 
Great Expectations and entered the Age of Uncertainty. Cannon 
at seyenty was witnessing the climax to the era of economic ex- 
pansion inaugurated by the surrender at Appomattox. After the 
Civil War, industry grew and flourished. Invention speeded the 
wheels in the factories, eased the work of the farmers, and put 
new comforts into the home. The visible aspects of the American 
way of life changed so swiftly that Uncle Joe had remarked, “in a 
life of some three score years, living in a period when you measure 
time by events instead of years, I have lived one thousand years.’ 
Yet the wonderful process of development was itself the creator 
Zeenat aperuntry in 1906 was paying dearly for the 

le rewards for acumen and ruthlessness in business had 

Grown to exceed the rewards known to the Western world in any 
ree oan Sea of the Renaissance were making 

: lorified Venice and Florence. The price was 
ecm. The gulf between those who Rsasaded in busi- 

Ba eae one ee not make a living at business had become 

see'clearl tigen ons on the poor man’s side of the gulf could 
y ey had a life distinct and apart from the money- 


the politician 
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makers. From their distinct life flowed distinct interests, and the 
satisfaction of those interests they sought from Washington. Their 
discontent was the social fee which the nation paid for economic 
improyement. 

The ulf was still widening in 1906. Business was strengthen- 
ing itself by fortifying the trusts. Speeches in the Congressional 
Record, Cannon's favorite reading matter, reported that the com- 
mon run of manufacturers owed fealty to the railway trust, and 
that tobacco growers and small retailers and small and big con- 
sumers were the vassals of the tobacco trust. The sugar trust and 
the steel trust gripped home, farm, and factory. Disturbed by the 
power of those monopoly corporations, indignant men were suf- 
fering a sort of delirium, in which they could see the walls of a 
room closing in upon them. The attempt which Theodore Roose- 
velt had made to talk big business into behaving nicely was fail- 
ing. At his recommendation, Congress in 1908 created the Bureau 
of Corporations, which had the authority to collect and to pub- 
lish information about American business, But a year later John 
Moody’s book, Truth About the Trusts, a sober statistical analysis 
of American economic phenomena, concluded that the restraints 
which the government then could legally apply to business would 
no more halt the growth of monopoly than the shout of a sea cap- 
tain could turn aside the northwest wind. The hour seemed near 
when no space would be left in America for individuals outside 
the trust system to make a decent living and to get ahead and 
hope for contentment. It looked to some as though America was 
losing its wonderful flexibility, which made it easy for a man to 
move from one economic and social stratum to another, and which, 
under the general label of “opportunity,” accounted for the de- 
velopment of the U.S.A. from a sparse society scattered through 
a few isolated settlements on the Atlantic coast to a mighty nation 
filling half a continent. 

Senator Robert M. LaFollette of Wisconsin said that the trusts 
would murder the American ideal of “equal opportunity for all 
in industrial development.” He and his followers from the farm- 
ing states in the Western plains and forest region felt the power 
of monopoly in the railroads, which, like a storm that waters the 
crops at the same time it blows away the barn, both blessed and 
harmed the men of the plains and far prairies. The tangled finan- 
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i fa 
Bs ae the railroads’ owners gave the train lines them- 
ei enections oF 8 of monopolies, and the policies of the lines 


a faite trend toward monopoly in other businesses. Rail- 


s supported the meat mono ly by limiting the number of 
7 nics eerie for owing the packers’ produce from 
stockyards to butcher shops in distant cities. One railroad man 
fall Street, E. R. Harriman, managed a considerable segment 
of trans-Mississippi America by his majority ownership of the 
‘Union Pacific and his minority control of the Santa Fe, the Alton, 
he Southern Pacific, and the Baltimore and Ohio. The scope of 
t empire increased in 1906 when President Stuyvesant Fish of 
the Ilinois Central,surrendered to Harriman full control of his 
ine, which competed with Harriman’s Alton and, like a steel spine 
for America, joined the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. Pres- 
ident Roosevelt informed Congress on May 4, 1906, that many 
‘railroads were giving Standard Oil a preferential rate for the haui- 
‘ing of tank cars which enabled that petroleum monopoly to profit 
heavily at the expense of its rivals and the public, “There is not 
an independent oil company in the United States . . . that does 
‘not fear the Standard Oil monopoly,” LaFollette announced to the 
Senate a month after Cannon’s birthday party. Standard controlled 
the pipelines through which its competitors moved their oil from 
refinery to market. Appalled by such conditions, LaFollette in the 
‘spring of 1906 summed up the case for change: 










_ Against the natural laws of trade and commerce is set the arbitrary 
will of a few masters of special privilege. Between railroads and other 
monopolies controlling great natural resources and most of the neces- 
sae of life there exists a “community of interests” in all cases and an 
lentity of ownership in many, We have observed that these great com- 
tions are closely associated in business for business reasons; that 
ae - closely associated in politics for business reasons; that 
tie Ae = constitute a complete system; that they encroach upon 
e pul eon ae for the public good, and secure laws 


LaFollette had ol 
tune for politicians, 
cizing lumberm: 
forests, and gi 


id memories of business interests’ calling the 
. ‘Twenty-five years earlier he had been criti- 
nen in Wisconsin for grabbing land, abusing the 
ving orders to officials of the state. The lumbermen 


—  __ °° ° °° ° ° °°  —4 
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retaliated. They could not prevent his election to the House of 
Representatives in 1886. But their agent in Washington, Senator 
Philetus Sawyer, persuaded Speaker John G. Carlisle to keep La- 
Follette off the Public Lands Committee when he took his seat 
in Congress. Now the malcontents of 1906 saw bigger Sawyers on 
every hand. The political power of the corporations “is acknowl- 
edged in every county and manifest in every lawmaking body,” 
LaFollette told the Senate. “It is idle to ignore it. There exists all 
over the country a distrust of Congress, a fear that monopoly wealth 
holds the balance of power in legislation.” The shameless attitude 
of the monopolists supported the complaint. During the hearings 
ordered by the New York State Senate early in 1906 into the prac- 
tices of insurance companies, Charles Evans Hughes asked E. R. 
Harriman: “It has been charged that through your relations with 
Mr. Odell [Benjamin B. Odell, governor of New York, 1903-1905], 
you have political influence. What haye you to say to that?” Har- 
riman replied: “Well, I should think that Mr. Odell had political 
influence because of his relations with me.” 

The courts put flesh on the phantasms in the nightmares of the 
reformers. It was a tradition of the bench to weaken the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act. Hardly had it become law when the business- 
minded justices who dominated the courts during the second ad- 
ministration of Grover Cleveland actually encouraged the process 
of business combination by their decisions. On March 21, 1906, 
Judge J. Otis Humphries, in Federal District Court in Chicago, 
decided that four meat packers, Swift and Company, Armour and 
Company, the Cudahy Packing Company, and the Fairbanks Can- 
ning Company, had violated the Sherman Act. He added, however, 
that the individual officers responsible for the conduct of those 
companies were immune from prosecution under the criminal pro- 
visions of the Act. The strange judicial logic angered President 
Roosevelt, whose Department of Justice had entered the suit 
against the meat men. In vexation he sent a special message to 
Congress which stated that the “beef-packing cases offered one of 
the instances where there was not only the moral certainty that 
the accused men were guilty, but what seemed, and now seems, 
legal evidence of the fact.” He said that Judge Humphries’ deci- 
sion was a “miscarriage of justice.” The decision had a double ef- 
fect. It strengthened the confidence of the officers of corporations 
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‘were greater than Sherman’s law, but at the same time 
1 public indignation against the trusts and wealth, 
srowth of the power of the great companies and their 
So employees of the companies at a disadvantage in 
and threatened to kill their hopes for better working 
Even in small industries which competed for labor and 
s , most of the workers were afraid to join trade unions. 

1 oly rend accentuated the independence of the em. 
a F yy paid poor wages. Two-thirds of the laborers took 
| apiece a year. So the rise of the trusts prompted 


pers, the little English cigar-maker who was presi- 
‘American Federation of Labor, to petition Washington 

He requested Congress to enact laws to outlaw the use 

e injur ction in labor disputes; to require immigrants to pass 

n education test before they could move inland from Ellis Is- 
Hay feeoyes encouraged the importation of illiterate foreign 
‘workers who would accept low pay); to limit the work day to 
‘eight hours, and to require employers operating in interstate com- 
merce to pay liability to their workers who suffered injury on the 
‘job. A considerable segment of the population that had no direct 
interest in labor conditions appreciated Gompers’ problems be- 


“cause a new kind of writer, appalled by abuses in society, was 

creating dissatisfaction among persons who otherwise might have 
remained contented. 

‘The publication in the spring of 1906 of Upton Sinclair’s The 

H Jungle, an exposure of the filthy slaughtering methods in the Chi- 


‘cago | ds, goaded President Roosevelt to appoint investi- 
i a the inquiry did not hurt the economic Pion of the 
e Tee at ern as long as they had Judge Humphries 
Baa o e best-seller lists of the year in which the House 
ees, ae tothe Speakership, 1903, included two novels 
Pit (83,000 the evils running in the train of monopoly—The 

“2S copies sold by November 1903) and The Octopus (27,- 


a ) David Graham Phillips condemned the influence of business 
: eee Treason in the Senate. 
ae ne ipareryative periodicals that had no real concer for 
ing wa of eae for their readers, how the increas- 
ie canes. a usinesses and fortunes would ultimately 


New York Herald early in 1906 estimated 
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that seventy Americans each owned estates of $35,000,000 or 
more, and that 5,000 men possessed an average of $15,000,000,000, 
or one-sixteenth of the entire wealth of the United States, and 
forecast that by mid-century the millionaires would accumulate 
$50,000,000,000 or $100,000,000,000 unless barriers were put in 
their way. Charles Evans Hughes, the conservative Republican 
who became Chief Justice of the United States, recommended a 
ceiling for the wealth of insurance companies—$2,500,000,000 in 
net assets and no more. By February 1906 the moral implications 
of wealth had become so intriguing that the Cosmopolitan Maga- 
zine asked a number of leading Americans: “Does the possession 
of $1,000,000,000 by one man constitute a menace to the Republic?” 
Three answered, “No”—Charles Eliot, president of Harvard; E. 
Benjamin Andrews, chancellor of the University of Nebraska, and 
John Wanamaker, who had made more than $1,000,000 by his 
enterprise as storekeeper. But others were willing to say, “Yes’— 
Emest Crosby and the Reverend Washington Gladden, well-known 
social reformers, and Jack London. Many Americans reflected 
about such opinions, and their reflections encouraged the unrest. 

Strange intellectual support for the belief that great wealth 
might beget social immorality, by reducing millions to depend- 
ence on a few, came from some of the beneficiaries of the monopoly 
system. They allied themselves in the National Civic Federation. 
The Federation had an honest purpose. Improvement of society 
was really its goal when Mark Hanna, the wealthy, wise, and tol- 
erant friend of Cannon’s late friend, President William McKinley, 
encouraged its founding at the commencement of the twentieth 
century. It grew on the assumption that bettering of society is not 
the job of any political party or the members of any social or 
economic class, but of everybody. The Federation members had 
come by 1906, however, to include hypocrites, who privately re- 
pudiated its published sentiments, and cynics, who distracted at- 
tention from their business methods by their participation in the 
works of the Federation. But it supplied the reformers with a 
numerous claque of best people who removed the blemish of “un- 
fashionable” from their activities. 

A revulsion in the universities against the common political in- 
terpretations of the theories of Charles Darwin about natural 
selection buoyed the discontent. The great biologist had engen- 
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alias a ears that social progress was natural and 
Dist fathered the assumption that the state 
ad propress when it interfered in the economic and social 
he nation. “The struggle for life, with all its attendant 
rences of inequality and poverty, is the mainspring of ciy. 
; a foaP _ , All the blessings of life are the direct outcome of 
j that struggle, and there is no substitution for it,” an English polit. 
ical Darwinian, E. B, Miller, wrote in 1893 in the London Fort. 
F nightly at eee peep ment +8 es in Te 
Jand and the United States. Among intellectuals one preacher o 
that harsh code survived in the United States in 1906. He was 
Wi Graham Sumner, professor of social and political science 
at Yale, who contributed the following statement to the controversy 
about the concentration of wealth: 
_ ‘The millionaires are 2 product of natural selection, acting on the 
whole body of men to pick out those who can meet the requirements of 
certain work to be done. . . . It is because they are thus selected that 
‘wealth—both their own and that entrusted to them—aggregates under 
their hands. Let one of them make a mistake and see how quickly the 
concentration gives way to dispersion. They may fairly be regarded as 
the naturally elected ee, for ae ork. e 
f eae estas : Darwin by sociologists was isolating Sum- 
ner, who was an academic counterpart of “Uncle Joe” Cannon. 
In 1906 Erville Bartlett Woods is an article (pallished in the 
American Journal of Sociology in May 1907) in which he over- 
a pe oe the natural scientist was a guide to 
{ ent and political science. He denied that Darwin had dis- 
coyered a basic truth about the relations of men in society when 
he made his strictly biological observations. Darwin, he said, did 
Raa a derive from biological processes the sole criterion of 
an ee well-being. From the very outset the mission 
igdasthlo'ts oc grapple with the law of competition and as far 
fests: Ward, Se a destroy it, wrote another sociologist, 
is found re a i [of competition], as it may be called, 
Tie oe © lie athwart the path of human progress 
through eecch encouraged the reformers to seek 
. What yet another sociologist, Sidney Low, 


e “scientific control of i i, 
dof toblety for its advo Wei Social forces by the collective 
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Despite the Civic Federation and the sympathy engendered by 
the popular and academic writers, and the laws they provoked 
Congress to enact, the malcontents were seriously handicapped. 
They suffered from disunity. They were a heterogeneous lot. Be- 
sides agrarian reformers, leaders of organized labor, and the in- 
tellectuals exposing social, economic, and political sore spots in 
the nation, they included a few convinced socialists. Jack London, 
the he-man author, was describing the works of Karl Marx to 
crowds in parks in New York City. Governor Hill of New York 
wanted to nationalize the coal mines. William Randolph Hearst, 
in editorials written in capital letters, was plugging for halfway 
socialism: the nationalization of the railways. But to their con- 
sciousness of their class distinction from the big-business men, the 
factions among the discontented added consciousness of their fur- 
ther distinction from one another—or rather each faction was un- 
conscious of the fact that it had natural allies for the fight against 
business in all the other factions. The farmer, the laborer, the small 
shopkeeper, the socialist, and even the writer who seemed to rep- 
resent all, separately attacked the common foe in aloof loneliness. 
Moreover, the national landscape in 1906 did not seem to justify 
the lamentations they raised in Washington. 

The year smiled in a golden age of dazzling prosperity which 
had continued almost uninterrupted, broken only by the brief de- 
pression of 1903-1904, since the enactment of the Dingley Tariff 
in 1897, during President McKinley’s first term. Cannon wondered 
whether LaFollette and the others were inventing the problems 
which they called upon the federal government to solve. He found 
that jobs were going begging because there was more work than 
there were workers, that farming had never in its history been 
such a sure-fire money-maker as it was then in the U.S.A. (1906 
was the best American crop year up to that time), and that the 
wage-earner ambitious to become his own boss could borrow cap- 
ital in America at the world’s lowest interest rate. In the little 
pocket of his trousers Cannon carried proof of the economic sound- 
ness of America as it then operated. The talisman was a watch. 
As he told an audience of voters in Shawneetown, Illinois, it had 
been manufactured by men whose high wages attracted laborers 
to America from all over the world, and he had bought it for only 
74 cents, Why experiment with a system that meant low prices 
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. oy? Cannon dence that all was well had a power- 
aN a it endowed him with many supporters 
dno fun in his comedy. 
“Muflled by the continued blessing of good times, the cry for 
change was bringing few results until Cannon took alarm at it. 
feiss nay in The arr 
aly mo! 1906 had tried to crow h 
‘ ce a Dated the federal government to prohibit by 
‘tute the inclusion of watered stock in railroad evaluation; to 
ges to take part in decisions on corporation cases in 
which they hada personal interest; to prohibit corporations from 
making financial contributions to political parties. To save the 
nation’s timber resources for the generations to come and to check 
eee te Wate Mountains and the 
government manage forest areas e ‘e Mountain: ie 
southem Appalachians. They sought an elastic currency to break 
the eirieea bask hold (as they a8 it) on the national monetary 
system, which in their mind enabled New York and a few other 
seaboard cities to dominate the economy of the West as completely 
as London dominated the Barbadoes. They called for the direct 
primary and the direct election of Senators, in order to remove a 
barrier between the public and their officials—the barrier of elec- 
tion of Senators by legislatures—which made it easier for the rep- 
resentatives of corporations to manage political affairs to please 
them. Neither those nor Gompers’ proposals became law then. 
ee oe a at the Arlington and the adjournment 
lesta, Congress did approve bills authorizing the federal govern- 
ment to determine fair railway rates and to As up a system of meat 
inspection at federal expense, After the Senate passed the inspec- 
tion bill, Roosevelt had to send a special message to the House 
in order to goad it, too, to act, despite Cannon’s dislike for the 
fe a the Speaker took alarm from the reformers’ cry for 
ne hee of the high protective duties in the Dingley 
» Nelson Dingley, the author of that tariff act, was a kind 
















cf perambulating calculating machine from Maine. “He’d rather 


have a pad i ‘ aaa 
Down a a pencil on his knee than a pretty girl,” said another 


Tom Reed. LaFollette condemned protection as the 
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chief prop of the trusts. Cannon looked upon the Dingley Law as 
the foundation of the boom times he saw all around him. 

Politically the protective tariff was a contradictory issue. In 
1906 it was supported mainly by opponents of interference by 
government in private economic matters, but protection meant 
interference, Nobody in the nation escaped the consequences of 
high duties. It was supported also by opponents of the political 
program of the labor unions, but all advocates of protection justi- 
fied it on the grounds that it created jobs. Its strongest friends 
were the most conservative Republicans who objected to “class 
legislation,” but the most conservative Democrats fought protec- 
tion because, they said, it benefited one class of Americans, labor, 
at the expense of the other classes. Free trade is an “aristocratical 
idea” and “the free traders of America seem to have a deep-seated 
enmity toward the people who work,” William Culbertson, a Ken- 
tucky protectionist, told Congress during the plush days of the 
late nineteenth century. Protection was supported by advocates 
of rugged individualism and competition, but it limited compe- 
tition between American and foreign products and, according to 
LaFollette and others who thought like him, it limited competi- 
tion within America. Cannon passed over the contradictions. The 
protective tariff made work, encouraged industry, and enriched 
the farmers. “Since the enactment of the first revenue under Wash- 
ington to the present time,” he said, “the periods of prosperity have 
been under protection, and the periods of adversity have been 
under the policy of free trade or tariff for revenue only.” 

He aimed a lesson from Scripture at the malcontents. “The devil 
was the first smasher of precedents,” he said. Cannon gloried in 
his changelessness by describing his attitude with a special word. 
He was a “standpatter.” The American language took the word 
from the game of poker, which Cannon had been playing three 
times a week since Judge David Davis of the Illinois bench taught 
it to him in chambers during Buchanan’s presidency. The player 
who “stands pat” declines to change his hand after the deal by 
discarding on the chance that he will be dealt a better card. The 
label so blatently advertised Cannon’s indisposition to change 
the American scene by changing America’s laws that Theodore 
Roosevelt requested him to discard it. “The voters do not under- 
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the expression ‘stand pat’ and do not like it,” said Roosevelt. 
a continued to Haunt-his label. 


‘When he left the chair at the end of the Congressional session 
in June 1906, Cannon concluded that only by crushing the re. 
formers could he save his America. In order to accomplish that 
aim, he began to exploit his genial nature and honest name. He 
‘thoroughly understood the American penchant for identifying 
great questions with the personalities of admirable and sinful 
persons, He knew that at heart we accept the legend of St. George 
and the dragon. We relish combat between good and evil, and we 
lionize the political protagonists who can reduce complex prob- 
Jems to simple matters of a choice between right and wrong, with 
one protagonist standing for right and the other for wrong. In 
our own era Franklin D, Roosevelt implanted in millions a feeling 
of positive fervor about public finance, which usually leaves most 
people cold. He did not treat it like an accountant facing a hole 
in the books, Instead, he swooped down dramatically like Sir 
Galahad, brandishing the sword of goodness, upon the financial 
sinner, the Economic Royalist. He thrilled his following by ele- 
vating a dispute over political theory into a conflict of morals. He 
seemed to realize that it was not enough for him to have right on 
his side, He had to create an ogre on the other side. 

Men make issues, The raw materials of political battle are al- 
ways with us, but it takes two geniuses, the complementary bad 
and good, to mold the materials into form, and the bad is 
pecker More necessary than the good. From the birth of the 
pa ic we have treated government as a holy battleground 

n which a virtuous Gabriel is bound to drive some defiling 
Lucifer and his evil companions. About the time of Cannon's 
birth, Andrew Jackson was strengthening his cause by holding 
e Nicholas Biddle as a bad man and Be caing him. on after 
ae first election to Congress, Samuel J. Tilden won the 
eee of the Democratic Party by laying bare the wicked- 
Tea ee members of the Tweed Ring, and he so clearly em- 

eness and tight that his countrymen cast more votes for 

ae election of 1876 than they gave Ruther- 
€ victor. Cannon from experience, then, had 

t that the public would support his ideas out of 


him in the presi 
ford B, Hayes, 
Teason to expec! 
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affection for his person, that as long as he symbolized weak goy- 
ernment the voters would rout the friends of strong government. 

Cannon’s experiment in heroism led to an ironic end. The 
four years he gave to the experiment proved the truth of the 
assumption that the electorate sees issues as personalities, but he 
proved it in a way he could not forecast. He began as the hero 
and ended as the villain. 

At the beginning he tried to choose his own villain, President 
Roosevelt, who, he grumbled, had “discovered the Ten Com- 
mandments,” From a distance Roosevelt looked like the ideal vil- 
lain for Cannon. The Speaker’s interest in heroism swelled with 
his ambition to win the Republican presidential nomination in 
1908, and he assumed that his chances of winning the honor from 
whomever Roosevelt might support would improve from his 
drawing a dramatic distinction between himself and the President. 
Disagreement was natural to the two men. Roosevelt had lodged 
his first complaint against Cannon in 1891. Roosevelt then was 
Civil Service Commissioner, and Cannon was chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee. Exasperated by Cannon’s 
eagerness to save the taxpayer by limiting the appropriation for 
the Civil Service Commission, Roosevelt said: “We cannot es- 
cape from the fact that it was no credit to the Republican party 
of the House that Mr. Cannon of Illinois should be one of its 
leaders.” 

Roosevelt was one of those men who draw back from the conse- 
quences of their own thoughts. Intellectually he was a reformer. 
But his social and political instincts kept him from following the 
bent of his thought very far. He had too much respect for re- 
spectability. This made him conscious of bad taste in other re- 
formers. He teetered between admiration and scorn for those 
hard-working authors who were writing revelations about busi- 
ness and politics for the magazines. Certainly, the articles created 
a public opinion favorable to reform. But they lacked uplifting 
quality and they ignored the good in America. So, at a dinner in 
Uncle Joe’s honor, he disparaged the authors as the modern 
equivalent of John Bunyan’s “man with a muckrake.” As the 
commander of a poor man’s movement (and the drive for re- 
form came essentially from the poor), he suffered from his ad- 
miration for what in his day was called “good breeding.” In his 
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ur Morris he noted that Morris “had about him 
fT aaawere purple’ which is always so strongly attractive, 

He frustrated himself also by a romantic belief in party 
solidarity. His refusal to precipitate quarrels within the Party 
after he became President prevented him from having it out 
with Cannon—eyen when Cannon tried him most sorely. Who 
can forget that Theodore Roosevelt brightened the presidency 
with dramatic bravado after many drab decades? Or that he had 
the courage to press the railroad rate bill and the bureau of 
rations bill and the pure food bill and the meat inspection 
pill through Congress? But who can blink the fact that he 
foundered in action? Here was a modern Hamlet of indecision. 
Mr. Dooley paraphrased the President's attitude toward the 
trusts: “On wan hand I wud stamp thim underfut; on the other 
hand, not so fast.” For Cannon such a man was an exasperatingly 
elusive enemy, intangible as the fading Cheshire cat, a softly- 
stuffed opponent, like a pillow. Roosevelt almost feared Cannon. 
“You must lay down on Uncle Joe,” Roosevelt was advised. “It 
will be a good deal like laying down on a hedgehog,” he rejoined. 


Cannon served Roosevelt faithfully during his first two years 
in the Speakership, from 1903 to 1905, because the young Presi- 
dent was following the conservative policies of Cannon’s friend, 
the late President McKinley. But Roosevelt grew independent 
just when Cannon began his second term in the chair, in Decem- 
ber 1905, and it was then that the harmony began to sour. The 
President's message to the new Congress that month uncovered 
his change of policy. “Experience has shown conclusively that it 
is useless to try to get any adequate regulation and supervision of 
> « + great corporations by state action,” Roosevelt said in the mes- 
sage. “Such regulation and supervision can only be effectively ex- 
ercised by a government whose jurisdiction is co-extensive with 
the field of work of the corporations—that is, the national govern- 
ment. After that Cannon could not regard Roosevelt as the lead- 
ing source of Republican thought. 

Cannon slowly discovered that he 
conflict not with Roo: 
ident, LaFoll 
sions. His ac 


was precipitating a serious 
sevelt but with LaFollette. Unlike the Pres- 
ette followed his Opinions to their ultimate conclu- 
Hons supported his words. He had the faith of the 
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evangels in his own rightness. So the Speaker and the Senator 
made exciting opponents, each powerful and pertinacious. The 
substitution of villains led to Cannon’s undoing. 

LaFollette was not, of course, the only one to oppose Uncle Joe, 
nor was he the leader of those who did. Many men, some of them 
hating LaFollette even more than they did Cannon, closed in on 
the Speaker. But LaFollette was the rock in the center of the 
snowball that flattened him, and the two men most dramatically 
typified the conflict of their times. 




















ewe TE R 


mK 


—__- The Antagonists 


LaFouterre was a pupil of the school which teaches that individ- 
uals take their political philosophy from the personal economic 
circumstances of their early lives. In reviewing his personal history, 
he traced his own interest in the working classes to the fact that as 
a child and young man he had labored on the farm and worked 
meanly at the university to provide for his mother and sister and 
younger brothers, To his death, he identified himself with those 
who derive their livelihoods from their own muscular efforts and 
other people who ordinarily possess no capital, unless it be a farm, 
to subsist on beyond the day when they can work no more. 

If LaFollette’s own conception of the origin of his leanings had 
been true, Cannon would have out-shouted LaFollette for reform. 
Their early lives were strikingly similar. Both men grew up 10 
poverty on the frontier because both lost their fathers in mid- 
childhood, both sacrificed adolescent hours of play and sleep to 
perform as family breadwinners, LaFollette plowing and planting 
and tending the stock on a wind-bitten farm in Dane County, 
Wisconsin, Cannon selling calico and plow-shares in the general 
store and keeping his mother’s house and lot in good trim in Parke 
County, Indiana. LaFollette studied law at the University of Wis 
consin, in the same county as his mother’s farm, while Cannoo 
went more than a day’s joumey by horse to learn his law in an 
office in an unfamiliar town, Terre Haute, Indiana. He slept on # 
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wooden bench in the office of his sponsor, John P. Usher, and he 
walked 150 miles to Cincinnati to polish his legal education at the 
college there for six months. 

LaFollette’s career opened in the congenial surroundings of 
Madison, the town where he had been studying for five years. 
Looking for success in new country, Cannon went to live among 
strangers in Shelbyville, Illinois, where he began to apply the 
knowledge he had gained from Usher and in Cincinnati. His board 
and lodging cost one dollar a week, and he often had to borrow 
the sum. Forever afterward he associated Shelbyville with disap- 
pointment and grinding poverty. Out of hunger for the salary that 
went with it, LaFollette and Cannon, each before he was thirty, 
ran successfully for the office of district attorney, Cannon in 
Coles County, Illinois, where he prosecuted the instigators of the 
Charleston Riots during the Civil War, and LaFollette in his na- 
tive Dane County. In other words, as young men both lived a 
kind of life common in the Middle West in the second half of the 
nineteenth century. Each proved for himself that the United States 
was indeed the land of opportunity. Yet their parallel origins and 
similar ordeals led eventually to dramatically conflicting attitudes 
toward life, society, and politics. 

A sense of justice, grounded in his country’s egalitarian tradi- 
tion, started LaFollette on a slow journey toward leadership of 
those restless westerners who saw the clouds filling the sky when 
Cannon knew it was sunny and unstreaked. LaFollette had serene 
confidence that fair play guided life in the United States when 
he decided to run for the district attorneyship in Dane County. 
The district attorney was paid $800 a year, and he was sending 
money to his mother, he had a fiancée whom he longed to marry, 
but he was in debt. Although he was only twenty-five and had 
been a lawyer only a year, he understood that the race for the 
office was open to all. Let the voters make their choice. Any Amer- 
ican could reach for any American prize. 

To his astonishment, he learned that th{s was not so. The Re- 


—publican Party in Dane County had a boss in E. W. Keyes, the 


postmaster in Madison, and the boss picked the candidates for 


= Officé-The boss told LaFollette not to run. 


LaFollette’s alarm at losing his chance to make the $800 broad- 
ened into indignation over the realization that one man was try- 
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all men in Dane County of the right to vote for 


28 
ing to deprive ed, It was unjust to deny Americans freedom of 


iow portunity t to advance. It damaged the pre- 
one a a Siete all. He defied Keyes and ran. He 
ae tre yotes. Thus he weakened the power of one 


eee ran again two years later, Keyes did not oppose 
as is instinct for egalitarianism 
j parole ee ee ber each day added to him an- 
oF Pot ine. The star that pulled LaFollette on- 
oft Bi of nar oectectt f real justice was attainable, 
ward was belief that the perfection o! j oe 
fot in the courts alone but in all existence. To one of such faith, 
weal of evil, no matter how many times experienced, was an 
ee fe oad. Men disposed to live and let live might in time 
fe Branfecvar and accepted the world as they found it. But 
aslong ashe breathed LaFollette could never accommodate himself 
to situations which aroused his conscience. ; 
He discovered that political corruption supported economic 
‘corruption, The federal government had given to the railroads 
ants of land in Wisconsin, through which the roads agreed to 
Tay rail, But the roads often exploited the land without crossing 
it with steel, The managers of the roads thus were building them- 
selyes into a privileged class by operating small dukedoms at 
public expense..In Wisconsin they grew rich by selling timber 
from their land grants, which actually belonged to the nation, not 
to them, Few Persian grandees ever gained so much for so little. 
Yet as they themselves benefited from public generosity, they 
to those whom they served the gospel that pea a. Pay 

‘or what he gets. The Norwegian farmers in Dane County wer 
among the aan who pafered from this code of the railroads. 
The rails charged the farmers high rates for hauling their corn 
and wheat to the cities, where the buyers dictated the prices to 
the farmers. The same rails charged high rates for carrying to - 
country the city-made goods which the farmers bought, at the 
Prices set by the eae As a result, the farmers suffered coming 
and going. They had to absorb the transportation charges for what 
they sold and in effect pay the charges for what they bought. 
The story was thirty years old when LaFollette canvassed the 
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farmers over the protest of Keyes and was still a source of fury 
and indignation. 

To save themselves from being forced to devote every last acre 
of their land grants to the purpose for which they received it and 
from being forced to charge fair freight rates, the railroad men 

sted allies in the federal government and paid them to nullify 
the effect of the farmers’ clamor for economic liberty. Upon com- 
prehending that, District Attorney LaFollette resolved to become 
a part of the federal government himself in order to defend the 
farmers and forests and democratic institutions of Wisconsin. 
Wherever in the United States there were railroads and farmers, 
you could hear the story of discrimination in charges. It was not 
a problem that Wisconsin could solve alone. So the plight of his 
rural constituents, helplessly trying to wriggle loose from the eco- 
nomic vise which the railroads screwed up tight, widened La- 
Follette’s political interests. He needed more authority than the 
District Attorney's if he was going to safeguard justice. 

The voters in Dane County and in the neighboring counties 
elected him their Representative in Congress in 1884. The victory 
widened the gulf between LaFollette and the bosses. If he had 
not been a flouter of custom, he would have cleared his candidacy 
with Philip and John Spooner before offering himself to the elec- 
torate. The Spooner brothers, who were the leaders of the Repub- 
lican machine in Madison, passed on the candidates for national 
office, just as Postmaster Keyes censored the nominations for local 
office. LaFollette ignored them and ran without their permission, 
not only because the unfaimess of bossism revolted him but be- 
cause he suspected the bosses of helping the masters of the duke- 
doms. John Spooner afterward represented the Wisconsin rail- 
roads in the Senate. Winning in spite of the Spooners, LaFollette 
departed for Washington in the autumn of 1884, a full year be- 
fore the Congress to which he had been elected would meet. He 
wanted time to prepare himself for the fight against the agents of 
the spoilers. 

The principal agent, Senator Philetus Sawyer, friend of the rail- 
roaders and timbermen, greeted him pleasantly. But when Sawyer 
learned that the young Congressman, then twenty-nine, intended 
to press Congress to withdraw land grants from railroads which 








































; ‘House eleven years 
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2 ' of the bargain, he arranged for La- 
had not fulfilled 1 ate of the House of Representatives’ 
Follette to Indian Affairs, where the idealist from Dane County 
gine fave: ittle to say about the railroads and their timber- 
se Go the bosses defeated his purpose in going to Washing- 
a @ sat in Congress three terms without ever surmounting the 
EGY Sawyer put in his way. In one respect, the six years in 
Washington meant only an interlude in his life. Yet the frustration 
stir ere six strengthened his determination to enrich 





a America by instituting fairness, balance, and equality in the dis- 


tion of political authority and economic opportunity. 

n Washington, LaFollette found Cannon, who had been in the 

when the Forty-eighth Congress convened in 
j ber 1884 for its final session, from the gallery where he was 
scrutinizing the assembly in which he was to sit. The symbols in 

_the future struggle to define the nature of America became friends. 
Neither of them had yet lost that attitude toward life which their 
early years had given them. Their first bond was their common 
interest in farmers. Like LaFollette Cannon represented a rural 
constituency, and, contrary to his economizing tendencies later, 
he believed then that the Republic owed his farmers help in mak- 
ing a living. He encouraged his fellow Congressmen to appropriate 
money generously for the Department of Agriculture. The sums 
over which Congress haggled then seem skimpy now, but an an- 
nual budget of $200,000,000 was something to whistle about when 
Cannon arrived in Washington. 

Tn their formative years, the two men agreed on so many things 
that they could not possibly regard one another as hero and villain. 
In spite of thinking that the railroads and the bosses twisted his 
country’s ideal of equality of opportunity, LaFollette then accepted 
the common belief that each American held the key to his future 
within himself. “In the United States,” he assured Congress, “lim- 
itations upon the intellectual development, the social place, and 
the financial success and triumph of each person are fixed by his 
own character and power alone. Whatever his condition at birth, 
ho will win wealth and power and fame if he is capable, honest, 
industrious, plucky, and courageous.” He and Cannon went after 
one another in the arena two decades later because Cannon never 

ceased to approve those words of LaFollette’s, but LaFollette 
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changed his mind. Cannon himself in the 1880's had no fixed ideas 
about government and society. He had not turned into such an 
inflexible opponent of change that people could say of him, as 
they did later, that if he had attended the caucus on Creation, he 
would have voted to keep chaos. He had one crusading interest 
in fairness which brought him close to the heart of many who 
afterward cursed him. Remembering that his father had moved 
his family from the sweet fields of western North Carolina to the 
pioneer wilderness of Indiana in order to get away from slave 
country, remembering that an uncle he visited in Cincinnati dur- 
ing his law school days had run a station on the Underground Rail- 
way, and remembering that he himself had become a Republican 
immediately after the Jackson conference out of opposition to 
slavery, Cannon strongly objected to segregation of Negroes from 
white people. To show his sentiment, he voted against the first 
version of the Interstate Commerce Commission Bill because it 
encouraged segregation. 

As LaFollette remained in the background at the Capitol, Can- 
non steadily rose in stature. He was always on the lookout for 
new friends among the new Congressmen, because he had an un- 
comfortable sort of notoriety outside the immediate circle of his 
colleagues at the Capitol. He occasionally cut loose in public with 
the coarse language which he later reserved for private conver- 
sations, Once ladies left the gallery in blushes when he spoke on 
the floor. He was called “Foul-Mouth Joe” before he became 
“Uncle Joe.” Yet his colleagues appreciated him for his candor, 
his thoroughness, and his brightness. He was a leader among the 
Republican Representatives whom LaFollette joined. When the 
voters in the election of 1888 gave his party the majority of seats 
in the House, after a long period of supremacy for the Democrats, 
Thomas B. Reed, the stiletto-witted Speaker, assigned him to the 
Rules Committee. The appointment was a mark of esteem, for the 
committee, or rather the majority members of it, governed the 
business of the House. The majority members numbered only 
three—Cannon, Reed, and Major William McKinley, the President- 
to-be. They agitated the United States with the political sensation of 
1890, during LaFollette’s last term in the House. 

The excitement occurred because the House consisted of al- 
most equal numbers of Republicans and Democrats. When Con- 
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convened in December 1889, the Republicans had a majority 
of only eight—so dangerously small that they spent the first six 
weeks of the Session in raising their number to twenty-four, by 
ruling against the Democrats in eight ey election cases. 
The Democrats sullen as the majority added to its strength, 
and then femedathels spirit by refusing to vote on roll calls. 
John Quincy Adams had been the first member of the House to 
stay silent when the clerk called his name and he was present. 
Until his day the House rules required all present to answer the 
call, but by the time Reed became Speaker many followed the 
silence custom, hallowed by the passage of almost sixty years 
since Adams had initiated it. Such abstentions immobilized the 
House, when those members who did answer did not comprise a 
quorum. With the House inert, the federal government could not 
bene asked Cannon to find him an avenue of escape from 

e parliamentary trap. 

Cannon obliged with a report, which Reed and McKinley ap- 
proved as the recommendation of the Committee on Rules. The 
document lay on Reed's desk one day late in January when he 
submitted another contested election case to the House. A Dem- 
ocrat demanded a roll call. When the clerk read the names for the 
ayes and nays, only one hundred and sixty-three members spoke 
They did not make up a quorum. The very Democrat who had 
asked for the roll call and one hundred and sixty-four of his col- 
pais remained.silent. To the astonishment of the House, Reed, 

lowing the suggestion contained in Cannon’s report, with which 
few members were yet familiar, instructed the lark te d th 
names of those present and nat voting and to es season the 

unt them in the 
eerie once the Democrats arose from their desks and shouted 
pane oF ae pen to the well of the House and climbed 
5 E + +e sergeant-at-arms waved the mace aloft 
im a vain effort to restore order quickly. One D. 
TainEc ROR taiiss anna locked ly. One lemocrat, deter- 
good kicks and fled from the 
panels, Reed, a large and impos: 
turmoil. He stood easily at Re 
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was indeed present. Within a week 
to the House his report on the rules. 
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It justified the quorum count by citing precedents from the New 
York State Legislature, city councils in Indiana and Illinois, and 
the British House of Commons. The House approved the report. 
Thereafter the Speaker continued his practice of counting silent 
men\The House of Representatives could legislate once more. 

The adoption of the rules report is the beginning of the road 
which led to Cannon’s Speakership and his nation-shaking power, 
although his best years seemed to be behind him when Reed put 
him on the Rules Committee. His highest ambition had been 
thwarted. Twice he had sought election to the Senate, and twice 
the legislature at Springfield had tured him down. At fifty-four 
he had no goals; he simply worked from day to day. But life can 
be an autumn flower. Any man of middle years who stares at his 
socks in discouragement because he has not made his mark can 
cheer up by contemplating Cannon. Those rebuffs at Springfield 
made possible subsequent glory, because the source of Grand- 
father Cannon’s strength as dictator owed from his position in the 
House. The quorum fight attracted national attention to Uncle 
Joe for worthy reasons which put into the shadow his reputation 
for vulgarity of language and which enhanced his standing with 
his fellows in Congress. 


In ignorance of what manner of man he himself was about to be- 
come, LaFollette voted for Cannon’s rules, which fortified Speaker 
Cannon when he turned into the political giant. In after years 
Senator LaFollette could not condone the legislative policies of 
Representative LaFollette. Representative LaFollette praised the 
protective tariff as the source in American life of a unique equi- 
librium which, after the completion of his intellectual evolution, 
he said the tariff was eliminating from American life. Cannon enor- 
mously admired LaFollette’s ability to justify protection. He ar- 
ranged for LaFollette to be made a member of the Ways and 
Means Committee, which wrote the tariff bills. There LaFollette 
helped to compose the McKinley Bill, a high-tariff masterpiece. 
The McKinley Bill strangely affected LaFollette’s life. In casting 
his vote for it in the House, he ended his career as a protectionist. 
The bill, which became law in the spring of 1890, displeased the 
country, and in the autumn the voters replaced both Cannon and 
LaFollette with free-trading Democrats. Cannon was back in the 
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years, in a position to rise gradually above the mark 
Sea’ in his ales Committee work for Tom Reed, but 


‘never returned to that branch of Congress. Nine years 
ee TE d of Garden of Olives, and when he emerged his 
pets Gi ica were clear and comprehensive. 


Back in Madison, LaFollette brooded about the one surpassing 


; Swhioh eee es in ae personal ae 
Was it possibl le to bring the influence of wealthy men over the 
economic and political life of the country into line with the in- 
fluence of the poor and weak? His determination to answer the 
question affirmatively took command of him one afternoon in the 
Plankin Hi in Mil ki 
ton House waukee, 
He called at the Plankinton at the request of Philetus Sawyer. 
The old lumber Senator greeted him cheerily and sat down be- 
side him, It was 1891, LaFollette no longer had any political stand- 
ing, But he was kin by marriage to Judge Robert G. Siebacker, 
of the Wisconsin Superior Court, and Siebacker had before him 
anumber of cases which interested Sawyer. The defendants in the 
cases were five former state treasurers. Each of them had invested 
the state funds under his control and had pocketed the interest. 
Sawyer assured LaFollette that they were innocent of wrong. 
They had merely been following custom. The state had not been 
tobbed of any funds. It would be unjust should the five lose the 
rie et eee branded as dishonest when they had been as 
as others. Sawyer leaned closer to LaFollette. His voice fell 
to a whisper. Would it be possible for LaFollette to see Judge 
Siebacker in order to serve the ends of justice? If he would only 
aoe: to decide in favor of the treasurers! Sawyer could not 
Mee ‘ ae fora lawyer. And since lawyers lived by fees, 
a Teceive $1,000 for his intervention. 
iene aoe leaped to LaFollette’s mind. He 
0) i is 
ward. He had been offered Raat “4 ee vag Selah os 
men he had hea fightin ei aes eerie : uS Te! iS ive. i 
Political voice to the 8 not only unfair in denying equal 
fe people under their economic domination, 
but they were also immoral. It w. . 
man who had trusted all 5 as a gruesome discovery for a 
GEOR kecaoral men before he met Postmaster Keyes. In- 
ity went together, Not only did politics need 
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reformation, evil needed repression. And reform and repression 
could be accomplished by the same stroke. The revelation in the 
Plankinton ignited LaFollette into a crusader. He saw himself 
anew—he had been ordained to break the power forever of such 
as Sawyer and the Spooners. 

Before he could obey the impulse born in the Plankinton, La- 
Follette had to make a practical decision. Should he make Wash- 
ington or Wisconsin his base from which to crimp the powers of 
the railroads and lumbermen? Mainly because the Republican 
Party refused to nominate him again for the House of Represent- 
atives, he decided that his crusade should begin in Wisconsin and 
end in Washington, But in Wisconsin it was not enough to be a 
district attorney. He must control the governorship. At first he 
sought to preserve his personal independence by playing the role 
of king-maker. In 1894 he worked for the nomination of Nils P. 
Haugen as the Republican candidate for governor. Haugen was 
an equalitarian. Alone among Republican Representatives from 
Wisconsin he had kept his seat in Congress in the avalanche of 
1890. But Haugen lost the governorship nomination, and LaFol- 
lette lost when he sought it himself in 1896 and 1898. The powers 
he yearned to wreck were strong enough to prevent him from get- 
ting in position to wreck them. 

LaFollette sought the governorship again in 1900, and at last 
he won it. To the residents of Wisconsin LaFollette had become 
as familiar as their white pine forests when he succeeded at last 
in his quest for the governorship. Canvassing the whole state, he 
had spoken to thousands, in speeches from the hustings and in 
conversations at the roadside and in kitchens and parlors and 
church halls from Presque Isle to Beloit. People thronged to hear 
him as though he were a show, because he was the great orator 
of the northwest. 

It took two glances and a few minutes of listening for a man to 
catch the attractions of Robert Marion LaFollette. He looked like 
a jockey. He stood five feet four—shorter than the little public 
figures of our day, Harry Truman, Winston Churchill, Joseph 
Stalin. His thin straight nose and the lines in his cheeks made his 
visage stern, His head was too large for the rest of him. His red 
hair was so thick it rose straight up from his scalp, like a flame 
blown by bellows, before it fell back toward his collar. His speak- 
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ta was austere, He had no elocutionary tricks, no 
Scully signalled “Finis” simply by crossing his arms 
ee, ae areas people swarmed about LaFollette because 
the issues he dealt with oppressed them. The urban people lis- 
tened because they knew he had so much influence among the 
farmers that he might win power over the cities. The goal he held 
out to city and country in 1900 was the revival of “representative 
government.” To reach that goal, he advocated introduction of 
the primary, state regulation of railway at and ae of the 
rail on the same basis that governed taxation of other enter- 
ae doing business in iw: The officials in Madison knew 
neither the real yalue of the railways’ Wisconsin property nor how 
much revenue those railways, which operated also in other states, 
derived ae pees eee pgoey iene be eee # new 
revenue law was ni . Illinois and Iowa regulated rail rates, 
and in those two states freight charges on commodities used or 
sold by farmers were 89 per cent lower than in Wisconsin. 
LaFollette was an indomitable man. It was a good thing, be- 
cause disappointment, delay, and frustration were his lot. The 
legislature elected with him in 1900 defeated his bills for the pri- 
mary and fair taxation of the railways. Agents of the railways were 
thick in Madison on LaFollette’s inauguration day and thereafter. 
They entertained the members of the legislature in ways that 
smacked of delightful luxury to gentlemen used to the rugged life 
of Wisconsin. Even the governor's supporters sometimes were 
absent during crucial roll calls—drunk on the enemy's whiskey. 
LaFollette was re-elected governor in 1902, and again the legis- 
ae pees down his Renate government” program. “The 
ntest must go on and on, till it is settled and settled right,” he 
said, 
’ ae defied the tradition of his state in 1904 by seeking 
their ae 48 governor. The conservative Republicans rubbed 
eenche ad - They ‘thought that the combination of his record 
weenin eee enoreelatures and the picture he gave of over- 
Wis = Bn in trying to monopolize the highest office in 
padi a him. The railroads halted trains to enable 
ductors, firemen and brakemen to vote for anti- 


LaFollette delegates to the Republican nominating convention. 


THE ANTAGONISTS 37 


Station agents organized campaigns in towns and villages against 
the governor. But the convention chose LaFollette, and the state 
sent him to Madison for a third term. To cover more ground, this 
innovator campaigned by automobile, which still resembled a 
buggy without shafts. In Norwegian, which he had spoken from 
childhood, he described to serious dairymen the impertinence of 
the lobbyists in Madison as he beseeched Wisconsin to elect a 
legislature that would accept his program. The appeal struck home. 
The new legislature enacted the primary law, created a Wiscon- 
sin State Railway Commission, authorized the state government 
to regulate rail rates, and passed the fair taxation law. It did more, 
because by 1904 LaFollette, coached by his wife and by coun- 
sellors in the political science department of the University of 
Wisconsin, had begun to notice injustice in the city as well as on 
the farm. He presented the legislature with an urban reform pro- 
gram, and the responsive members enacted laws directing facto- 
ries to provide sanitary working conditions for their employees, 
establishing public employment offices, requiring private employ- 
ers to compensate workmen for their injuries, and forbidding child 
labor. 

In victory LaFollette remained discontented. At the Republican 
State Convention in Iowa in 1902 Governor Albert B. Cummins 
condemned the protective tariff as the “mother of trusts.” The 
speech impressed LaFollette. The defender of the McKinley Act 
was beginning to see protection as an evil. There had been a time 
when he thought the tariff brought prosperity to the farmer. Be- 
hind its protective wall manufacturers could develop such wide 
markets for their products that the prices of those products actu- 
ally fell far below the level of protective duties. Representative 
LaFollette himself had told Congress how protection reduced 
the price of horseshoe nails, which were necessary for farming 
in Wisconsin. Now he gathered from Cummins that the tariff 
strengthened business monopoly by saving it from competition 
and thereby raised prices. He saw a direct link between the tariff 
and the economic power of the railways in Wisconsin. The Stand- 
ard Oil Company was a trust, and H. H. Rogers, first vice president 
of Standard, was not only a director of the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
St. Paul Railway but the “real power” of that line, according to 
the Milwaukee Journal. The tariff schedule on petroleum prod- 
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sats kept high the price of kerosene with which the farmers lit 


ie ad and the Chicago, Northwestern were the 
race had in the front of his mind when he 
signed the rate control bills which the legislature passed up to 
Tan their corporate tie-ins with businesses that admittedly were 
trusts ‘the rails a trust flavor of their ae ra which 
Ree he té unged by a governor and legislature in 
gaia a ae fae te New York. The tariff which 
strengthened Standard Oil and through it strengthened the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee and St, Paul was a federal law. And the governor 
soon realized that a Wisconsin alone could not control the Mil- 
waukee and the Northwestern. Those railway companies were at 
‘home in Ilinois, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Nebraska as well as Wisconsin. The state commission 
needed the buttress of a new federal rate law. To put himself 
into a position to reform the tariff and to strengthen the federal 
control over the railways, LaFollette ran for the United States 
Senate. He won. In January 1906 he took his seat in the Capitol, 
where Cannon’s authority was already supreme, although not yet 
absolute. 
By then the transition in relationship between LaFollette and 
Cannon from their mutual sympathy of 1890 to a kind of Hindu- 
Moslem hostility was complete. 


Cannon played into the hands of LaFollette and the other 
advocates of the statism that he hated by descending to tyranny. 
His zealous determination to kill the agitation for stronger gov- 
ernment provoked him to seek and attain absolute mastery over 
the House by perverting the rules from which he drew his powers 
as Speaker. In contact with this autocracy, the affability of the 
Arlington reception curdled, Two years after the birthday party 
the friendly Burleson was complaining, “The House of Repre- 
sentatives has ceased to be a legislative body.” It enacted only the 
ae Cannon deigned to have enacted. Men who cried, 

er there,” when they greeted Uncle Joe under the silken 
ae ers came to damn their friend as “Czar” and “Iron Duke.” 
ving established a personal hegemony over the House, he 


ded it to the Senate, and then took control of the President 
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and the Republican Party and thus at length over the Union it- 
self, “The whole country lies, practically, in Papa Cannon’s hands,” 
the magazine Independent said at the period of his supreme power. 

Cannon was the emery wheel against which Americans 
sharpened their understanding of their own political problems. 
‘The educative process was slow, however, because like every 
epic event, the struggle developed gradually. Cannon's abilities 
gave him strength enough to stave off the reformers at the out- 
set of conflict. He supported his dictatorship by shrewd use of his 
wit, ingenuity, and temperament. He was determined, sagacious, 
and confident that right was with him. 

The gaining and keeping of great power in the United States 
by one person, following the man-made rules that govern the 
conduct of the House, calls for talent and skill in human relation- 
ships and for political knowledge and aptitude far greater than 
that required in fascistic or communistic dictators. The latter 
have guns and police and discriminatory laws and edicts and 
usually a muffled press and suborned lawyers and docile courts 
to keep them in authority. Cannon had but two weapons; his 
own talents and Jefferson’s Manual of Parliamentary Practice. 
They served him until LaFollette’s supporters in the House re- 
vised the rules in Jefferson's Manual when Cannon no longer could 
summon a majority in the House to defend them. 

When Cannon’s heroics failed him, his idea crashed. In over- 
turning the Speaker, the public invited America to begin the 
creation of the modem welfare state, which horrified him. Can- 
non’s fall opened the way for bigger government, for Wilson and 
New Freedom, leading in time to the New Deal and Fair Deal 
of Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman. The fall also planted 
the seed for the puzzling confusion that besets us in the ques- 
tion whether by empowering the state to save us, we are putting 
the state in a position eventually to swallow us. In other words, 
Uncle Joe’s experiment in heroism ushered the United States 
politically and intellectually into the twentieth century. 
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Vermilion Street 








‘Annivine in Danyille—a railroad town in the midst of farming 
country, laden with the sweet odors of green corn and smoke 
from the engines—Cannon went straight to the roomy house of 
maroon brick at 418 North Vermilion Street, where his grand- 
children lived. Uncle Joe could catch a glimpse of it from well 
down the street as the shiny yellow trolley from the depot 
tured up Vermilion at the Public Square in the middle of town 
‘The mansard steeple rose above the great oak tree in the front yard, 
and in the late afternoon in summer threw a shadow on the house 
across the street. A few years ago modemizers tore down the house 
and put up a Piggly-Wiggly store. In 1906 it was a landmark. 
Tt was comfortable outside and in. Five sets of fat columns 
placed two by two held up the roof of the wide front porch, a 
cool retreat in the evening, for it faced east. Within was living 
space for the children and their nurse; for Uncle Joe’s younger 
daughter Mabel and her husband, Ernest X. LeSeure; for Uncle 
Joes maiden daughter Helen, who mostly stayed with him in 
Washingt ‘on; for Joe himself, when he was there; a music room, 
dining room, parlor, sun parlor, upstairs sitting room, quarters 
ee Servants, and a study for Uncle Joe, Altogether, 418 looked 
s a for a small city. It was a symbol of his progress 
Shon oie, Opportunity from the poverty of his young man- 

had sometimes walked as far as twenty miles 
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along the dusty Illinois roads to plead a law case for a fee of $5. 
The house was 2 monument to a career. It commemorated clear- 
cut victory in the God-helps-those-that-help-themselves battle to 
get ahead. It represented the kind of world and life he was out 
to save by standing off LaFollette and Gompers and Roosevelt 
and the whole tribe of reformers. 

Cannon had bought the house with profits from the money 
which his albino brother, the late William P. Cannon, had in- 
vested for him in farms in New York and Indiana and Nebraska 
and in traction companies in the Middle West. This brother 
had spent a forlom boyhood, The neighbors in Parke County, 
Indiana, near where Sugar Creek runs into the Wabash, had 
teased him for his squinting pink eyes, and Mrs, Cannon taught 
him at home rather than send him down the lane to school, 
where children and teachers alike thought that under pale hair 
lay a weak brain. But Bill had a talent for making money, and 
he began to show it as soon as he left the backwoods of Indiana. 
He settled in Tolono, Illinois, in 1860, and founded a bank in 
the rear room on the second floor of a pine clapboard building, 
where in a small roller safe he kept the deposits of the merchants 
and the corn farmers. When the Civil War ended, Albino Bill 
lent money at 2 per cent a month. When fire bumed down the 
building and charred the currency on deposit, he borrowed 
money out of town, repaid his customers, and kept the bank 
going and put half the ownership in Joe’s name. He moved to 
Danville in 1880 and set up the Second National, and continued 
to his death with fine shrewdness and decency to make money. 
The city gave him a perpetual franchise to make and sell illumi- 
nating gas. Joe had rbtcce hand in the business only occasion- 
ally. While Bill laid the foundation for two small prairie for- 
tunes, his own and his brother's, Joe worked in Washington year 
after year from 1873 onward, with a two-year lapse, for a govern- 
ment salary that never exceeded $5,000'a year. 

Had fate not made him a widower, perhaps Uncle Joe’s interest 
in accumulating money would have died before his treasure grew 
large enough to affect his political attitudes. When he neared his 
fiftieth birthday, he told his wife Molly that they had $25,000. 
“Father, that is enough,” she said. But in a few years she died. 
Joe had been a tender husband in that frontier tradition which 
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up to their wives as a bit above human- 
Se atoned the church he had been bom in. 
was a Quaker, and Mary Reed was a Methodist, and a Meth- 
ae married them without a Quaker by-your-leave. When 
oF ans him to express regret in public at having married 
a t of meeting, he returned: “If you mean that I am to get up in 
ting and say that Iam sorry I an Sie I ee i. it. 'm 
Jamned if] and I'm damned if I will say I am.” He wor- 
Sipe ater by the ey of John Wesley, but he remained 
with the Quakers. 
Stipes tnei fn oes Goro a 
“x, and it was said—but not corro! _— vis- 
ited Be Cations house in New Garden and looked at young 
Joseph in his cradle. Uncle Joe was a Republican because he had 
been a Quaker whose relatives made a crusade against slavery, 
and they paid dear in loss of personal comfort for that crusade 
His father harbored fugitive aaah and Peto ae 
because he defied the law and prejudices of his non-Quaker neigh- 
bors by letting young Joseph Ror in a field with a freed Negro. 
Joseph's Quaker cousins in Cincinnati helped operate a station 
on the Underground Railway. The history of his forebears in the 
United States was the history of Quakers fleeing from persecu- 
tion and restraint, He could trace the wanderings of those ances- 
tors with other followers of Fox from England to Nantucket to 
South Carolina to North Carolina to Meu: Indiana, to An- 
ea Indiana. Cannon’s collision with Quaker marital precepts 
not destroy that heritage. 

The old man saw a reflection of Molly in his elder daughter, 
Helen. A statuesque woman, she had lost her father’s rough sim- 
plicity on an educational passage through Wellesley, Paris, Stutt- 
gart, and Dresden. Unmarried, she kept house for the Speaker in 
his Washington residence, a three-story, twenty-room stone-front 
Vermont Avenue. “Half way between wealth and poverty,” 
: ae eae ee or se saa _ 

a ie ce was on the side of wealth 
ea oe many an afternoon in fine weather and rain leaving 
ne Si Geet’ behalf at the homes of the long succession 
lat whose wives and daughters, through the magic of call- 

6 cards, managed year after year to exchange visits, in full sat- 
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called upon 
kind. For his 
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isfaction of protocol, without ever actually seeing one another. 
She gave many a lunch, and almost nightly she played bridge, in- 
stead of the poker beloved by “Papa,” as she called the Speaker. 
She judged her father’s friends with less charity than he and 

inted out to him the ones she mistrusted. In all she was a pre- 
cise and overpowering woman, but she pleased her father. 

He once refused to attend a dinner at the White House, to 
which President Roosevelt had invited him and Helen, because 
she objected that the man assigned to escort her to the dining 
room had no rank in official society. Like Renaissance ambassadors, 
who resented any slight done them as a slur on the kings they 
served, Helen Cannon held that it would signify that her father, 
the Speaker, was unimportant if she accepted an escort from far 
down the list. The President staved off that kind of embarrassment 
in the future by giving a dinner each year for the Speaker; and 
there was no doubt on those occasions that Cannon and his daugh- 
ter were the ranking guests. 

Except on Vermont Avenue and in Danville, the men’s world 
monopolized Cannon. But women pleased him. He respected their 
minds and instincts, and he favored women’s suffrage when it was a 
wild idea. “Women have to take care of themselves and take care 
of the men at the same time,” he once said. 

The house on Vermilion Street no longer belonged to Cannon in 
1906. He had given it to LeSeure, his son-in-law. Seldom did pres- 
ent come deeper from the heart. Joe loved him for loving his daugh- 
ter Mabel, and he admired him for his financial talents. LeSeure, 
the young vice president of the First National Bank, looked out 
for Uncle Joe’s investments after his brother Bill's death. Bill had 
made money for himself and added to Cannon’s wealth by oper- 
ating the gas company, the Danville street railway, and the Dan- 
ville electric light company. The two men had owned the enter- 
prises jointly until 1903, when LeSeure sold them for a substantial 
gain. 

Having given the house to LeSeure as a gesture of profound 
friendship, Cannon retained absolute sovereignty only over the 
few square feet of the first floor that his study took up. This room 
nicely suited the old man, who always mixed the homely with 
the elegant. He drank champagne from a kitchen tumbler. A large 

rass cuspidor sat on the oriental rug. The centerpiece was a ma- 
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a ut marred by deep scratches in the wood, 
ogany desk, Ham ox shoes ‘which he rested on the edge, 
ai Ye read wit his fot higher than his bead, while wea 
ee eae read the same words over and over. He 
‘ing re Sat: and the shelves along the walls of the 
key y wer filed with bound copies of the eee 

SY a time he had soaked himself in Aesop and Plutarch 
Oe ins, bt with age his reading tastes became more and 
more select. Now the ae oie of fan Congress were 
enough for hit e knew them almos , 

The fay tot: Danville, and the five rural counties round- 
about that made up the Eighteenth Congressional District (which 
Cannon represented in the House) comprised the old man’s heart- 
land, Cannon would mean nothing in Washington unless he Te. 
mained the favorite in Danville. Before he could spread his in- 
fluence over all America, his district had to accept his influence 
as supreme, So the future was uncertain in the early summer of 
1906, because it was an election year, and he must persuade his 
constituents once more to choose him to speak for them in Congress 

The deep-planted political habits of his constituency favored 
him, He was the Republican representative of a Republican dis- 
trict in a Republican state. Except in the southernmost counties, 
it was as much a tradition for the voters in Cannon’s prairie domain 

to mark their ballots under the eagle each election day as it was to 
plant new seed each spring. For half a century (excepting the two 
years from 1893 to 1895) his party had controlled the government 
of Illinois, by electing either the governor or a majority of the mem 
bers of the legislature at Springfield. No Democrat had beaten 
Soe isd 1890. The presence of the Soldiers Home at ee i! 
of Danville gave him a running start over any other candidate 
The federal government had built the home in Vermilion County 
because Congress in 1898 passed Uncle Joe's bill authorizing it 
and most of the 2,500 old warriors living there voted the straight 
Cannon ticket. The men his own age who had fought him in po 
ities until the turn of the century had given up the ghost or aba: 
doned the struggle, and his younger constituents supported hin 
automatically in deference to his age and honors. In the Eight 


eenth District he had become almost a natural feature of life, like 
sunshine and snow. 
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A compulsion to prove that he was younger than his years fed 
his desire to return to Washington for the joust with reform. He 
feared a do-nothing old age. He had suffered in watching his 
mother’s helpless agony in her last years, when she had to sit immo- 
bile in » chair while wishing vainly she could go down to the 
Quaker meeting of a Sunday or stir around in the kitchen in the 
morning or step out into the garden to trowel the flowers on good 
days. He preferred to give up the ghost in the manner of his dim- 
sighted brother William, of whom a walk to the Public Square 
always reminded him. William's bank, the Second National, faced 
the Square. In it William had been busy almost to the moment 
when he died, five years earlier, in the prime of health, from a 
skull fracture. Taking a breather from the ledgers, he had climbed 
one day to a narrow window sill in the bank and had balanced 
himself there to hang a curtain. He fell head first to the marble 
floor and was gone within the day. That departure matched his 
father's end. Dr. Horace Cannon, too, died in harness. He was 
swept to death one afternoon in the spring torrent of Sugar Creek, 
which was rushing like the limited toward the Wabash River, 
while going on horseback with quinine in his pill-bag to soothe a 
neighbor ridden by the ague. 

Cannon had always gagged at the thought of doing make-believe 
work, In 1904 Governor Odell offered hm the vice presidential 
nomination on the Republican ticket. Cannon laughed. “I'd rather 
go back to hoeing potatoes,” he said. The vice president had a 
sinecure, and Cannon meant to be in the thick of things. “We 
have motormen on my street-car system who have more influence 
with me than the governor of New York has,” said Cannon. He had 
the last word on the subject with his friend Julius Caesar Burrows: 
“You will see me an archangel before I am vice president.” 

Fear that age would put him on the shelf chilled Cannon. He 
stooped a bit as he walked in his hitching way—‘like a mate 
ashore,” a friend described it. His red whiskers had turned white, 
and he drank whiskey for his health instead of for fun. But he 
liked to show off his vigor. He learned to ride a bicycle at sixty- 
five. On a steamboat trip he took to the West Indies, as he neared 
Seventy, he danced jigs and hornpipes on a heaving deck while 
the other passengers slumped in their chairs in oyster-eyed dis- 
comfort. When he returned to the U.S., he walked the legs off 
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5 ames R. Hemenway on a hunting trip in Indiana, 
eon eee down five quail with thirty-five shots. 

“{ have more work in me than any three men in Congress,” he 
told a newspaper interviewer. “I can sit up more hours than any 

jn the House and accomplish more in quantity and quality 
oa any three of the hardest working members twisted and 
doubled together Ican do with less sleep than any man of 25, | 
can do these things, and do them year in and year out, and when 
‘Congress adjourns I am fresh as a daisy. Yet when I go out on the 
stump .. - and talk night and day for a week without rest, some- 
thing not one man in a hundred half my age can do, I find myself 
referred to in the newspapers as ‘that venerable statesman from 
Tilinois who wasa contemporary of Lyman J. Trumbull and Stephen 
A, Douglas and Abraham Lincoln.’ It is a damned outrage to put 
me into the ‘venerable statesman’ class, and I don’t like it.” 

He kept stepping lively almost because he seemed to want to 
outwit death itself. Death was lonely, and he was a gregarious 
man. Since the Spanish-American War he had eaten no lunch, 
from a conviction that, after sixty, short rations meant long life, 
but daily he accompanied his cronies to lunch sheerly out of love 
for company and talk. He liked to know that his friends were 
thinking about him. “Ah, when we cross over, how soon we are 
forgotten,” he lamented, with a glance at himself, when his friend 
John Ketcham, the deaf Congressman from New York who had 
served thirty-four years in the House, died in 1906. At three score 
and ten Cannon pictured himself as just a beginner in life. He was 
frail, but he told the Doorkeeper of the House that he would reach 
100. In his Vermilion Street study he copied down an epitaph he 
had seen ona three-year-old’s grave in Cheltenham, England. 
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Itis so soon that I am done for, 
I wonder what I was begun for. 


ran the words on the headstone, and Cannon implied that they 
would be appropriate for a man of seventy. 


That determination to con 
Meee for re-election. From the beginning of the contest " 
gust, Uncle Joe was relieved to find that Samuel Gompers and 


quer age put energy into Cannon’ 


his American Federation of Labor was the only faction of the mal- 
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contents that intended to oppose him. He was poison, indeed, to 
a few sharp-eyed improvers and hungry seekers after special fa- 
yors. Cannon opposed the legislation authorizing the federal gov- 
ernment to subsidize the Merchant Marine, and the New York 
Commercial, in reprisal, called him “our un-American Speaker.” 
To a storekeeper in Indian Territory he became “the most con- 
temptible tyrant in all history,” when he held up the bill for ad- 
mitting Oklahoma Territory and Indian Territory to the Union as 
asingle state. The merchants of the territories resolved to punish 
Illinois by boycotting all goods from that state as long as it kept 
Cannon in office, but the Speaker stuck to his guns. In the sum- 
mer of 1906 Benjamin Orange Flower, who in his lifetime edited 
six magazines devoted to social betterment, denounced Cannon 
in The Arena (fourth in his line) and wrote about him: 

During the past winter he perhaps more than any other man in 
public life has stood between the people and the trusts and monopolies; 
preventing the relief which the former sought from oppression, extor- 
tion, and corrupt practices. He was distinctly the friend of the criminal 
tich and the oppressor of labor. 


Most of the laboring men in the Eighteenth, however, saw 
Cannon differently. The district was a stronghold of the railway 
brotherhoods, not affiliated with Gompers” Federation, The rail- 
toaders in Illinois supported Uncle Joe, against the advice of their 
leaders. “Mr. Cannon has been Speaker of the House during the 
last three sessions of Congress, and many cases can be cited to 
show where he has used the great power and influence of that 
office to defeat the legislation which ours and other organizations 
of labor have sought,” H. R. Fuller, legislative representative of 
the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen, wrote to his brothers in 
Danville during the 1906 campaign. But on his home grounds 
Uncle Joe pulled more weight than Fuller. The Wabash had shops 
out near Danville Junction, and the Speaker knew how to please 
the engineers and firemen and conductors and brakemen. When 
the Chicago and Eastern Illinois blacklisted their striking em- 
ployees after the great walkout in 1894, Cannon found jobs with 
other roads for most of them who came from Danville, and the 
memory of that bold assistance was still warm in 1906. He was 
solid with the railway mail men. The superintendent of the rail- 
Way mail service raised the pay of Oscar Cooper, a clerk on the 
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Chica go-Carbondale run, from $800 to $900 a year because Can. 

non asked for it. Clyde Acree, another constituent, a mail clerk 

on the Wabash, applied for a transfer from the Danville-Thebes 
nim to the main line into St. Louis. Second Assistant Postmaster 

General Joseph A. Stewart in Washington turned him down. But 

when Cannon put on the heat, Acree got his transfer. 

ainst such practical evidence to the contrary, the assertion 

of Gompers that Uncle Joe was the enemy of labor lost the punch 
it would have carried in some factory districts. The one labor 
group in Vermilion County which set out to drub him was the 

United Mine Workers, whose members worked in the coal shafts 

not far from Danville, The Socialists nominated John A. Walker, 

a UMW. member, with the backing of John Mitchell, the Mine 

Workers’ president, and of Gompers. The Walker candidacy 
pleased Cannon because it prevented the voters who would vote 

gains aon ae ee united backing to the Democratic 
nominee, les G, Taylor. 

The issue in the Eighteenth turned on the injunction, which 
judges were issuing to employers under the aegis of the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act, on the ground that strikers restrained trade. 
Walker said it was unjust and unfair for the courts to enjoin unions 
from striking. “I will at all times be opposed to this legislation,” 
Cannon told his constituents when he spoke on the anti-injunction 
bill. Disunity in the Federation weakened Gompers and Walker 
After the executive committee of the Gompers organization voted 
in September to take an active part in politics, principally in order 
to retire Cannon for good to Vermilion Street, E. H. Nockels, sec- 
retary of the Chicago Federation of Labor, arranged a mass mect- 
oa November 1 at the Bradley Plow Works in Kankakee, and 

vited a number of labor bigwigs from Chicago to attend. To 
ae the strangers fittingly at the station, he asked the musicians’ 
a ese to send a band, but the union wanted more 
Nock a sees would Pay and refused to go to Kankakee. 
Rens. read a dpeal pickup band. Cannon took this division 

By soliciting re-election on the ve the 

f & Te ground that he could save the 
Eighteenth District and America from such as Gompers, Cannon 


worried i \ 
by le ve geaeent Roosevelt, who gave him the following advice 
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want very much that our people shall quit attacking Gompers, . . . 
If the attack is continually made, the average labor man grows to be- 
lieve that the head of the Federation of Labor is being attacked as 
such; in other words, that he is attacked as the representative of the 
working man, and that the working men must all band together to 
resent it. 


Cannon replied: 


There are enough members of the Federation of Labor in my dis- 
trict, if they vote solidly against me, to defeat me. . . . When it is once 
understood what Mr. Gompers is demanding, I am satisfied there is a 
considerable number of Republicans affiliated with the Federation of 
Labor who will not follow him to the extent of casting their ballots in 
accordance with his dictates, So that, if it becomes necessary, in my 
district I must strike him, or rather what he demands, from the shoul- 
der and let the blow land in the solar plexus. 


In September Senator Albert Beveridge of Indiana wrote the 
President: 


Mr. Cannon in his speech at Danville has utterly missed the meaning 
of the times. He entirely fails to comprehend the great movement of 
the American millions which you are leading; he is utterly ignorant of 
the spirit that is now spreading over this nation. 


But Mr. Roosevelt sent his handsome son-in-law, Nicholas Long- 
worth, to Danville to speak up for Cannon after Richard Yates, a 
Republican, former governor of Illinois and son of the state’s 
Givil War governor, had embarrassed the President by telling a 
crowd in the Public Square at the end of North Vermilion Street 
that Roosevelt and William Jennings Bryan stood side by side as 
“champions of the people against the greed and avarice of the 
moneyed tyrants.” Yates cited Cannon as the agent of the avari- 
cious and recommended that the district replace him with Walker 
or Charles Taylor. It was not politic for Roosevelt to let his opin- 
ions be identified with those of Bryan, the leader of the Demo- 
cratic Party, who had lost to the McKinley-Roosevelt ticket when 
he ran for the presidency in 1900. Had Dick Yates kept his mouth 
shut, the President might have been satisfied to ignore the contest 
in the Eighteenth Illinois. Instead, he instructed Longworth to 
say: “The President has done his greatest work in the last five 
years, during which time his right hand and helper has been 
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eaker Joseph G. Cannon, your own distinguished citizen, whom 


nial turn to the White House.” 
Peaana's outlook bad grown bright by the time the com ya 


. cribs. The banks and saloons did not open on November g, | 
aie! chised citizens went to the polls. The voters fo). | 
ie Bae rth’s advice. The final tally showed that Vermilion | 
Kankakee, Edgar, Douglas, and Coles Counties had cast enough | 


ballots for Gannon to give him a majority of 10,027 over Walker 


and Taylor combined. He won by a larger margin than he had in | 
1904. Those prairie votes were all Joe needed to launch his conti. | 


nental struggle between heroes and villains. 


een A PT ER 


Uncle Joe’s Court 


THE ELECTION campaign made Cannon everybody's symbol of the 
old-fashioned ideas. In trying to thrust Uncle Joe from office into 
obscurity, Gompers had raised him to a prominence which few 
men in the United States ever enjoyed. After the votes had been 
counted, people no longer thought that Cannon just stood for the 
1800's. In his person he actually embodied the 1800's in the strug- 
gle to fend off the novelties of the new century. The campaign, 
his own speeches, the speeches against him, and his final triumph 
dispersed the fog which formerly had hid his nature and his in- 
tentions from all but a few and exposed him as the great defender 
of the glories of the past, or the perpetuator of the abuses inher- 
ited from the past, depending on the point of view. 

Earlier he had seemed, as far as most observers were concerned, 
to be but one among many men banded together in the House 
equally, none more important than the other, against the pro- 
moters of reform, When Uncle Joe returned to Washington for 
the Opening of the Lame Duck session of the Fifty-ninth Congress 
on December 8, 1906, however, the relationship between Cannon 
and his fellow standpatters in the band was clear. Cannon was 
Supreme and the others were the loyal friends who did the Speaker's 
bidding. Those special friends made up a kind of court circle, 
Which was Cannon’s instrument for applying the rules with strong 
discipline, It existed because he created it. It had power because 
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he inspired its members 
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to be loyal not only to him but to one an. 
divided by jealous quarrels and riva} 


other, and they were not 
ea ers, Cannon chose men who were professionally con. 
a Ih the maih they were businessmen or lawyers who had 
Sawn up on the farm. Cannon liked that kind. “The men who are 
f ‘Cand indostrious are those who have their feet in the soil,” 
ra Since many of them were self-made, and, by climbing 
Horatio Alger’s ladder, had satisfied themselves that self-reliance 
does lead to success, every one appeared to himself and to his fel- 
Jows to be a breathing refutation of LaFollette’s opinion that the 
federal government and the state governments must reshape the 
‘American social structure by statute if the country was to remain 
tunity. 

eee Bebets court was Sereno Elisha Payne, the 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. On him Cannon 
counted more than any other. Payne was adept, in the role of a 
tree fallen across the road, in barring the passage from his com- 


_ mittee to the House floor of bills that would weaken the tariff, that 


e in the fortress of the past. He had sat upon the committee 
since 1889, and he praised protection. He had written five tariff 
acts of his own, all monuments to the tradition of high duties. He 
was an aloof man, disliked by most of his colleagues except the 
very few Congressmen in the first rank of Cannon’s friends. The 
knowledge that he suffered from a short temper provoked some 
mischieyous Representatives to goad him occasionally with impish 
remarks in debate, so that they could enjoy the sight of the dig- 
nified chairman blushing brightly, even to his ears, beneath the 
snowy crown of his thick hair and around the trim edges of his 
pure white mustache. To save himself from embarrassment, he 
seldom appeared upon the floor, and then he hardly ever spoke, 
except to say, “I object,” or, “I move that this House do now ad- 
journ,” He loved baseball, and when he had to sit through the 


debates in Spring and summer, he paid a messenger to report t0 | 


him at half-hour intervals with the score of the game Washington 
Was playing that day. He was a tall man, and as large as Tweed- 
Tedee beneath his vest. When he walked down an aisle of the 
House, his abdomen sometimes brushed the ends of the benches. 





He spent most of his working hours behind the high oaken double | 
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doors of his committee rooms, across the corridor from the House 
chamber, where he laid plans by which Cannon could circumvent 
the pressures from the White House and the reformers. He was 
a lawyer by profession, but he had held public office during most 
of his adult life, beginning as city attomey for Auburn, New York. 
He had been a member of Congress since 1883, He was sixty- 
three years old on June 26, 1906—the most elderly of the indis- 
pensable friends. 

Joseph Albertus Tawney was chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, where he could keep the federal government cut down 
close to the size satisfactory to Cannon by limiting the amount 
of money it spent from year to year. Tawney was a blacksmith, 
bom in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, seven years before the battle. 
Like Cannon, he was a mover. He went West at twenty-two to 
seek his fortune. For a while he continued to forge horseshoes, 
and he became a master mechanic. He settled in Winona, Minne- 
sota, and studied law at LaFollette’s old school, the University of 
Wisconsin. He went to Washington as a Representative in the 
1890's. He spoke well, he thought clearly, and his colleagues re- 
spected him. He was a handsome man, dark-haired and luxuri- 
ously mustached, and the years of pounding metal with the sledge 
hammer had given him a strong, athletic physique. He was a con- 
servative man, but he could not escape exposure to the reform 
wind blowing across the plains from Wisconsin into Minnesota. 
So his thoughts did not always match those of Cannon’s other 
friends, He had an independent streak that sometimes alarmed 
the Speaker. For a long time he was a member of Ways and Means, 
until in 1905 Payne reported to Cannon that Tawney, affected by 
the sentiment of his region, was talking tariff reform. Cannon re- 
moved him from the committee before he could do any damage. 
But the Speaker admired Tawney. He worked hard, and he was 
at home with figures. The Speaker appointed him chairman of his 
own old committee, Appropriations, in hopes that realization that 
government costs money would sober him. In Cannon an uneasy 
fear survived that Tawney might sometime try again to play his 
own hand in his own way, yet at the same time Cannon realized 

lat Tawney’s interest in protecting the sugar-beet growers in his 
district made him a high-tariff man at heart. On his new committee 
Tawney devoted himself to buttressing his power as chairman in 
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the position of the Speaker. He put aside—, 

fe Scans peed to put aside—his discontent with the 
tariff, and he comforted the aa with his ideas for maintain. 
i acy of the standpatters. 
BE ome might still have defeated Cannon after thei; 

ulse by Payne or Tawney at the committee doors, had it not 
been for John Dalzell, a shy and gentle man of iron. The tariff 1. 
yiser or advocate of heavy spending could pursue his goal on the 
floor of the House of Representatives itself, where all the mem. | 
bers of all the committees gathered each day at noon. There 
Representative could beseech his colleagues to pass the bills which | 
had strangled in committee, or to change bills which suited the | 
Speaker by adding amendments which satisfied the opponents, | 
A Representative could have done such things, that is, had Can. | 
non not possessed means to balk him. The most important means 
was the Rules Committee, which since the day Cannon had re. 
vised the rules to strengthen Reed, had been deciding the length 
of time, if any, the House might give to the debate of a bill impor- 
tant to the whole country, ee Eieaining how many and ee 
kind of amendments the members might offer to the bill. The 
Rules Committee was a Congressional Thermopylae Pass. In con: 
mand of that narrow entranceway into the House, Cannon could 
almost command the House itself. 

A triumvirate on the committee dictated to the multitude in the 
House. The committee formally consisted of five Representatives 
three Republicans and two Democrats, but the Republicans did 
not let the latter discuss business before them. “I am invited to 
the seances but I am never consulted about the spiritualistic ap- 
Pearances,” John Sharp Williams, the ranking Democratic mem 
ee once oo himself was the chairman. His party 
colleagues were Charles Grosyenor, who was serving his last ter™ 
in Congress, and Dalzell. Upon the latter Cannon lied to speak 
up for the Rules Committee on the House floor and there to de 
liver those ukases, disguised as resolutions, which prevented the 
a chosen Representatives of the people from attempting 

me People’s wishes into legislation. 

He ae the only bore among the Speaker's special Se 
Bema ae speeches in the House in a tinny voice, and he fil i 
with long quotations from dull documents and re 
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long tables of statistics. Hs appearance was far from formidable. 
He had a small head and a thin, sad face, decorated with a silky 
mustache that was too large for its setting. Outwardly he looked 
like Mr. Pipp—Charles Dana Gibson’s symbol of the henpecked 
legion. He was hard of hearing, and during exchanges in debate 
he stood bent forward at the waist and his hand cupped to his 
right ear in order to catch the flow of words. Yet nothing escaped 
him. His exterior misled the casual. He was sharp of brain and 
firm of manner. Cannon had grasped his real worth soon after he 
arrived in Congress in 1887 as a Representative from a Pittsburgh 
(Pittsburg in those days) district. He was a graduate of Yale and 
a lawyer, sixty-two years old in 1906. He had the talents of a field 
marshal. He could organize a plan of action to be carried out in 
Congress in defense of the position which the Speaker had taken 
in committee meeting. This perfect second man had no desire to 
be chief. He never sought a committee chairmanship. So Cannon 
appointed him number two not only on Rules but also on Ways 
and Means, In the House he spoke for Payne as well as for the 
triumvirate, and off the House floor, except when committee busi- 
ness separated them, he spent his time with Payne. How often 
the lesser members saw huge Payne and spidery Dalzell walking 
together through the corridors of the Capitol, the former taking 
long lumbering strides and the latter almost skipping to keep up, 
and both of them working over the plans to fortify their Speaker. 

James Eli Watson, a gay-witted lawyer from Rushville, Indiana, 
and James Robert Mann, a bitter-tongued lawyer from Chicago, 
reinforced Dalzell in upholding the cause of tradition on the floor. 
The Speaker, whose only children were his two daughters, treated 
the Jameses as tenderly and as proudly as though they were his 
sons. Uncle Joe appointed himself mentor to Watson soon after 
the latter entered the House of Representatives in 1895. He was 
young enough (forty-two in 1906) to be Cannon’s child, and his 
Indiana origin further disposed Cannon to like him. Remember- 
ing his own boyhood near the Wabash, Cannon thought the best 
of almost all Hoosiers. The Hoosier country was so pleasant that 
€ven Dr. Cannon, the Speaker's father, once admitted that he 
liked it, although he had moved his family there as reluctantly as 
4soul setting out for Limbo. “Good-bye, God,” he shouted at the 
sky as he left his home in North Carolina, “I am going to Indiana,” 
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-humored, joshing manner, mixed with re. 

Watson had oe aor ease. Above all he wa; 
2 ee veacemaker. That faculty helped Cannon win the 
: oes i Por Watson ‘dissolved a quarrel which had been 
2 ate two years between Cannon and Colonel William 
Peter Hi ae a Representative from Iowa. They fell out during 
ares debate over the inter-oceanic canal. Hepburn said the 
canal should cross Nicaragua. Cannon preferred a crossing at Pan. 
ama, In the heat of their disagreement, the two men wounded 
one another's feelings with savage personal jibes. It was a wonder 
to the onlookers that they did not strike each other in the face 
‘The’ memory smarted so that they stopped speaking to each other, 
That was still the situation when Uncle Joe announced his can- 
didacy for the Speaker's office. Since Hepburn carried weight in 
the Iowa delegation to Congress and since the attitude of the Iowa 
delegation toward the candidates would affect the result of the 
contest for the Speakership, Watson feared that the sour sulki- 
ness of the two men might bring unhappy consequences. So he 

aded Cannon to seek out Hepburn and apologize for having 
imputed insincerity and deviousness to him, during the canal de- 
bate, by comparing him with the ink-squirting cuttlefish. Hep- 
bum thereupon put Iowa behind Cannon’s ambition and ended 
all doubt about Cannon’s chances. 

The Speakership having been gained, Watson aided Cannon 
once more by his instinct for fomenting good relations between 
men, He persuaded the Speaker to give John Sharp Williams the 
privilege of naming the Democratic members of the committees, 
even though the Speaker, by the rules, had the privilege of nam 
ing all the members from all the parties. Sympathy between Den 
ocrat Williams and Republican Gannon was natural. They held 
the same opinion about the relation of the state to society. Grea! 
government meant great danger to Williams. “Every gove™ 
mental abuse is based upon some plea or pretext, and the usurp 
tion of power by government is generally based upon ‘necessity; 
the tyrants’ plea,” he said. His new power over committee ap 
pointments tumed Williams into the autocrat of his party in the 
House. Out of gratitude for this elevation, Williams often 
obligingly withheld from his list of candidates for committe 
Posts the name of any Democrat whom Cannon found especi"’ 
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objectionable, although William Randolph Hearst, with his 
Socialist notions, slipped into the Labor Committee, On the 
House floor Minority Leader Williams opposed the Speaker's 
program only perfunctorily, and, in this atmosphere of goodwill, 
it was easy for him to laugh at his exclusion from the serious meet- 
ings of the Committee on Rules. 

Mann was more formidable than Watson, because his pro- 
found knowledge of parliamentary practice and his thorough 
preparation for discussing whatever legislative matter was at 
hand made him the superior of all Representatives in debate. No 
wonder Cannon encouraged him to stay in the House Chamber, 
where he spent more time than any other member of the court. 
He spoke there so often that he seemed to dwell on the floor, 
where his fierce scowl and sharp sarcasm made him really a 
fearsome creature to many of his colleagues. He was a tall, serious, 
black-bearded man of fifty-one, who had dedicated his life to 
civic duty. Hardly had he been graduated from the University 
of Illinois when he became successively attorney for Hyde Park 
(then the largest village in the United States, now a part of 
Chicago), Chicago city councilman, a director of the South Side 
Park Board, and a director of the Chicago Board of Education. 
The path led at last to the House of Representatives in 1898. 
There he was known as a city man, but he had grown up on his 
father’s farm within sight of Bloomington, Illinois. That cinched 
his standing with Cannon, who wrote to George B. Van Norman, 
of the Chicago stockyards, that Mann was the “peer, as a legislator, 
of any man in the House.” 

Mann had an extraordinary ability for ruining the work of 
the opposition by accepting their proposals and then draining 
out their substance. By that means he had saved the trusts from 
effective restrictions during the early years of Roosevelt's presi- 
dency. In his capacity of chairman of a sub-committee of the 
House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, he had 
Tepeated the arguments of the trust-busters as he pressed upon 
the House a bill which granted to the Department of Commerce 
and Labor the authority, through the Bureau of Corporations, to 
gather and publish statistics about business combinations. The 

| said Mann, would fix the clock of monopoly, and Roosevelt 
Was on his side. In truth, as Mann expected, the bill left the trusts 
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as strong and the trust-busters as weak as eet had been before 
e he was a man of conscience, jowever, Mann some. 
ee the reformers half way, especially with respect to 
ae ae for the sake of decency in human relationships 
eee for the purpose of ene poe revolution. He 
ure food and drug bill which Congress enacted 
an ae those days people ee death a= they 
took medicine. Benzoic acid was used to preserve 
int it often poisoned the food it preserved. Opium- 
addiction and alcoholism could be traced to the taking of cheap 
tent remedies for illness, which contained habit-forming drugs 
without its being so announced on the label. There was enough 
morphine in “Kopp’s Babies’ Friend” to kill baby after baby whose 
trusting parents had administered the tonic to relieve the child 
of the pain of colic. The Senate passed a bill which permitted 
patent-medicine makers to omit the information about drugs 
and alcohol from the labels. Mann insisted that the information 
appear, and, in keeping with the custom established during Can- 
non's Speakership, the Senate gave way to the House. 

‘Another leader in the Speaker's select society, James School- 
craft Sherman, of Utica, New York, sat like a clam in the House. 
He made one speech there in almost twenty years. His duties 
distracted his attention from the floor. It was up to him to see 
that the nation was persuaded that the matters for which he him- 
ae and Cannon stood made good sense. He had to anticipate the 

ift of opinion outside the House, so that the Speaker's court 
could be ready to frustrate the opinion when it threatened to do 
hann and to exploit it when it promised to help. Cannon never 
forgot that the roots of his power, like the roots of the discontent, 
Jay far, far from Washington. Mann, Watson, Dalzell, Tawney. 
and Payne could function only as long as the nation tolerated 
them. The House and its committees no more created Americal 
opinion than Niagara Falls creates the water which it spendidly 
sea So the Speaker allotted an important place in his Sy 

| group of Representatives who acted as his privy count! 
IBeeadvisiogs him on political affairs with which the manag’ 
Fa ac meee calendar had no immediate concern, laying plans 
an ealing with the electorate whose articulated opinions m“ 
unmade Presidents, Senators, and Representatives, *” 
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could make or unmake the Speaker. Sherman’s political antennae 
were so sensitive and his recommendations for action seemed to 
be so wise that Cannon had chosen him chairman of the Re- 
publican Congressional Campaign Committee. The Committee 
had the responsibility of preserving the Republican majority in 
the House. 

Sherman was a city man who came from families of glass- 
makers and Lake Champlain steamship captains. Cannon valued 
him too much to bother about the fact that he could not tell a 
plow from a harrow. In urban ways he was an educated man, a 
graduate of Hamilton College, which a century ago was strong 
in Greek, mathematics, and sports. Sherman excelled in all. He 
was a member of the New York State bar, but he never practiced 
law. Business and politics were his lines. He was president of 
the Utica Trust and Deposit Company, president of the New 
Hartford Canning Company, director of the Union Can Company, 
and director of the Dana Hardware Company, all of Utica. He 
had been mayor of Utica at twenty-nine and a member of Con- 
gress at thirty-two (he was fifty-one in 1906), He was so congenial 
that people called him Sunny Jim, but he was more than merely 
congenial. He had a rare friendly concern for his fellow beings. 
His letters disclose the great amount of time he spent in soliciting 
funds from his Congressional colleagues for the widows of Sena- 
tors and Representatives whom he had known and who had left 
only small estates and to whose relicts Sherman owed nothing 
except a measure of man’s humanity to man. He had a benign 
round face and a baldish head. His ruddy cheeks and his full 
figure, padding a short frame, falsely advertised that he was 
a man in perfect health. He suffered devilishly from gallstones, 
which often kept him in bed in pain, absent from his political 
duties. But even when illness laid him low, his thoughts centered 
on the Old Man, as he called Uncle Joe, and he spent a few hours 
of each agonized week writing letters which suggested actions for 
others to execute on behalf of the Speaker. 

4 Sherman addressed most of this correspondence to Representa- 
tive Henry Clay Loudenslager, secretary of the Republican Con- 
gressional Campaign Committee and a member of the court. 
Loudy was a self-made farm boy from Gloucester County, New 
Jersey, whom Americans scarcely knew about at all. His appear- 
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isti . He parted his hair in the middle, which 
2 eee Oe He iat his mustache grow over his cheeks 
nee fe beyond each corner of his mouth, which was the 
three inch le. ne dressed no more nattily than his colleagues, 
Nh t on the floor, and in committees his name was not 
a legislative issues that drew the attention of many 
erican: ‘ id have a few scraps of information about 
pe Be Coane ieee Hint to the circle. The 
hig Be asad completely on one question, the navy. Cannon 
ea in the contention that the United States should 
ne its sea power. It was expensive. He often opposed Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s strenuous ieeeceene ston as ee. i 
‘oudensla lived across the Delaware River from the 
Oe ten Yor, championed Roosevelt in the House every 
time he requested the addition of a new dreadnaught or cruiser 
) rican fleet. 
ees, ‘lea recesses of Washington where the engines of 
the House of Representatives operated, Loudy’s individuality and 
worth gleamed so clearly that Cannon overlooked his naval ec- 
centricity. The particular advantage which Loudenslager brought 
to the circle was that he could describe the standpat position in 
terms that at least seemed profound at a time when, on the 
whole, the changers were analyzing the natures of society and 
government with more depth than the conservatives. In the elec- 
tion just passed he had proved the strength of his arguments in 
direct competition with the arguments of LaFollette, who toured 
New Jersey in September 1906 to damn Republicans friendly 
to big business. He spoke within ten miles of Loudy’s home. His 
chief purpose was to persuade the Jersey voters to defeat Sena 
tor John ¥. Dryden, who was running for re-election as the candi- 
date of the established Republican organization, and to elect in 
his place George L. Record, the candidate of the New Idea Re- 
_ publicans. But he also marked for banishment from public office 
all other candidates who did not sympathize with the New Idea, 
which was the LaFollette idea, as it had been translated into 
the laws of Wisconsin. “Democracy is on trial for its life in this 
country,” LaFollette said in New Jersey. “A certain enemy 's 
Working against the wishes of the masses of the people which 's 
described as a gathering together of those who are rich as against 
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those who are not rich.” Loudy was rich. He had prospered in the 
great blooming of America that followed the Civil War. But his 
constituents either did not regard him as a plutocrat or did not 
mind his being one. His arguments for the old way satisfied his 
district. LaFollette’s invasion failed. The election confirmed 
Loudenslager in his office, but Dryden retired to private life. 
That result persuaded Uncle Joe that by careful preparation 
he could deaden the influence of LaFollette and other rest- 
less men in the majority of the Republican Congressional dis- 
tricts. 

The two friends who completed Cannon's circle had a wist- 
ful quality that distinguished them from their insouciant as- 
sociates. In their lack of self-confidence, they needed a hero to 
whom they could attach themselves as to a kind of balloon in 
order to raise their personalities from the dust where they drooped, 
and the hero that filled the bill was Cannon, 

Cannon gave Joseph Crocker Sibley a sense of political as 
well as psychological stability that he had missed before he made 
Cannon's acquaintance. He had experimentally sought serenity 
by joining a succession of parties. In the early 1890's he was a 
Populist. He then let the Prohibitionists nominate him for office. 
He served two terms in Congress as a Democrat. At the turn of 
the century, when he was fifty years old, he became a Republican, 
and his constituents in northwestern Pennsylvania sent him back 
to the House of Representatives under that banner. In his new 
party he had access to Cannon, whose resolution impressed and 
steadied him. Sibley the Republican tumed toward extreme con- 
Servatism. The railway rate bill of 1906 gave him such a fright 
that he pleaded with Congress to veer, before too late, from the 
road “that must, if followed, lead on to the commune, to the 
abolition of the individual and of competition.” He was a sub- 
stantial man in the business world, where he had grown rich 
manufacturing oil-pumping machinery and therefore had some- 
thing to lose tp a government of swelling power. He had wit- 
nessed the conduct of political affairs from the vantage points of 
So many parties that he considered himself a cosmopolite in 
such matters, Cannon agreed with him, and admitted him to the 
Court as an adviser to Sherman. 

William McKinley of Champaign, Illinois (no kin to the late 
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paidihee consumed b litical ambition, but his illusion 
a ae eked ee caused him to trans. 
Es ambition to Uncle Joe. His wife, a sort of poet, had 
pose ! ad his self-confidence by demonstrating, through conver. 
destrey d deeds, the superiority of her intellect and tastes to 
Lee sakes by going off to Paris to live alone. His friends who 
a not know the sad story that he hid in his breast thought that 
he was a widower or even a bachelor. The bashful little man spent 
money for companionship. He took ten colleagues at a time on 
cruises through the Caribbean Sea, and he gave the most extrava- 
gant hotel dinners in Washington, at tables decorated with a 
pastry cook's map of the United States and with Capitols con- 
structed of meringue, Yet little Mac was a man of the world. 
Once a drug clerk at $4.50 a week, he had become a millionaire 
long before his fiftieth birthday in 1906 from the profits of his 
streetcar line in Bay City, Michigan, his gas and light plant in 
Defiance, Ohio, his electric plant in Champaign, and his Illinois 
Traction Company, which criss-crossed his state with interurban 
sleeper lines and joined it to St. Louis by the McKinley Bridge. 
He entered the House in 1905 as Representative of the Illinois 
district next to Cannon's. The Speaker joshed him for his methodi- 
cal effort to master the ridiments of politics. “McKinley keeps 
his ear so close to the ground that he gets it full.of grasshoppers 
most of the time,” said Cannon. Mac laughed off the remark. He 
admired the Speaker for his shrewdness and his loyalty to princi- 
ples of government to which Mac attributed the strength of his 
country. Hardly had he reached Washington when he decided 
that Cannon should be elected President in 1908, and he set him- 
self to planning, by the business-efficiency methods which had 
made him a public utilities leader, the course which would as- 
sure his project of success, He gave a loud “Aye” when he heard 
oe ae lines read by Representative David J. Foster of 

ermont, another admirer of the Speaker: 





Cannon, youngest of his peers, 
Conquers time at seventy years! 
I plain citizen, may stand 

For the voters of our land: 
Since he bears no sign of age, 
But the white hairs of the sage, 
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Ready are we and intent, 
To make the young man President, 
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None of the members of the court directly represented any 
of the great corporations or famous personal fortunes which 
bothered the economic reformers. Cannon’s friends in the House 
had no venal interest in saving the trusts, The impression is com- 
mon that from the Civil War to World War I the great business 
enterprises owed the continuation of their ability to exploit the 
government and the safeguarding of their privileges to hirelings 
and sycophants in Congress, especially in the Senate. The history 
of Cannon weakens that impression as far as this century is con- 
cemed. It was Cannon, not any group of Senators, who protected 
the great enterprises in the turbulent years when he was Speaker. 

Cannon and his court were the allies of the giant capitalists 
only by accident (although the steel companies were said to 
haye easy access to Pittsburg Dalzell). They took their stand to 
defend the culture in which they had grown up and developed 
into manhood, not to help the “princes of privilege.” Cannon’s 
record brings to light no contact between him and the entrepre- 
neurs and millionaires whom Roosevelt dubbed “the malefactors 
of great wealth.” Their center was New York City. Cannon's 
metropolis was Chicago. The Cannonites were mostly small town 
men, and many of them were midwesterners. They devoted them- 
selves to protecting private enterprise, but they never went out 
of their way to help New York and New Yorkers. Their political 
attitude flowed from their similar personal experiences with ex- 
istence in America. The attitude developed independently of 
Pressure from the railroads, the investment bankers, the oil com- 
panies, and the other monopolists that benefited from the policies 
furthered by the members of the Speaker's court. The friends 
believed in natural progress, They feared that official interfer- 
ence with big business would mean official interference with their 

usinesses, 

The common conception of America which held the court to- 
ether did not permit the degeneration of the circle into a ring 
of dishonest bargainers. The friends stole nothing and sold noth- 
ing in the public domain. Their morals were uncorrupted. Their 
fastidious circle had none of the scaly flavor of the crude gangs 
that often hold the city hall or the county headquarters in their 
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lieved overnment by dictation of the 
par tiey Pe aa she dictation occurred legally 
san institutions. In deciding on their policies as 
ey ented not their constituents but their 
¥y would have understood the purpose of the 
ae might have confused him. The business- 
urtiers established ye Speaker’s Rooms a small 
et ional foundation. 
i Be ee etaate the kind of America in which they 
d flourished, the members of the eur Epealy 
‘ peaker’s wishes without insisting that he honor 
acid for loyal service which Cannon had to 
a. committee chairmanship. The House was divided 
days into sixty-two standing committees (nineteen in 
t of them, like the Committee on Ventilation and Ac- 
a) existed only to provide chairmanships for deserving 
gnembers. Mann was chairman of the Committee on Elections 
Number One, Sherman of the Committee on ee po 
-oudenslager of the Committee on Pensions, Sibley of Manu- 
a a Beer Watson had no chairmanship, tba Cannon 
assigned him to Ways and Means in order to add to the reliable 
standpat majority backing up chairman Payne. 
(Chaieestips were iatable to the chairmen. Before the 
House Office Building opened in 1908, chairmen alone had offices 
provided at public expense. The corridors of the Capitol were 
lined with chambers, some of them magnificent with huge chande- 
Iiers and omamented walls and ceilings, but most of them small, 
often walled in tile, many of them crazily shaped, a few of them 
in the basement—all reserved for chairmen. Representatives who 
were not chairmen had to work at home or pay from their personal 
incomes for the rent of space for their desks in office buildings 
or hotels, They met with visiting constituents in the lobby of the 
House or on sidewalks or in bars. Furthermore, chairmen received 
free stationery from the House and were paid $125 a month above 
their salaries to enable them to hire clerks and stenographers 
Chairmanships meant far more than convenience and added in- 
come, Chairmen had special privileges in the conduct of the 
business of the House. The attainment of a chairmanship in 
proved a member's standing with his constituents. 
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In awarding chairmanships Cannon could demand—and 


_ usually obtain—the fealty of a sixth of the House, of almost one- 


third of the Republican members. Recognition of this fealty was 
so common that even Democrats, customarily helpless in their 
minority position, supported the tyranny which the fealty stood 


- for. In writing his Autobiography, George Norris recalled that, 


when he was a young member of the House Public Lands and 
Buildings Committee, a “discussion arose whether the Committee 
could draft a public building bill, and it seemed to be taken for 
granted that the decision was to be made by the Speaker. The 
senior Democratic member of the Committee, Representative 
Bankhead of Alabama, actually made a motion that the chair- 
man of the Committee should seek a conference with the Speaker 
and ascertain whether or not we should be allowed to have a public 
building bill at that session. . . . Bankhead’s motion carried un- 
animously.” 











foueiereT E R 


_ roiling the Lame Duck 





Jy THe late autumn of 1906 Cannon could have wondered whether 
the elections had weakened the court too much to enable it to go 
on stifling the opposition, Not all his followers had fared as well as 
he, Tariff reformers had turned out three Cannon standpatters— 
Joseph Weeks Babcock in Wisconsin, James T. McCleary in Minne- 
sota, and Colonel John F. Lacey in Iowa. Ohio decided that it had 
had enough of Charles Grosvenor, the Santa-Claus-faced “Sage of 
Athens,” who was one of Cannon’s two Republican colleagues on 
the Rules Committee. Even the satisfied easterners lashed out 
against a Cannon man. Representative James Wadsworth, of 
Geneseo, New York, taking the side of the packers, had opposed 
the meat inspection bill. His democratic rival for the 1906 election, 
Peter A. Porter, campaigned from the back of a cow, and won. The 
country as a whole reduced the Republican majority in the House 
from 56 to 82, It particularly grieved Cannon that he was losing 
also Representative Nathan Lucius Littauer, who was going 
back to private life of his own volition. The lone Harvard man 
in the Speaker's court, Littauer was the wealthiest and most 
urbane member of the circle. His father, a German immigrant, 
for nine years had peddled notions through the Adirondack 
country from a sack carried over his shoulder, until in 1855 he 
pea in Gloversville, New York, where he founded a drygoods 
business and established a glove factory. Both undertakings 
6a 
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d, Representative Littauer inherited and expanded the 
businesses. He was president of Littauer Brothers, of the Fonda 
Glove Lining Company, and of the Gloversville Knitting Com- 
pany. He ran for Congress in hopes that he could get the tariff 
on gloves increased, and succeeded in his mission so well that in 
3906, after ten years in the House, at the age of forty-eight, he 
did not consider it necessary to seek re-election. Littauer was 
friendly with Roosevelt as well as with Cannon, and the welcome 
he enjoyed at the White House bolstered Uncle Joe's position. 
For Littauer planted in Roosevelt’s mind the seed of the thought 
that Republican leaders ought not to attack one another openly 
by name lest they risk the loss of the party's pre-eminence in the 
nation. That opinion disarmed Roosevelt for the contest with 
Cannon. 

Even before the eleetion Cannon had not been strong enough 
to refuse all compromise with spokesmen for discontent. There 
were weak spots in some of the great committees, Wisdom was 
not implanted everywhere. Agriculture and Banking and Cur- 
tency were unreliable. The existence of such chinks in his fortress 
had forced Cannon to temporize now and then. That rate bill of 
1906, for example—he had let it go through as a blackmail pay- 
ment for repression of a worse horror. Mr. Roosevelt had told 
the Speaker he wanted the tariff revised. As a sop, Cannon ac- 
cepted the rate bill, and Roosevelt said no more about the tariff. 
Tn a House full of opposition, the Speaker might have to go along 
with any number of rate bills, unless he could find a new source of 
strength that meant more than the strength of numbers. 

Cannon had a long time in which to find the answer to the 
question which vexed him. When he called the House to order 
in December 1906, four weeks after the elections, he saw on the 
benches before him the very men whose defunct political careers 
he was prepared to mourn. There sat Grosvenor, Littauer, Bab- 
cock, McCleary, Lacey, and Wadsworth. They were not shades. 
They were living men, every one of them ready to introduce 
bills, make motions, strike out the last word, and to behave 
Generally like any Congressman who enjoyed the confidence of 
majority of his constituents. 

Washington in 1906 was not more than a six-day journey from 
€very corner of the Republic. But the Constitution, written be- 
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i still gave Representatives time enough 
eae Oe ee ieinn eate Hartiets to the capital. the 
i cates had not yet amended the provision in Article |, 
United | 4—“Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, 
aan eeting shall be on the first Monday in December, un. 
ane "hall by law appoint a different day.” For the men 
less Daatta Congress in 1906 that meant the first mecting 
ince take part would probably begin in December 


aot Joe still had the use of his old friends to put Roosevelt, 
Gompers, and the followers of LaFollette more thoroughly in their 


oe the aid of his court, Uncle Joe used the Lame Duck Ses- 
sion as a laboratory for tyranny. The experiment in absolutism 
which he conducted in the winter of 1906-1907 destroyed any 
lingering doubt that he ee the epee aoe of 
is own rare abilities, control Congress when he willed it. 
ae issue of the moment was immigration. Having in June 1906 
imposed on the House his wishes in the matter, Cannon now dem- 
onstrated once more that he could force the Senate to dance to 
his pipes and even that he could induce the President himself to 
help repress legislation which the President favored. People were 
growing so accustomed to the idea that, in his particular sphere, 
he could stop them at will that they let him stop them. He be- 
came a fascinator, like a cobra. 

Tn 1906 more than one million immigrants entered the United 
States, and most of them came from southern and eastern Europe 
Tt was the high tide of the great movement of peoples across the 
Atlantic to the land of opportunity. The earnest agents of steam 
ship lines were busy urging oppressed and poverty-stricken ms 
and women south of the Alps and east of Germany to seek a for 
tune in the free republic in the New World. The stream of new 
comers who responded to those blandishments and to the urging 
of cousins and uncles already on the ground disturbed many Amer 
icans who had been here long enough to feel like proprietors © 
the nation. One who saw dark menace in this immigration wi 
Gompers, an immigrant himself. The newcomers from Italy, Hu 
gary, Russia, and Poland worked for mean wages. They a 
nothing about civil rights and labor’s rights, Most of them accept? 


| 
| 
| 
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mistreatment with docility. Most of of them could not read or 
write at all in their own languages, much less make sense to one 
who spoke English, and they had to surmount the language bar- 
rier by shrugs. Yet America attracted them. No pogroms fright- 
ened the Jews in New York. A low level of living in Chicago was 
better than a good level of living in Warsaw or Eboli. Since they 
intended to stay in this good country, the immigrants competed 
for jobs with American workmen, And they depressed the working 
conditions which Gompers was trying to elevate. 

Distinguished Americans who loathed trade unionism shared 
Gompers’ fear of the new immigrants on the ground that the Slavic 
and Mediterranean peoples would derange the racial stock of the 
American. These immigrants were flushing poisoned waters into 
the American cultural river. American society had been founded 
from the British Isles, and it had matured with the help of settlers 
from Ireland, Germany, and Scandinavian countries, with a few 
Frenchmen for flavor. The race-conscious Americans believed that 
the genius which their compatriots had shown in developing the 
Republic was the fruit of the Anglo-Saxon heritage, and they wor- 
tied lest the fleeing subjects of Romanov, Habsburg, and Savoy 
would put out the spark of genius and emasculate the “American 
push,” The State Immigration Convention held in Richmond in 
1894 under the auspices of the Virginia Agricultural and Mechan- 
ical Society for the purpose of attracting new blood to Virginia 
farms and industries heard the speakers say that the immigrants 
must be selected for their ability to mix easily with the descend- 
ants of Englishmen and Scotsmen who were the lords and yeo- 
men in Virginia society. 

Racial consciousness was strongest in Boston, and no man in 
Boston objected more strenuously to the new immigration than 
General Francis Amesa Walker, president of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. For him the eastern and southern Euro- 
Peans were “beaten men from beaten races,” decanted into Amer- 
ica from a “foul and stagnant pool of population . . . which no 
breath of intellectual or industrial life has stirred for ages.” The 
strangers with olive-skin or hooked noses or broad Slavic faces 
lad aroused General Walker from the moment they began to ar- 
tive in the United States in numbers. In an address at Cornell 
University on April 12, 1895, he said that the influx of immigrants 
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ing American peace and political safety because “i, 
ee et ail paises orders of this country since 1877 the 
foreign elements have proved the ready tools of demagogues in 

g the law, in destroying property, and in working violence” 
Boston was the home of the Immigration Restriction League, the 
secretary of which, Prescott F. Hall, coalesced the arguments of 
the race-conscious and the labor leaders. “The more enterprising 
and desirable emigrants are unwilling to go to a country where 
they are obliged to compete with the lowest grade of labor,” he 
ears yeiteration of those arguments brought the United 
States in 1906 to the verge of closing the door against the new 
immigration. The recommended device for exclusion was simple 
—a statute forbidding admission to the United States to aliens 
over sixteen years of age who could not satisfy the harbor inspec- 
tors that they could read English or some other language or dialect. 
Most of the new immigrants were illiterate. Such a bill had almost 
become law in Walker's heyday under the sponsorship of another 
Yankee believer in racial purity, Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 
Both the Senate and the House in 1896 had accepted Lodge's con- 
tention that the American wage-earner faced an “appalling danger’ 
in the “flood of low, unskilled, ignorant foreign labor which has 
poured into the country for some years past, and which not only 
takes lower wages but accepts a standard of life and living so low 
that the American workingman cannot compete with it.” But two 
days before he relinquished the White House to William McKinley, 
President Grover Cleveland yetoed Lodge's literacy test bill. 

Lodge was President Roosevelt's closest friend in Congress, and 
Roosevelt favored the literacy test. He recommended enactment 
of it in his messages on the state of the Union in 1901 and 1902 
The “race suicide” of native Americans, their failure to reproduce 
themselves through large families, distressed Roosevelt, who was 
a young man when General Walker made his statistical discovery 
that the birth rate of the natives had begun to fall when the num 
ber of arriving immigrants rose, for the first time since the Battle 
of Lexington, in the middle years of the nineteenth century, after 
the Trish famine and the failure of the liberal revolutions in central 
Europe. The size of the immigration—the old world every ye 
Bowang into this| country almost a third as many persons as i” 
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habited the thirteen colonies during the war for independence— 
was disturbing enough even without speculation about birth rates. 
At its convention in Buffalo in 1905 the Brotherhood of Railway 
Trainmen criticized the failure of the Republican Party to pass 
a restrictive law during the monopoly of leadership it had exer- 
cised in the Senate, House, and presidency since the end of Grover 
Cleyeland’s second term eight years earlier. The Farmers National 
Congress passed a resolution favoring the literacy test when it 
convened in Richmond in September 1905, and the delegates to 
the 1906 convention of the American Federation of Labor in Nash- 
ville voted 1,858 to 352 for the test. 

That ferment encouraged Lodge. In 1906 he and Senator Wil- 
liam P. Dillingham, of Woodbury, Vermont, once more persuaded 
the Senate to restrict immigration by the literacy test, and Lodge’s 
son-in-law, Representative Augustus Peabody Gardner, introduced 
a restriction bill in the House. 

Cannon disagreed. He had no pride of race. Considering his 
friendship for Littauer, the slurring observations about Jews which 
debased the arguments of the racial purists angered him. Immi- 
gration control portended strong government. Secretary Hall of 
the Restriction League exulted in his book Immigration that 
“through our power to regulate immigration, we have a unique 
Opportunity to exercise artificial selection on an enormous scale.” 
Instead of economic statism he sought biological statism. Cannon 
certainly did not want to ease the lot of the union leaders. It was 
good news to him that the new immigrants increased the labor 
supply too quickly to permit the unions to absorb them readily, 
although in the past the unions had drawn most of their members 
from the foreign-born. The Knights of Labor had been an organ- 
ization of aliens, The mine owners in the Eighteenth District ben- 
efited from the new immigration. Before 1890 only 7 per cent of 
the workers in Illinois coal mines came from countries whose 
Peoples did not speak English or a Teutonic language. Nine years 
Tater 25 per cent of the miners were Italians, Frenchmen, Belgians, 
Russians, and Slavs or Magyars from Austria-Hungary. By 1906 

‘e number of Italians and eastern Europeans in the Illinois mines 
§reatly increased. The newcomers could not understand what 
Walker, the Mine Worker Socialist opponent of Cannon in the 
1906 election campaign, was saying because they did not speak his 
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language. They lived to themselves, worked hard, and took low 
an 


Pee presence in the United States and the constant swelling 
of their numbers by new arrivals excited Cannon because he took 
them as proof that America was still the land of opportunity, 
whatever LaFollette and the other dissatisfied critics might say to 
the contrary. The immigrants listened to the steamship line agents 
only because the United States really was as prosperous as the 
agents said. Once here, the immigrants wrote home about the 
‘American wonderland, and new immigrants came—every one a 
witness in support of Uncle Joe. What if a few anarchists and 
socialists arrived with them? Cannon pitied such people, without 
fearing them, as he pitied idiots and homeless children—they were 
not half so dangerous as the reformers with roots in America. To 
Cannon's way of thinking, the immigration not only upheld his 
conclusion that “America was a hell of a success,” but it was nec- 

to America’s continued success. The flow of immigrants 
stimulated industrial expansion, and the expansion satisfied him 
anew that he was sound in his notion that the United States and 
all the industrious people in it would grow ever richer if (exclud- 
ing the tariff) the government would only let nature take its 
course. 

So Cannon in 1906 set out to thwart the réstrictionists. Never 
was he more adroit. He made full use of his court circle. At every 
critical point one of its members arose by his instructions to save 
the situation. It was a famous victory, and it cost him dearly when 
it had been forgotten by all but Gompers and Augustus Peabody 
Gardner, 

In the first session of the Fifty-ninth Congress, after the Senate 
had approved Lodge’s bill, the House Committee on Immigration 


and Naturalization recommended to the House that it follow the | 


Senate's lead. For once the clouds lifted for Gompers and he looked 


upon the sun, But wait. Two members of the House Committee | 


opposed Gardner's bill. They were a Republican, William Stiles 
Bennet, and a Democrat, Jacob Ruppert, Jr., who is remembere 
now as the man who bought Babe Ruth for the Yankees. Both 
represented districts in New York City, which benefited directly 
from the immigration. The steerage ships kept the port busy, 22 
the immigrants provided labor for the merchants and the needle 
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trades thriving in New York. Bennet and Ruppert explained in a 

jal report why they could not support the literacy test. While 
those dissenters were but a minority of two on a committee of 
fourteen, Cannon knew it was possible that they could be made 
to outbalance Gardner and the other eleven. 

Cannon had two objectives to overwhelm. The first was the 
Committee of Immigration and Naturalization. The second was 
the Senate. To take the first objective, he made his plans in the 
Rules Committee, which appointed June 25 as the day on which 
the House would debate the immigration bill. Shortly after noon 
the faithful Dalzell addressed his colleagues on behalf of Rules, 
to present its resolution governing debate. Only three hours would 
be allowed, and no more than one amendment could be offered 
to each section of the bill. The militant supporters of Gardner ob- 
jected. They needed a longer time to state their case for the bill. 
But their comments were useless, The House approved Dalzell’s 
resolution. The debate began. Cannon left the chair and retired 
to the Speaker’s rooms. He handed the gavel to Jim Watson. 

Gardner, speaking first for the bill, read a letter from Gompers 
and itemized the unionist and biological arguments that had been 
accumulating for a decade and more. The debate was perfunc- 
tory until the afternoon was far gone. Then arose Charles Gros- 
venor, of the Rules Committee triumvirate. His lovely white beard, 
ending in a stubby point over his diaphragm, glistened richly in 
the heat of the fresh summer. He was not an opponent of the bill. 
He had voted for it in 1896. But he had an amendment. In sub- 
stitution for Gardner's section on the literacy test, he asked the 
House to adopt the following: 


A Commission is hereby created, consisting of two Senators . . . 
and three members of the House of Representatives . . . and two citi- 
zen members, Said commission shall make full inquiry, examine and 
investigate into the subject of immigration. 


Gardner started to his feet. The amendment expunged the test. 
On behalf of Cannon, Grosvenor was knifing the heart of the im- 
migration bill while he pretended that he was strengthening it. 
To save his bill, Gardner made the point of order that Grosvenor's 
amendment was not germane. Perhaps an objective parliamen- 
tarian would have upheld Gardner. But the men who dominated 
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isans, They were not objective; Watson, pre. 
He wt Ee east of al I was up to eee courtier hike 
Sneaker to rule on the acceptability of a point o order raised for 
the benefit of legislation which the Speaker considered harmfy| 
tohis country. Watson astonished nobody when he announced that 
Grosvenor’s amendment was germane. Thereupon the majority 
voted as Cannon wished, 128 to 16 for Grosvenor. The Speaker 
is a great power,” said Representative David A. DeArmond, Wil 
liams’ silent Democratic partner on the Rules Committee, “and 
much of his power is due to the subserviency of those whose cring. 
ing abandonment of their legislative functions make the Speaker 
their untrammeled agent and omnipotent boss.’ So Cannon won 
his first objective. The House rebuffed the committee that had gone 
ith Gardner. 

rane: yictory was by no means final. The Senate had 
approved the literacy test, and the Senate yet menaced Grosvenor's 
amendment, for the rules of the two branches of Congress pro- 
vided Lodge and Dillingham with an opportunity for insisting that 
the House give in to them. 

Like all bills passed in variant forms at the two sides of the 
Capitol, the immigration bill would go to conference, and in con- 
ference strong Senators could bend weak Representatives to their 
wills. Cannon therefore prepared to oppose strong Senators with 
stronger Representatives. His store of authority included the priv- 
ilege of appointing the House members of the conference commit: 
tees. For the immigration conference, he passed over Gardner in 
favor of the two lone dissenters on the Committee on Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization, Bennet and Ruppert. With them he chose 
Benjamin F. Howell of New Jersey, chairman of the committee, 
who was bound by tradition to support the decision not of his 
own icone but of the House as a whole. aoe did ee x 
struct those three to persuade the Senate conferees, who include 
ee Dillingham, to accept Grosyenor's oa S 

lect em for their defensive skill, to hold the line witho 
flinching, against any suggestion by the Senators that the House 
should undo its work and restore the literacy test to the bill. 

The conferees stil] disagreed when Congress adjourned in Te 
Uncle Joe blandly accepted the likelihood that holding the line 
Would mean an endless deadlock and no bill at all. If there we" 
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no bill, there would be no literacy test, and it was the test that 
Cannon was bound to defeat. For the lack of a law Gompers and 
other union officials knew whom to blame. 

On October 10 the Junior Order United American Mechanics 
sent Uncle Joe this letter: 


This certifies that at the 34th annual session of the State Council 
of Ohio, Junior Order United American Mechanics, held at Canton, 
Ohio, September 11-13, 1906, a resolution was unanimously adopted 
protesting against your action in securing the defeat of the immigra- 
tion bill through your personal solicitations, and we were directed to 
inform you that unless you assume a different attitude toward immi- 
gration legislation thirty thousand Ohio members of this organization 
would oppose your future political career with every effort in their 
power at any and all times. 


Cannon paid no attention to the letter. In the Eighteenth Dis- 
trict of Illinois he was safe from the Ohio Junior Mechanics, and 
from the Illinois Junior Mechanics as well. 

The conferees resumed their meetings when the Lame Duck 
session came to order. How far would Cannon go—could he go 
—in forcing his will upon the Senate? Why, he would go to the 
very limit. The House conferees had the old instructions—no com- 
promise with the Bostonians and Gompers. His patience gone, 
Gardner on February 2 introduced a resolution which, had the 
House approved it, would have authorized the conferees to accept 
the Senate bill. The resolution was sent off to the Rules Commit- 
tee for burial. By that date the supreme authority of Cannon at 
the Capitol had gained such common recognition that even the 
Senators among the conferees abandoned hope. Lodge and Dil- 
meh met with the House members perfunctorily, from a sense 
of duty. 

Soon after Gardner’s vain gesture, President Roosevelt sent his 
Secretary of State, Elihu Root, to call on Cannon with respect to 
the immigration bill. The purpose of the call was not to please 
Gardner or Lodge but to save the Mikado in Japan from a humili- 
ation that might be costly to the United States. The San Francisco 
School board forbade the children of Japanese parents to attend 
classes with white children. The Japanese government took offense, 
and the legates of the Mikado informed the American government 
Yaguely that he would demand satisfaction through diplomatic 
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ei oH ast ol board rescinded its policy. Preside 
Ghinnels Brave Mayor Eugene R. Schmitz of cs 
oe to visit him at the White House. There the two men de. 
‘cide Seat San Francisco would let Japanese boys and girls into 
“the schools and President Roosevelt would ask Congress to pass 
‘at once the immigration bill mired in the conference committee, 
ones new amendment prohibiting Japanese to enter continents] 
1 States from Hawaii. The al eae : 
ie manifestation of a gener: omnia e for the Jap. 
ry igrati in large numbers. Cus. 
anese, who were migrating to that state in r 
tomarily they did not come to the United States directly from 
fan a apd hat as ss he Ps by 9S 
in Hon ’s Hawaiian formu! ul 
A ef th Mikado from the stigma of direct exclusion, and at the 
same time relieve, at least eee: oe an between Jap- 
anese a men along our Pacific Coast. 
Ree iri crecment cick Schmitz would mean nothing, how- 
ever, until Cannon authorized his conferees to accept the immi- 
gration bill with the new amendment. That fact led to Root's visit 
to the Speaker's rooms. The Secretary of State said that enactment 
of the immigration bill had become necessary to the security of 
the United States. Japan might go to war unless the school board 
tolerated Japanese pupils, and the school board. would become 
tolerant only when Congress had approved the immigration bill 
with the Schmitz provision. The arguments were powerful, but 
rough Cannon, determined to gain the end he had sought ie 
he put Grosvenor up to introducing the amendment which kille 
the literacy test, refused to approve Roosevelt's proposal ai 
the Senate conferees would agree to rewrite their bill after 
House model, with the test removed. Cannon in 1907 was ae 
concerned by the thought of the damage he was sure a severe 7 
striction of immigration would visit on the United States than 
was by Roosevelt's forebodings of war. 

Flag interceded with Giinon, Root visited Lodge. The ie 
retary of State approached the Senator as an emissary both of z 
President and the Speaker. Indeed, his mission turned the OR 
dent himself into the emissary of the Speaker. The President 
urgently wanted the restriction on Japanese immigration t . 
come law that he was ready to sacrifice his old interest " 
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ieee test in order to gain the paramount goal. If Cannon stood 
like iron, Lodge had to yield. Cannon's immovability was now so 
‘celebrated that nobody—President, Senator, or Representative— 


move him. He could gain his way by a word. He had but 
his wish, and it came true. The Senator gave up for his 
’s sake what he had sought for ten years. Chairman Howell 
his cue from Uncle Joe. In February 1907 the immigration 









became law in the only form the Speaker would accept. 


or. 
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Rather Be President 





‘Ar THE Moment the Lame Duck session adjourned on March 4, 
1907, the oppressed members of Congress once more exposed the 
strange personal power of their oppressor by applauding him. The 
House members arose in their seats to cheer Cannon merrily and 


to praise him in nice speeches, and they gave a great demonstra: | 


tion for his white-whiskered lieutenant, General Grosvenor. Joy 
and sadness came over the latter, because the sound of Washing: 
ton’s noon bells, which mingled with the applause, tolled the knell 
of his public career. Grosyenor’s return to private life bent Can- 
non's attention seriously to the problem of how he would keep 
manipulating the House when his majority had shrunk and the 
Opposition had infiltrated what he had left. 
His goal was the routing of the agitators for change utterly, un 
til they would mean no more in American life. Thus far he had 
been able to keep reform at bay—no more. The Speaker, ev"? 
when he had expanded his authority within his office to a deg'® 
of which his predecessors never dreamed, had no means to st? 
the advocates of reform from storming his citadel. When Cann? 
rebuffed LaFollette on railway legislation or Gompers on imm® 
gration, LaFollette and Gompers at once reopened their assault 
on the Capitol with demands for railway legislation and immig® 
tion reform. He lived in perpetual siege. How could the Speake! 
clear the air outside the Capitol? He must be President. 
78 
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Roosevelt fed this large ambition. For at the very time the 
r r had been repressing proposals to increase the power of 
the federal government, the President, with his office as a podium, 
had been reiterating the ideas which incubated those proposals, 
He so successfully spread the notion that the Republican Party 
was the nesting place for reform through political action that in 
Kansas the Populist Party, created to better man’s economic lot 
by law, dissolved and its members by formal resolution joined the 
Republicans. 

The more often Cannon balked Roosevelt’s attempt to marry 
social consciousness to political science, the more the President in- 
sisted on the wisdom and rightness of his attempt. “Experience 
has conclusively shown the impossibility of securing by the actions 
of nearly half a hundred different state legislatures anything but 
ineffective chaos in the way of dealing with the great corpora- 
tions which do not operate exclusively within the limits of any one 
state,” Roosevelt told Congress in his Message on the State of the 
Union in December 1906, “In some method, whether by a national 
license Yaw or in any other fashion, we must exercise, and that at 
an early\date, a far more complete control than at present over 
these great corporations.” He recommended the imposition of a 
federal inheritance tax, on grounds that “the man of great wealth 
Owes a peculiar obligation to the state, because he derives special 
advantages from the mere existence of government. Not only 
should he recognize this obligation in the way he leads his daily 
life and in the way he earns and spends his money, but it should 
also be recognized in the way in which he pays for the protection 
the State gives him.” He advocated also the restoration of the fed- 
eralincome tax which had been imposed by Civil War law in 1861 
and resurrected by Congress in 1894, only to be pronounced un- 
constitutional by the Supreme Court. “The question is in its es- 
Sence a question of the proper adjustment of burdens to benefits,” 
the President said in presenting the case for the income tax. 

Cannon's Congress those proposals found their tomb. Bills 
Control of corporations, for the income tax, and for the in- 
etitance tax were written and introduced into the House and 
“een no more. No committee considered them. No petition called 
or their consideration. Yet Roosevelt treated the proposals not 
as though they were dead but like sleeping beauties, subject to 
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recall to life at some propitious moment. When Cannon's labor. 
ts iment in tyranny during the Lame Duck session wa: 
almost completed, the President on February 23, 1907, assured 
the Harvard Union that “those who invoke the doctrine of Stat. 
rights to protect State corporate creations in predatory activities 
extended through other States are as short-sighted as those who 
once invoked the same doctrine to protect the special slavehold. 
ing interest. The States have shown that they have not the ability 
to curb the power of syndicated wealth, and therefore, in the 
interest of the people, it must be done by National action. Our 
present warfare is against special privilege. The men . . . who 
are prompt to speak against every practical means which can be 
devised for achieving the object we have in view—the proper and 
adequate supervision by the federal government of the great 
corporations doing an interstate business—are, nevertheless 
themselves powerless to so much as outline any plan of constructive 
statesmanship which shall give relief.” 

In the quiet months after the Congressmen left Washington, 
the President never tired of stating his theses. When the Jamestown 
Exposition, celebrating the three hundredth anniversary of the 
landing in wild America of Captain John Smith and his little 
band of daring English settlers, opened in June 1907, there was 
Roosevelt pressing the equalitarian philosophy. “Most great 
civilized countries have an income tax and an-inheritance tas, 
he said, “In my judgment both should be part of our system of 
Federal taxation. , . . As Lincoln pointed out, there are some te 
spects in which men are obviously not equal; but there is no rea 
son why there should not be . . . at least an approximate equality 
in the conditions under which each man obtains the chance to show 
the stuff that is in him when compared with his fellows.” Senti- 
ments in the same vein he aired at another national shrine marhins 
another fundamental event in American history, the landing of the 
Pilgrims, At the laying of the cornerstone of the Pilgrim Memoridl 
Monument in Provincetown, Massachusetts, on August 20, 190, 
he observed, “Experience has shown that it is necessary to exer 
cise a far more efficient control than at present over the busines 
use of those vast fortunes, chiefly corporate, which are used (3 
under modem conditions they invariably are) in interstate bus 
ness, . . . There is a growing determination . . . that a fortu™® 
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however amassed, shall not have'a business use that is antisocial. 

Most large corporations do a business.that is not confined to any 

one State... . I believe in a national incorporation law for cor- 
rations engaged in interstate business.” 

“The use which Roosevelt was making of the presidency as a 
temple in which to expound a doctrine gave the Speaker an ex- 
ample and a goal. In such an office Cannon could come to grips 
with his adversaries outside the Capitol walls. The ideas which 
ralled him he could combat in the open by unfolding his own con- 
ceptions of state and government in a program of affirmation. 
Those negative, defensive triumphs which he had gained by ob- 
stinacy hid from the public the fact—as he considered it—that he 
himself had a set of positive ideas. If his convictions were to pre- 
yail, he must spend more time in expounding his own thoughts 
and less in opposing the thoughts of others. The presidency was 
the great office for positive assertion. Only there could he make 
clear why he had dedicated himself in his old years to safeguard 
what he thought were the wellsprings of his country’s great dis- 
tinctions. 

Early in 1907, however, nobody knew when Roosevelt intended 
to give up his office. Would he seek a third term at the quadren- 
nial national convention of the Republican Party in 1908? Even in 
the midst of proving to the country that in the Capitol he had the 
power of a Khan, Cannon was humble enough to assume that it 
would be fruitless to race Roosevelt for the nomination. It was the 
President’s for the asking. So until Roosevelt should renounce a 
third term, Cannon bound himself to silence. If there were no re- 
nunciation, Cannon could seek the office after such a third term. 
Until the leaves began to fall, he replied thus to all letters boost- 
ing him for President: “Frankly, the presidential ‘bee’ is not buzz- 
ing about my ears.” 

Yet as the price of his transformation into a symbol, Cannon 
was losing the privilege of making his own decisions. Tyrants do 
not belong to themselves. Their disciples try to possess them. The 
more he asserted his will in dealing with persons whose ideas he 
Spposed, the less freedom he had to impose his will on his friends. 

imple men who thought like him selected him to speak their piece 
10K them. Most Americans alive in 1907 had lived in the era when 
itwas accepted that a man owed his chief responsibility to himself, 








92 TYRANT FROM ILLINOIS 


: recalled the era nostalgically. They did not w, 
ey oa ae had failed to measure up to that responsibilty, 
did not want to grant that men left to themselves become predator, 
‘As those longers for the misty past looked for someone to resurrect 
the era, or to prevent its further erosion, their eyes fell on Cap. 
non, When he was approaching the conclusion that he would ru 
for the presidency at the proper moment, they were insisting that 
1 ! idency at once. 

pe hie Mac” Mekinley, without waiting to find out Roose. 
yelt’s intentions, disregarding the Speaker's wishes, seriously jn. 
augurated Cannon's presidential movement in a conference in 
January 1907 with Charles P. Hitch, the editor of the Beacon of 
Paris, Illinois. Charley Hitch sat on Uncle Joe's Eighteenth District 
board of strategy with Son-in-Law LeSeure and with William R. 
Jewell, editor of the Danyille Commercial. Jewell’s reward for 
faithful service was the postmastership in Danville. His nephew, 
Payne Jewell, was deputy postmaster, and his grandson, Hosford 
Jewell, was a clerk in the Danville post office. Hitch was the US 
Marshal for the federal District Court in eastern Illinois. He worked 
tirelessly for Cannon's interests. “You will have no trouble in car- 
tying the state (Illinois) ane: Hitch reported to Cannon after 
the conversation with McKinley. 

The number of Cannon Pe orters slowly grew. In April, when 
Uncle Joe, steadfastly resisting the temptation to promote his own 
cause, was convalescing on Vermilion Street from a spring cold 
and teaching his granddaughters to waltz, Representative Wesley 
Jones of Yakima, Washington, wrote that the Washington deleg:- 
tion in the House would support him as Roosevelt's successor 
Senator Shelby Cullom of Illinois asked Uncle Joe to “Tet the 
home state Republicans work for him. An Eighteenth District 
consumptive whom Cannon had thrust on the federal payroll in Ar 
izona assured the Speaker that the Arizona territory delegation a 
the Republican convention would be his. “It is my conviction tha! 
with Roosevelt out of the way, you would make our strongest 
didate, and I believe that New England can be brought into line 

you,” wrote Representative Dave Foster of Burlington, bie? 
mont, North Carolina agreed. From Cannon’s birthplace among 
the sweet hills in the Piedmont, Dr. L. L. Hobbs, president of the 
Friends’ college at Guilford, North Carolina, offered Uncle Jo** 
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helping hand to the presidency. Busy McKinley arranged a con- 
ference at the Union League Club in Chicago at the end of May, 
to which he invited Littauer and the great Republicans of Illinois. 
Subsequently McKinley hit the sawdust trail for Cannon in New 
Mexico, and made converts. Illinois Senator Albert J. Hopkins 
wrote that he had found friends for the Speaker even in Nebraska, 
where other visitors had tasted a strong LaFollette flavor, Cannon 
had support in Missouri, too, but his bland refusal to lift a finger 
in his own behalf got under the skin of his friends in that warm- 
tempered state. 

“Let me say that the ‘Barkis is willin’ course will not win the 
next presidential nomination unless conditions in the party differ 
widely from what I now believe them to be,” W. H. Wade wrote 
him testily from the Missouri House of Representatives toward the 
end of June. “At this stage the whole movement is premature,” 
Cannon told Wade. 

A letter from Tawney put a fleck in Cannon’s sky, The hand- 
some blacksmith wrote that in Minnesota the strongest candidate 
for the Republican nomination was William Howard Taft, the 
Secretary of War. Taft’s name was heard elsewhere. A rumor was 
going around that if Roosevelt forbade his own renomination, he 
would designate Taft as his successor. Cannon could not take this 
teport seriously. Not even Roosevelt “can put Taft across,” he said. 
Presidents had ceased to choose Presidents after Andrew Jackson 
installed Martin Van Buren in his place, Uncle Joe had been look- 
ing at Presidents up close for forty-seven years since he had met 
Lincoln in Decatur, Illinois, in 1860. Lincoln had not designated 
Andrew Johnson to succeed him. Johnson had not picked Grant; 
nor Grant, Hayes; nor Hayes, Garfield; nor Garfield, Arthur. Ben- 
jamin Harrison had not called for McKinley, nor had McKinley 

any serious part in choosing the man who, by accident, fol- 
lowed him—Theodore Roosevelt. In Cannon’s experience, the with- 
Crawing President was by custom almost the last person consulted 
in choosing the next nominee for the office. As it had been with 
coln, so it must be with Roosevelt. His appreciation of the pres- 
€nt disturbed by his vision of the past, Cannon wrote his friend 
Representative Samuel W. McCall of Massachusetts: “If our great 
and good President is really out of the race, then it seems to me 
tit is anybody’s race.” 
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While er was waiting for Roosevelt to state his inten. 
inst ees might have the President's help in collecting 
i ecoentin following large enough to overwhelm Cannon, This 
pL dees ty burdened Uncle Joe as he traveled eee ting the 
mie score years ago that was not a season for decisive 
OEE oans aid not exactly take to the hills, like the English 
retiring to Simla, but they slowed down their rate of work. When 
they could, they sat still, waving fans in the shade of porches, 
They drank beer, and stayed out of upper berths. Cannon retreated 
to the cool woods on Isle Royal in Lake Superior, near Duluth, 
where he was Tawney's guest. He spent a week at Mackinac with 
daughter Helen. He headed for Lake Champlain, where, with his 
eyeteeth piercing his cigar from the vigor of his conviction, he 
struck briefly at the things Roosevelt had said in Jamestown and 


Plymouth. *Tt would be a crime if Congress should do anything at 
this time to upset business,” he told a reporter from the New York 
Herald who had found him at Alexandria Bay aboard “Brother’ 
Sibley’s yacht, the Valcour. Roosevelt could decipher the cryptic 
statement as a forecast that Congress, under Cannon, would ap- 
prove no income tax, no inheritance tax, no law for national incor- 
poration. 

Cannon’s patient waiting for Roosevelt to announce his inten- 
tions ended on October 23. On that day the Knickerbocker Trust 
Company of New York suspended payments to its depositors, and 
a brief depression was born. The immediate cause was the failure 
of August Heinze and his two brothers to corner the market in the 
stock of United Copper. When Heinze ran out of cash and could 
not pay for shares he had bid on, depositors began to remove their 
funds from the bank of which Heinze was president, the Mercan 
tile National. Heinze resigned from the bank, and the Clearing 
House Association of New York demanded that two directors of 
the bank, Charles W. Morse and E. R. Thomas, resign with him 
The Clearing House accused the directors of using funds from the 
Mercantile and some twenty other banks in which they were 
terested to finance their personal speculations. Uneasy depositors 
visited the Knickerbocker Trust Company, the president of which, 
Charles T. Bamey, was known to haye had business dealings “ 
Morse, The Knickerbocker, with deposits of $50,000,000, was 
second largest trust company in New York. When Barney public! 
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7 appealed for financial help, the panic began in earnest. The Knick- 
erbocker shut the windows at the tellers’ cages, Bank runs spread 
“over Manhattan and then over the United States. 
_ The crash changed Cannon’s attitude toward Roosevelt. The 
‘Speaker decided to seek the presidential nomination, even if his 

ypponent in the contest should be Roosevelt, who still had not 
renounced a third term. The golden age of Cannon’s prosperity 
was disappearing in the bank runs, and for that calamity Cannon 
blamed the President. At Plymouth and Jamestown, and in his 
earlier speeches and messages, Roosevelt had been destroying 
public confidence in American business. And now business was 
paying the price, to the detriment of America. No longer was it 
enough to oppose what Roosevelt advocated. The survival of 
American society in freedom from government supervision now 
demanded opposition to Roosevelt as a person. 
Cannon therefore approved when, five days after the Knicker- 
bocker suspended payments, the Republican members of the Illi- 
nois Congressional delegation met in the Auditorium in Chicago 
and publicly decided to enter him in the campaign for the presi- 
dential nomination. They chose McKinley chairman of the canvass 
for the Speaker, who no longer discouraged his faithful friend’s 
efforts to line up the country for him. The following day the La- 
‘Follette Republicans in Wisconsin launched a presidential boom 
for their leader, but Cannon paid no heed. He hurried to Spring- 
field, the capital of Illinois, where the legislature was in session, 
for his first contest with President Roosevelt. 

_ Since October 14, before the panic, the legislature had been 
considering a bill sponsored by Representative John G. Oglesby 
which, in accordance with the sentiment recorded by the voters of 
Illinois on ballots cast on November 8, 1904, had been drafted to 
introduce into the state the direct primary system for selecting 

le party nominees for every state office. Cannon ignored the bill 

until the collapse of the Knickerbocker. Now he wanted the bill 
amended in order to strengthen his chances for winning the pres- 
i ential nomination, Oglesby’s draft listed the party delegates to 
tational conventions among the officers to be chosen in primaries. 
Cannon was sure that delegates selected as they always had been 
Selected, at district conventions, would support him at the national 
‘Sonyention, But it was possible that the strange lot of delegates 
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chosen in a primary election would back Roosevelt, or whomeye, 
Roosevelt favored, if Roosevelt actually should go so far as to 
designate his favorite. 

In Springfield Cannon took rooms at the Leland Hotel, the suc. 
cessor to that Leland where he had sat uncomfortably almost nine. 
teen years earlier, waiting vainly for the legislature to elect him 
Senator. To his parlors Charley Hitch brought one by one the 
Republican members of the Illinois Senate for interviews. Can. 
non's message to each was the same: amend the Oglesby Bill by 
excepting delegates to national conventions from the primary, 
The Speaker quickly demonstrated his faculty for having his way 
which he had made famous on the Potomac. This visit to the Le- 
Jand succeeded. He had no authority in Springfield. No Illinois 
legislator, except those from his own district, was beholden to him. 
But his name, bolstered by dim suspicions that he had undefined 
power in Illinois and by his association with Illinoisans to whom 
some Senators owed consideration, carried the day. To impress the 
visitors, Cannon had at his side Daniel A. Campbell, the post 
master of Chicago, an Illinois politician-who could make life mis- 
erable or sweet for many members of the legislature. The Illinois 
House of Representatives had approved Oglesby’s bill, 102 to 27, 
before Cannon took an interest in it. Amid shouts that Cannon 
had devised a scheme “to cheat Roosevelt out of the Illinois dele- 
gation,” the Senate on October 31 adopted Uncle Joe’s amend- 
ment, and on November 1 it passed the amended bill. 

Cannon crossed the state to Danville and left Hitch in Spring: 
field to persuade the House to accept the Senate's bill. The assign- 
ment took patience. The legislature recessed. Governor Charles 
Deneen, his mind on 1908 and re-election, left the capital for a 
speaking tour of the whole state. Illinois House Speaker Edward 
D. Shurtleff opposed Cannon’s amendment. In Washington the 
Roosevelt Administration obstructed the Speaker’s maneuvers for 
the presidency. Attorney General Charles Bonaparte notified Hitch, 
who pro forma was an employee of Bonaparte’s, that “it is settled 
policy of the Department of Justice to discourage any interfer- 
oe by federal officials in the proceedings of state legislatures. 

jut Cannon kept Hitch in Springfield through the winter. The 
views of Roosevelt and his Cabinet officers no longer concern’ 

the Speaker. It seemed almost beside the point when Rooses elt 
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finally, on December 11, renounced a third te 
‘came three weeks after Cannon had written in ae 
a perchance the choice for the presidential nomination sho ‘ld 
‘upon me, there would be no alternative but to accept.” Th 
bee v buzzing around his head at last. De 
g in January 80 the Illinois Senate and House ir di 
pet over the Oglesby Bill. Both accepted oes 
“ment. Illinois apparently belonged to Uncle Joe. : 
_ The victory dazzled him enough to make the road to the nom- 
ination seem clear. After all, Senator “Pitchfork Ben” Tillman had 
told the papers that Cannon was going to be the Republican nom- 
inee, So did Representative Olcott of New York. Likewise Repre- 
sentatives peel ue Fordney and Edwin Denby of Michigan. An 
ican judge in Egypt announced that Cannon was 
Lincoln, Who was Taft? Exuberantly Cannon wrote eireauene 
ative Charles E. Townsend in Michigan that he doubted whether 
Roosevelt was ‘strong enough to arbitrarily pick out some one man, 
= to a pay Z convention, ‘Nominate this man.” That 
opinion propelled Uncle Joe alon i i 
with the force of his own Se ea eh 


—— 
L. "4 oe 


-» 


tei < 








eee ER ——— 3 
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e humor from his eye, and a grim tenseness hard- 
Boia face. Preoccupation overlay the friendly ie 
ner which had made him everybody's Uncle Joe. As a mark if his 
single-minded determination, the long cleft that ran up at a 
head from the bridge of his nose seemed to have deepene = 
tumed permanently crimson by the end of November (a on 
after he began to run for the presidency), when he left Danville 
for Washington and the new Congress—the Congress that he : i 
about to use to destroy public confidence in Roosevelt's ee 
exercise political leadership, and to fix the thought that he, Can 
non, was the new leader who counted. Ree, 

History and experience told him that in times of panic = = 
made easy scapegoats, The financial crisis of 1857 helpe e “ 
Buchanan. The crisis of 1873 helped Tilden win a majority 0 : 
popular votes cast for President in the contest with the Repu 


cans’ Hayes. The Republicans’ Arthur had to take the blame for | 


the crisis of 1884, and Cleveland became President. On ees 

was heaped the blame for the crisis of 1893, and McKinley aa 

President, But Cannon was playing a dangerous game, eons Can 

repudiation of Roosevelt could win the presidency not for ™* 

non but the Democrats. He set himself a delicate course. et it 
He joined the issue when the Republicans of the House on 

caucus in the chamber after supper on November 30. His pa’ 
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colleagues having unanimously nominated him for a third term as 
Speaker, he delivered a short speech in which, while he did not 
mention the President's name, he challenged the ideas Mr. Roose- 
yelt had set forth at Harvard, Jamestown, and Provincetown and 
in his 1905 and 1906 messages to Congress. 

“Tt is not wise to increase the revenues of the government, neither 
js it advisable to transfer burdens from the local and state treas- 
uries to the federal treasury—to foster a centralizing power and 
responsibility, which of necessity develops quite fast enough,” 
said Cannon. “We have been admonished by events that it is not 
a time for extravagance or excursions into the realm of experiment 
in legislation. It is my personal judgment that we should hold fast 
the principles laid down by the fathers, that the federal govern- 
ment is one of limited powers, but supreme where it has jurisdic- 
tion, and that we should leave to the people of the states the juris- 
diction not granted to the federal government, and also leave upon 
them the responsibility and burden of taxation for the same.” 

With that platform for inaction, he aggressively introduced him- 
self to the Sixtieth Congress and its enlarged complement of re- 
formers. The Representatives quickly comprehended that, in send- 
ing them to the House, their constituents had given them, if not 
the power to legislate, at least the privilege of watching at close 
hand a drama of great meaning for the future of their country. 

The President underscored the ideological issue when on De- 
cember 8 he sent to the Capitol a Message on the State of the 
Union which called for many excursions into the realm of experi- 
ment in legislation. He quoted in it from previous addresses. Since 
the message followed the caucus speech by three days, the Pres- 
ident in effect seemed to draw the lines of a jousting field, and 
isolated himself and the Speaker as the contending champions of 
the two great conflicting points of view. Whatever Roosevelt might 
have intended, the Speaker at least was out to crush his opponent. 
No longer was he interested, as he had been the preceding two 
years, in simply disappointing and frustrating the President. The 
battle of heroes had begun. 

“No small part of the trouble that we have,” the President told 
© country and the self-reliant, independent Speaker in his mes- 
Sage, “comes from carrying to an extreme the national virtue of 
self-reliance, of independence and initiative in action. . . . Cen- 
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eae ‘ already come and cannot be ayoj 
Soe ce, public ik large can only protect sae 
las evil effects of this business centralization by provid. 
ing better methods for the exercise of control through the authority 
already centralized in the national government by the Constitu. 
tion.” The interstate commerce clause of the Constitution was the 
key to an “extension of federal activity.” 

The message was more than a re-singing of old songs. It was q 
medley of LaFollette and Gompers and Roosevelt. For the bene. 
fit of the labor leader, the President said that instances of abuse 
in the granting of injunctions in labor disputes continue to occur,” 
In the summer of 1906 Roosevelt had congratulated Cannon for 
campaigning in Rockland, Maine, on behalf of the pro-injunction 
Representative, Charles Littlefield, whom Gompers was urging the 
Maine voters to defeat. “A very manly stand,” the President said 
of Cannon then, Gompers took heart from the President's new 
statement, because the Federation was defending itself from a 
suit for permanent injunction which the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company in St, Louis had brought against it. Striking on August 
99, 1906, for a nine-hour day, the Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, 
Brass Molders and Brass and Silver Workers’ International Union 
of North America, Local 18, St. Louis, had put Buck's on its “un 
fair list,” and the name of the company appeared on the “We Dont 
Patronize” list which the American Federation of Labor distib- 
uted eyery three months from Washington. By those means a 
unions besought all its friends not to buy stoves made by a 
The company thereupon had requested the Supreme Court of t he 

District of Columbia to enjoin the effort by the Metal Polishers : 
particular and the Federation in general to boycott its Eee 
The company had powerful support from businessmen s soci’ s s 
of national influence—the National Association of Manufactur® 
the Anti-Boycott Association, and the National Council of Inc re 
trial Defense. The economic customs which the members sie 

associations recognized were the customs which judges in 7 

main had accepted before their elevation to the court, ee 

of them had been businessmen’s lawyers in their pre-judicial of 

Roosevelt went further for LaFollette than for Gompers by a 
ing Congress to authorize the Interstate Commerce Cos 
to make a physical valuation of the property of railroads. 
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nators had departed for the cloakroom when LaFollette vainly 
recommended such powers during his speech on the railway rate 
bill in the spring of 1906. As long as the public had to accept the 
‘roads’ own statement of their valuation, the public could not judge 
‘the merit of the railway rate schedules. Roosevelt was brought 
around to LaFollette’s opinion by the discovery in the summer of 
- 1907 that in the reorganization of the Chicago and Alton in 1899, 
£. H. Harriman and other members of the reorganizing syndicate 
had bought reorganization bonds at sixty-five and sold them thirty- 
three days later to the New York Life Insurance Company at 
ninety-six. The reorganizers privately declared a 80 per cent divi- 
dend, without reporting it to the Interstate Commerce Commission. 
They charged to “construction expenditures uncapitalized” the 
amount they distributed to themselves in the dividend. Such dis- 
closures fed the discontent. 

The President also tried to please business by a scheme abom- 
inable to the Speaker. He requested Congress to revise the tariff 
after the coming election. The National Association of Manufac- 
turers had begun in 1907 to distribute pamphlets in favor of re- 
vision. Jim Sherman pointed out the fallacy of that position to 

James W. Van Cleave, the president of the association, but Van 
Cleave continued to press upon the President his opinion that the 
United States was able at last to compete with foreign goods. Van 
Cleave held that American industry had become so efficient that 
itno longer needed special high protection to balance the benefits 
which foreign manufacturers obtained from paying low wages. 
Lower tariffs appealed to businessmen who formerly had opposed 
lem because the supposition was spreading that manufacturers 
could sell more abroad if the country would increase its imports. 
Moreover, manufacturers needed cheaper raw and semi-finished 
materials from foreign buyers. To please one segment of business 
interested in reducing the cost of its raw materials, the President 
tecommended the immediate elimination of tariffs on wood pulp 
and newsprint—a suggestion that reached him from the American 
Newspaper Publishers Association. Reiterating what Postmasters 
eneral had been asking since 1871, Roosevelt recommended the 
institution of a postal savings system. He reminded Congress that 
@ year earlier he had asked for currency reform, and, the panic 
u ving intervened to emphasize the need, he asked for it again. He 
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ent of a model employers’ liability act 
a a as Pe ioihinig in the list except the last request 
eae anane with aplomb, because things were 
ale He was still pleased by a pleasant surprise he had 
a a aes first day of the session, when he discovered that 
eet the House, for all their increase in numbers, were 
es tomaketroubleatonce. = ee, 
‘Allen Cooper of LaFollette’s Wisconsin did give him a 
ree t. When prim Dalzell had finished his usual task of 
amis a proval of the rules of the preceding Congress, 
lees that the rules gave the Speaker “more power 
than ought to be given to any man in any government that pre- 
tends to be republican in form and democratic in spirit.’ Cooper 
hatic man, but mannerly. Cannon had known him since 
seein he arrived in Washington to represent a conservative 
district in Racine, He was the best musician in the House. He com- 
ed his own tunes. At that time he had been defying his ner 
uents by bending in LaF‘ ollette’s direction. But he ve sa is y 
in 1907 to defy the habits of the House. Having stated his a 
proval of the rules, he announced that he would take no steps 
then. : 
Seated for more criticism. The Federation e ae 
had issued a proclamation “to all organized labor, ae is E 
non’s defeat for the Speakership. Gompers had no in oa e 
Gongress, but would John Mandt Nelson of Wisconsin ae nt 
lent? He was a true-blue LaFollette man. He represented } la ‘“ 
in the House, and he had been born in Dane County. Hanes 
summer he had pictured Cannon to his constituents as ‘the vu 
old man who rules the national House of Representatives ee 
interest of the trusts.” But the boldness Nelson showed in the a 
deserted him in Washington. He voted for the rules, and he 
with the majority for Cannon’s re-election as Speaker. jaunt 
When the vote of confidence was over, Cannon steppe ae 
down from the Speaker's table to the well. Addressing Obes 
Teagues as man to man, he assured them that they ne : ea 
of a unique institution worthy of their pride. Other a I 
of the government have lofty and important functions, "uy 
“but to this House alone belongs the peculiar, the delicate, 4 
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all-surpassing function of interpreting and putting in definite form 
the will of the people.” It was not really a strange remark for him 
to make. Like a chef who expects the diners to relish the mine- 
strone which he himself finds delicious, the Speaker assumed that 
what he willed all people with clear heads willed also. 

Cannon withdrew to his rooms, and, while trustworthy friends 

_ presided in his chair at the Speaker’s table in the House Chamber, 
for days he was scarcely seen except by the members of the court. 
‘He had an apartment of offices on the main floor of the Capitol in 
the southwest corner. The reception room was large, lined with 
chairs for the endless stream of visitors, and anchored at the cor- 
ners and in the center with five great desks. Doors led from the 
reception room into the Speaker's private office and into small 
offices for Lincoln White Busbey, the Speaker's secretary, and 
for Asher Hinds, the parliamentary clerk, who strengthened the 
Speaker by providing him with precedents for his rulings from the 
chair, The two counsellors spent many hours in the Speaker's own 
office, where he had more space than he needed. At one wall was 

ared leather couch, but he seldom lay down on it. He wanted his 

visitors to think of him as vigorous and youthful. The sprightly 

septuagenarian ran down the gridiron and kicked a football from 

placement as part of the pre-game pageantry of a game played by 
Danville High in the autumn of 1907. To arm himself with answers 
for yoters who held his age against him, he had the Library of Con- 

gress search for essays and studies tending to show that one’s 
years need have no precise relationship to one’s true age. Instead 
of reclining, he worked away at his desk in a corner. Like the desk 
at Danville, it was chipped at the edges from the heels of his boots. 
When he was in his office, most of Washington lay at his feet. The 
tall windows gave on the hill which the Capitol crowns. Through 
them Cannon could glance downward in the direction of the 
White House, its flag waving a mile away, and toward every other 
executive agency, for they were all on the flat beyond the hill, all 
below him. 
_ There Cannon stayed in retreat more than two weeks. It took 
him that long to decide how, since the voters had affected the 
make-up of the House by their discontented desire for change, he 
could hold under his thumb the chosen representatives of the 80,- 

,000 Americans, Could he somehow distribute the diminishing 
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is friends through the committee structure in such q 
anit ey aaa dominate every battlement of the Speaker's 
wing of the Capitol? If so, they could make certain that as long 
as the country sent more Republicans than Democrats to Congress 

Republicans, represented by Cannon, in 
(and thereby kept the Rep’ Pp’ : , 
command of the organization of the House), nothing would hap. 
in those representative halls except what pleased Uncle Joe. 

But his scrutiny of Representatives’ names aroused no hope of 
recapturing the kind of control over all the standing committees 

which he had enjoyed before the Sixtieth Congress. Instead, he 
took the risk of leaving in chairmanships a number of Represent- 
atives who sympathized with one or another of the President's 
theses. He kept Hal Cooper as chairman of Insular Affairs. He let 
another opponent, Halvor Steenerson of Minnesota, continue to 
be chairman of Militia. Rebel Charles Newell Fowler of Elizabeth, 
New Jersey, stayed on as chairman of Banking and Currency. Pres. 
ident of the Equitable Mortgage Company, Fowler was a solitary, 
unpopular know-it-all who often said that the United States would 
be damned unless its currency system were reformed. Cannon sat- 
isfied himself with naming a reliable standpatter, Theodore E 
Burton of Ohio, to the banking committee, with expectations that 
Burton would keep him up-to-date on Fowler. 

The members of the two great committees, Ways and Means 
and Appropriations, interested him more than the chairmen of all 
other committees. He took pains to name to those two committees 
a full complement of Republicans who would support him unan- 
imously, To Littauer’s old place on Appropriations he appointed a 
country banker from Salamanca, New York, Edward B. Vreeland, 
whom Jim Sherman recommended. To Ways and Means he as 
signed Longworth, the President's son-in-law, and Joseph Fordney, 
a lumberman from Michigan, who in October had persuaded his 
Congressional district, in the Saginaw neighborhood, to advocate 
Cannon for President in gratitude for Cannon’s high tariff attitude 
toward sugar, which Michigan grew in the form of beets. 

The upshot of those decisions was that the Speaker hencefor- 
ward relied less on the standing committees than on the Rules 
Committee and on himself alone to continue his domination of 
his fellows. The most important of the appointments which the 
Speaker announced on December 20, when he reappeared from 
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"the Gethsemane of his office, was that Sherman would succeed 
Grosvenor on Rules. At the same time he commenced the practice 
of giving strained and arbitrary interpretations to the rules gov- 
eming debate in the House. He became mean and unfair. In the 
past he had been domineering but usually he had observed the 
_ amenities of parliamentary procedure. Now he was in the mood 
"to treat all as he once had treated Representative William T. Zenor 
_ of Indiana. When Zenor from the floor asked the Speaker if a cer- 
tain bill could not be passed, Cannon replied: “This House could 
"pass an elephant if the gentleman in charge of it could catch the 
Speaker's eye.” He then shut his eyes and called for the next order 
_ of business. The Speaker followed this capricious course so suc- 
cessfully in the Sixtieth Congress that when a citizen asked Repre- 
sentative Nathan Hale for a copy of the House rules, Hale sent 
in return a photograph of Cannon. 

The recognition of Cannon’s position as the contestant of Roo- 
_seyelt’s leadership in the Republican Party spread quickly as the 
Speaker held the House at a standstill. One desperate member of 
Roosevelt's cabinet, Postmaster General George Von L. Meyer, 
visited the Speaker at the Capitol with a request for enactment 
of a postal savings scheme, but Cannon refused to budge. Postal 
sayings meant government intrusion into the banking business, 
The bills inspired by Roosevelt’s message were sealed in their 
vaults. When the Committee on Agriculture gave signs of readiness 

_to report one measure which Roosevelt had been seeking more 
than a year—authorizing the federal government to buy lands in 
the Appalachian and White mountains and control them perma- 
nently as forest reserves—Cannon sent the bill to the more de- 

_pendably standpat Judiciary Committee with a request for a report 
on its constitutionality. Thus he won a delay. 

Inactivity dropped a pall over the whole Capitol. The Senate, 
which the Speaker had so often put in its place, was as inert as 
the House. The Senate leaders, Nelson Aldrich of Rhode Island 
and William B. Allison of Iowa, were Cannon's brothers under the 
skin. Federal judges continued to see the country through Can- 
non’s and Aldrich’s eyes. A week after Roosevelt recommended 
softness in issuing injunctions, the District of Columbia Supreme 
Court enjoined the American Federation of Labor from carrying 
on its boycott against the Buck’s Stove and Range Company, and 
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j its decision by an opinion which William Howard Taft 
had written in 1898. Everywhere men in public life were reincar. 
nating the old, while the public called for something new. 

“Snow still covered Washington when Cannon began to achieve 
the distinction of replacing reform itself as the major political 
issue in the United States. His patience gone after being shut out 
for almost two months, the President on January 31, 1908, sent a 
special message to Congress reiterating, in stronger language than 
hefore, all his admonitions and requests of December 3. Never 
had he been so emphatic about the abuses heaped on labor. “It is 
all wrong,” he said, “to use the injunction to prevent the entirely 

and legitimate actions of labor organizations in their strug- 

gle for industrial betterment, or under the guise of protecting prop- 

erty rights, unwarrantedly to invade the fundamental rights of the 

individual. . . . This matter is daily becoming of graver impor- 

tance and I cannot too urgently recommend that the Congress 
give careful consideration to the subject.” 

Tt was a wax dart thrown against Gibraltar, but it brought John 

Nelson of Wisconsin, that Nelson who had been silent in Decem- 

ber, to his feet in the House, where he said: 


In no other country of the world, be its government in form republi- 
can, monarchical, or imperial, has there been such a complete sur- 
render of powers and prerogatives by one of the representatives of the 
people in the one chamber to its presiding officer. . . . The policies 
advocated by the President are indeed of vast importance to the Ameri- 
can people, but the most important, the most pressing, the most agoniz: 
ing need of the country today is not one of these policies, but reform in 
the House. 


De Armond went to New Haven and told the students in the 
Yale law school: 


One man, the Speaker, exercises a veto power greater than that of 
the President. The Speaker enslaves the majority and minority in 
definitely. When the opportunity comes to you, young gentlemen, '0 
deal with czarism, don’t trouble yourselves about Russia but direct 
your efforts against the czarism which flourishes in the House of Repre- 
sentatives of our own country. 


The effort to obstruct reform grew boisterous. In the Commit: 
tee on Election of the President, Vice President, and Represent 
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-atives in Congress, two Democrats tackled at the ankles two Re- 
-publicans who were running from the committee room in order to 
spoil a quorum. The sprinters intended to prevent the committee 
from favorably reporting a reform bill requiring political party 
I corganidations to name the corporations from which they obtained 
‘money. The committee could not vote in the absence of a quorum. 
‘Those fleet-footed conservatives, Gerrit Diekema of Michigan and 
‘Francis Burke of Pennsylvania, did not realize, however, that their 
standard-bearer, having won recognition as the hero who defied 
the President, was slightly changing his tactics. 
Hoping to attract support for his presidential aspirations from 
the least enthusiastic backers of reform, Cannon began carefully 
to create the illusion that he favored some reform measures. Am- 
bition, slightly rusting that fine frankness of his, was tempting 
him to prove an observation of William Graham Sumner’s: “It is 
thought to be the triumph of practical statesmanship to give the 
clamorers something which will quiet them, and a new and special 
kind of legislative finesse has been developed, viz., to devise proj- 
ects which shall seem to the clamorous petitioners to meet their 
demands, yet shall not really do it.” He did this either by stating 
that he was for action in the future or by following Represent- 
ative Mann’s practice of offering half a loaf. He even spoke up 
for tariff revision, to be carried out “at the earliest possible day” 
_—after the presidential election. Such statements forestalled the 
movement, agitated in the Senate by Beveridge, to set up at once 
a permanent commission of experts to study the tariff schedules 
and recommend changes in the duties. 

Cannon magnanimously encouraged the House to pass a bill 
requiring political parties to make public reports of the donations 
they received and the names of the donors, after he arranged for 
inclusion in it of an extraneous section which one could know 
would mean its sure death in the Senate. His friend, Represent- 
ative Samuel W. McCall of Massachusetts, sponsored this bill, 
which not only called for publicity but required every person 
elected to Congress to report whether citizens in his district were 
freely permitted to vote, and, if that right were denied them, to set 
forth the extent to which the franchise was suppressed and the 
methods which made suppression possible. It was a blow to the 
Testrictions on Negro voting in the southern states, and southern 
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ied their northern colleagues to let the bill Jan. 
ee ccectative George Alexander Pearre introduceq 
‘an anti-injunction bill pleasing to Gompers, Cannon had Payne 
introduce one which did not satisfy Gompers but which might 
dupe the casual voter into thinking that Cannon was harkening 
ee ea under the goad of his ambition, Cannon be. 
came a stranger to many of his old friends. He cultivated only 
those who could help him on. He sacrificed even his long-standing, 
warm-hearted friendship with his ebullient little colleague from 

ississippi, John Sharp Williams. 

ue the sietires ripe for Democrats to take partisan 
advantage of the President's inability to make his promises come 
true, Archie Butt, Roosevelt's military aide, wrote a friend that 
he thought the Democrats could win the next presidential election 
if they picked the right candidate. In that propitious atmosphere 
Williams undertook to attract voters to the Democratic Party by 
disgusting them further with the party in power. On April 2 he 
made a motion that the House instruct the Speaker to distribute 
to the interested committees the President's message of January 
$1, to which Cannon had paid no attention. With that move Wil- 
liams and his party colleagues in the House launched a filibuster, 
for the avowed purpose of preventing the passage of appropria- 
tion bills (without which the federal government would cease to 
function) until the Republicans had legislated the reforms which 
Roosevelt besought of them. Instead of helping Roosevelt, of 
course, the maneuver only emphasized Roosevelt’s helplessness 
and nourished doubts about the competence of Republicans to 
govern. 

“Every time anybody wants to pass any of this reform legisla- 
tion,” Williams said to the Republicans, “you cry, ‘After the elec- 
tion.’ You remind me a little bit of a piece of poetry my boy picked 
up the other day somewhere at the public school and brought 
home and recited to me: 


When T asked my girl to marry me, she said: 
“Go to father.” x 

She knew that I knew her father was dead. 
She knew that I knew what a life he had led, 
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i She knew that I knew what she meant when she said: 
"Go to father.” 


Williams managed his filibuster cleverly. He wasted the time 
of the House by demanding roll-call votes at every opportunity, 
and each roll call took nearly half an hour. He demanded roll calls 
on the approval of the journal, which briefed the activities of the 
preceding day. He demanded roll calls on motions to adjourn, and 

he demanded roll calls on demands for roll calls. One day he forced 
the House to go through twelve roll calls, taking up almost six 
hours in the monotonous calling of names by the clerk. It resem- 
bled the filibuster which had aroused Speaker Reed eighteen years 
earlier, and Cannon met the problem like Reed. He called for new 
rules, Hinds and Dalzell wrote the new rules, Dalzell explained 
them, and the House approved them. But they failed. The dilatory 
tactics continued. 

A sickening tension spread through the House Chamber as the 
filibuster went on, because the antagonists were Williams and Can- 
non, two faithful comrades, Which ought to be the stronger in 
them—the sanse of responsibility of the public servant, or the 
sense of responsibility of the friend? Neither man hesitated to 
choose the former. Could they collide in pursuit of their public 
duty without damaging their personal relationship? The answer 
came on April 20. It was Saturday afternoon. The Republicans 
were restless, longing to leave the Capitol. Williams forced them 
to suffer for the sins of their leader by keeping them in session. 
Sunset was coming when the Speaker heard a motion to adjourn. 
Ashe accepted it, Williams called, “Division’”—meaning a show of 

ds on the motion. Another device for delay. Cannon ignored it. 
He declared the House adjourned. As the members filed out, the 
Speaker stepped down to the well and approached Williams, who 
Was standing in the aisle. 

“Sharp,” he said, putting out his hand. 

Williams, biting his mustache, turned his back on his old com- 
panion, 

Williams spent a miserable week end, condemning himself over 
and over because he had refused to speak to Uncle Joe. Early 
Monday he wrote a note of apology. 

“T think you did a public wrong,” he told Cannon, “but I know 
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i wrong, a sense of which has not ad 
Lfollowed as manera? Aaa friendships in this Pee 
happiness. Enduring pe ; are 
eee en, too difficult to form and too precious when formed 
to bel en off.” 

CT ieee thing was gone. When the House met Mon. 
day afternoon, Williams asked for a vote of censure of the Speaker, 
ae ground that he had arbitrarily adjourned the House with. 
ee ruling on Williams’ request for a division. “Mr. Speaker,” said 
‘Williams “you are one of the best men in the world, but a long and 
nadtarhed power, whose lesser abuses have been good-naturedly 
passed over, has made you despotic and somewhat intolerant of 
opposition.” The motion of censure failed. One hundred and forty- 
six Representatives yoted against it, and one hundred and nine- 
teen for it. Cooper and Nelson voted for it. : 
The bitter truth revealed in Williams’ sad analysis of power’ 
destructive effect escaped the Speaker. He continued to force his 
likes on his friends and on the nation, and he continued to do what 
he could to humiliate Theodore Roosevelt. Late in April the Pres- 
ident sent to Congress a new message, urging the Senators and 
Representatives to provide an adequate appropriation for the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission’s administration of the Hepbum 
Act, which had standardized the railway rates, and repeating the 
oft-repeated request for a postal savings system and the redistri- 
bution of wealth through taxation. The new message, in stronger 
words than Roosevelt had used before, asked Congress once more 
to release labor from the leash of the injunction. Gompers had 
new reason to resent the punishment of the courts. The Supreme 
Court had just announced that, for boycotting their employers, the 
Hatters’ Union must pay triple damages. The cause of unionizr 
tion was in danger, because unless organized workers could strike 
and boycott without fear of having their treasuries depleted by 
judicial orders, the unions would be helpless to improve pay scales 
and working conditions for their members. ii 
Tt was late in the day when the messenger from the W nis 
House arrived at the Capitol with the communication, and a 
non refused to interrupt the proceedings of the House by having 
the message read then, When the House met the following day, 
Cannon let the message lie on his desk in his office, and not o 

midafternoon did he deign to present to the members the wor 
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‘of the President. The message having been read, Cannon referred 
‘jt to the Judiciary Committee, which many Representatives now 
called “The Morgue” because the Speaker used it as a catch-all 
‘repository for legislation he did not want to bring to life. The 

udiciary chairman, John Jenkins, was a Wisconsin man of the 
Spooner and Sawyer School, a thorn to Cooper and a rose to Can- 
‘non: The Interstate Commerce Commission obtained its appropri- 
ation, through the intercession of the Senate, but the offensive dis- 
dain which the Speaker showed for Roosevelt’s message, and the 
failure of the House to murmur even the mildest rebuke, caused 
the New York Herald to comment, “Congress no longer stands in 
awe of the President.” 

When the rules on which Cannon founded his despotism worked 
against him, he suspended the rules. Thus he got around the bar- 
rier in his progress to the mountaintop of despotism which the un- 
sympathetic chairmen and the unreliable committees put in his 
way. The Speaker demonstrated his superiority over those com- 
mittees by his manner of dealing with Chairman Fowler of Bank- 
ing and Currency. Fowler and most of his committee colleagues 
crossed Cannon on the question of currency reform. Fowler in 
the fall of 1906 had appointed a committee of fifteen bankers to 
study the country’s financial problem for him, and they had rec- 
ommended that the federal government set up a central bank to 
oversee all banks. When Fowler introduced a bill based on the 
tecommendations, Cannon refused to have it brought before the 
House. “What the hell does this howling in Wall Street amount 
to?” Cannon asked Fowler. “The country don’t care what happens 
to those damned speculators. Everything is all right out west and 
around Danville. The country don’t need any legislation.” 

In the year Booth killed Lincoln the Treasury had tried to sub- 
ordinate banks to the will of Washington, but the influence which 
the federal government exerted in 1908 through the National Bank 
Law of 1865 was micrometric. Many bankers managed their af- 
fairs to suit their own caprice. They did not often regard them- 
selves as agents of the public filling a role useful to society. They 
kept their banks local in outlook and local in control as business 
§tew national in scope. In this situation, the country lacked enough 
currency to take care of nation-wide business needs. American 
€conomic activity had outpaced the increase in currency needed 
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ivi ing the golden age which stirred Can. 
sa a ee oe, as asked the tellers to tun 
non’s boasts, As @ into cash after the Knickerbocker incident, 
ease aie ‘ roduce the currency, and the debtors suf. 
ae aa a eeaedly demanded payment of their loans. 
mikes z the midst of wealth, Americans could sing an eco. 
ake f that ironio'line, “Water, water everywhere, and 
se ee park? The clamor for legislation that would make 
ie ee ee elastic and. subject the-banks to some common 
Bee aa aaciby increased.even as:the country recovered, about 
eeu of Williams’ filibuster, from the panic,- 
The brief brush with hard. times was driving back to their orig. 
jnal homes abroad many of the immigrants for whom Cannon 
had held open the door into the United States, and expectation 
of some new collapse disturbed the Americans who stayed here. 
If the money and the banks had failed the country once, they 
could fail it again. City bankers were beginning to think that ibe 
had an excess of freedom in the conduct of their banks. At t e 
height of the panic, John L. Hamilton, chairman of the currency 
committee of the American Bankers Association, told the see 
Manufacturers Association that “our present distress is due to the 
lack of proper banking laws. . . . Our system is practically the 
same as it was in 1865, . . . and itis not in keeping with the busi- 
ities of the time.” ; 
a samen he fell out with Williams, Cannon attempted to ies 
the cry for banking reform with a spoonful of sugar avatar a 
continued to blame Roosevelt for the panic, and he Smee 
eyen the most conservative arguments for currency reform w bi 
economic quackeries that had been hawked to the eT 
last years of the nineteenth century by political wondermen i 
seldom found their nostrums a key to public office. They wert , 
Greenbackers of the 1870's and Dick Bland and William ay 
Bryan and the other silverites of the 1890's. They all attribute ae 
most magical qualities to currency expansion. They were ey “f 
who absorbed their knowledge by inspiration. They eo a 
a monetary system as the single panacea, at very least a ir a 
economic penicillin, for soothing all the troubles ofa ue 
ciety. Cannon had campaigned successfully against ee 
although he himself had once advocated the restoration © 
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a ‘allism, which the United States abandoned in the year he took 
"his seat in Congress. But as soon as William Jennings Bryan incor- 
porated bimetallism in the articles of Democratic faith, the single 
Told standard had become an integral part of Cannon’s Republi- 
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canism. 

_ The Speaker nevertheless thrust those prejudices from his mind 
and guided through Congress legislation that seemed to reform 

_ the currency, in order to prevent Congress from passing legisla- 
tion that would have wrought serious changes in the currency 
and the management of banks. Comment like Banker Hamilton’s, 
agitating the nation, had induced Aldrich to sponsor and the Sen- 
ate to pass, before Cannon fell out with Williams, a bill that crossed 
the limits of Cannon’s tolerance. To stave off the Senate bill, Can- 
non was willing to provide his own bill. 

In the form Aldrich had written it, the bill simply authorized 
national banks to issue currency based on their securities, author- 
ized the Treasury to keep such currency out of circulation except 
in times of emergency by a high tax, and established a National 
Monetary Commission, to be selected only from members of the 
House and Senate. That bill would father little new currency, and 
it promised to silence the clamor for federalizing the banks until 
some vague future time when the Commission, reflecting Con- 
gressional views, chose to write a report, But LaFollette had ruined 
the bill for Cannon. He had tacked on a prohibition against banks’ 
lending money to firms of which an officer of the bank was an 
officer or director. The bill also required banks to keep 30 per cent 
of their deposits in cash. “If it becomes law, it will surely put 
about forty per cent of the country banks out of business,” J. W. 
Gates, the owner of the First National Bank, Port Arthur, Texas, 
wrote to Cannon. 

The Speaker, the honorary president of the Danville National, 
lew a thing or two about country banks, and he was in complete 
agreement with Gates, For something better than the Aldrich 

Bill, however, the Speaker could not turn to his own Banking and 

tency Committee. There squatted the bossy Fowler, dinning 
out his demand for a central banking system like Germany's. 

Fowler did not trust Congress to analyze the shortcomings of the 

ing and currency problem. He, too, proposed the establish- 
ment of a National Monetary Commission, but his would consist 
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experts from outside the Capitol as wel] a; 
ee Figs Howse and Senate. Cannon drew back 
twenty-two members 0} an affront to the American system of goy. 
ae raise with the privilege of Congress to study 
ay ‘ i on the banking and currency. 
ahaa ea a law custom-made for his country-banker, 
eas optimist’s conceptions. He encouraged Repre- 
ee ae was president of the leading bank in the 
og ahha "country in southwestern New York—the Sal- 
See ecto any—to introduce a currency bill that fitted 
nig oF Dee atten It hardly differed from the bill Al- 
a Sd St taFollette’s amendments were expunged. The 
sede esi ushed by Fowler were left out. It set up 
‘e - Cc a as a Congress monopoly, and it author- 
eene fit National Currency Associations (ten banks to 
e aa in one association to a city), to which the federal 
Cr srl of the Currency could issue new paper money. The 
Se eld by the banks in each association would back this 
isnt A rich urrency. Bankers and businessmen in the cities 
Eatin ish The Journal of Commerce said that the bill 
ea ke pana, since securities on which the currency was 
Ute ae could fluctuate in price. The Merchants Se 
of New York sent a letter of protest to Cannon et a 
ember of the House: “If Congress passes the Aldrich Bi oo 
e tion of it, we feel sure that it will have to reckon with t = 7 & 
i sa ractically unanimous disapproval of the entire bo x 
eens and financial thought.” What the merchants mei ve : 
the Aldrich Bill applied equally to the Vreeland es a = ai 
small-town financiers objected to the measure. ‘The oe 
Bill is a panic breeder because it puts no check een ork 
amount that may be issued of bond-secured currency, re Pah 
an investment broker in Galesburg, Illinois, wrote = . ie) 
Cannon put away the protests, and referred the bill to 
ee ers voting 
The committee promptly tabled the bill, the members "° 
twelve to three against recommending that the se jen 
Burton, faithful to Cannon, voted for Vreeland ts foe 
John W. Weeks of Massachusetts to go along with ! ee ‘ 
wise Cannon’s maneuver would have had no Republica! 
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on the committee. Fowler called the bill a “makeshift,” “another 
‘stumbling block to real reform of our currency and financial 
practices.” He mentioned that Vreeland, who was not a member 
a? the committee, had never before sponsored a banking bill, al- 
though he had been in the House eighteen years, Fowler's com- 
ments did not anger Cannon. They meant that in the bill he had 
the harmless palliative that he sought. 

The rules prevented the House from considering legislation 
which the standing committee, Possessing proper jurisdiction, re- 
fused to approve. One afternoon at half-past twelve in the middle 
of May, however, a week after Cannon's seventy-second birthday, 
Vreeland sent to the Speaker's desk a resolution calling on the 
House to ignore the rules, to discharge Fowler's committee from 
responsibility for either his bill or a similar one sponsored by 
Williams, and to pass the bill by 5:00 p.m, The resolution bore the 
stigmata of Dalzell in the phrases that called for action now. A 
speech by Burton showed the House that not all Banking and 
Currency members agreed with Fowler. The House performed 
as requested. It voted to suspend the rules, and by sunset it ap- 
proved Vreeland’s bill. Fowler and Cooper and Nelson voted 
against both Propositions, which looked like the handiwork of 
Cannon himself as well as Vreeland. But then they were voices in 
the wilderness. Within a week the Senate accepted the House bill, 
and it was law. In sponsoring legislation as well as by smothering 
it, Cannon portrayed himself as the scourge of Theodore Roosevelt. 
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i i ioning his own cause had its disap- 
ne aoe AG did not enable him effectively 
Baad himself. The President tantalized the Speaker by 
serenely declining to complain openly about Cannon's rep 
bility for the shabby treatment his program was receiv ing i 
proddings of his Cabinet officers did not stir Roosevelt poe es 
policy. The exasperated Postmaster General Meyer en ee ms 
Cabinet meeting, in May 1908, by stating that the consent 
were taking their do-nothing cue from the Speaker an ua 
that the Speaker be called to account. Roosevelt uae oe es 
then forgot. By silence Roosevelt facilitated the ae he: 
pression of the proposals contained in the stream ©} ue aa 
which passed from White House to Capitol. But he con 
the Speaker's effort to run for the presidency. ‘ 

Cannon so expertly frustrated the President 's pr a 
President so politely accepted the frustration that Cant ae 
unable to come directly to grips with Roosevelt the Be so ae 
country could plainly see that Cannon was engagee S es 
against what Roosevelt represented, but the conflict oe at 
as long as Roosevelt stayed away from the tournamen® a ai 
in December laid out the jousting field for the strugg ai 
Uncle Joe, Roosevelt was content to let the field be uset 0” 


a battleground for ideas, and he refused to put on his ar 
100 
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ride out to the rescue of the ideas. Since Cannon could not go 
after Roosevelt the man, he could not openly go after Roosevelt’s 
protégé, Taft, either, although by the end of January the politick- 
ing out in the states on the part of the federal officeholders not 
beholden to Cannon made it plain that Roosevelt really was 
going to try to put Taft across. “The Speaker” was not a precise 
label for Cannon's office. During and before Cannon’s day the 
Speaker was customarily one of the most silent officials in govern- 
ment. He aired his opinions in the actions and inaction of the 
House rather than in his own assertions. In remaining aloof from 

onal controversy Roosevelt disclosed his astuteness, A joust 
by lances with Cannon would certainly have unloosed the 
Speaker's tongue, divided the Republican Party, and jeopardized 
Taft's chances of victory. As it was, Taft had Opportunities to 
expound, without being too specific, the things he stood for, and 
to relate them to the aspirations and recommendations of 
Roosevelt, while Cannon became increasingly famous for the 
things he stood against. 

Cannon nevertheless began the year 1908 in a cheerful frame 
of mind about the presidency. “Frankly, the more I see of the 
situation the better I am satisfied, from the party standpoint as 
well as the standpoint of the best interest of the country, that 
the field should be larger than Brother Taft in the national con- 
vention,” he wrote on January 16 to Captain Henry King, editor 
of the St, Louis Globe-Democrat. To B. M. Chiperfield, a con- 
stituent in Canton, Illinois, he wrote: “It seems to me that if Illi- 
nois shall present in good faith my name to the convention, it 
willhave more than an even chance of being successful.” 

Dick Yates, the turn-coat Republican who had campaigned 
against Cannon for Congress in 1906, came out for Cannon for 
President in January 1908. Representative William S. Greene of 
Massachusetts told the New York Sun that “only two things stand 
a the Way of Joseph Cannon's triumphant nomination and 
clection—his age and his profanity, The former cannot be 
helped, while the latter should not really be held against him, be- 
ae itis not real irreverence, but merely a habit of speech.” In 

“oraty the Inter-Ocean reported that Cannon and Taft were 
the two leading candidates.” The other aspirants were Charles 

sirbanks of Indiana, the Vice President; Governor Charles 
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and Senator Philander Knox of Pen, 
Evans LEE Net an convention conducted by the z 
sylvania, : high school in Hazleton, Pennsylvania, nominated 
dents of the second ballot. He received a good word even from 
Cannon on “You haye acted like a statesman should throughout, 
Sea of Wisconsin have good reason to ae for persons 

Democrats masquerading as Repub. 
like ere, eae C. Spooner, LaFollette’s old fo, 
aes tin the nation as well as in Congress, Cannon was 
implied the leader of conservatives. “I have been immensely 
ee th your attitude during the present session,” wrote 


SE ial ic Illinois in convention in the Arsenal 
Cee, ae eet iusly endorsed Cannon for the 
: a nomination, as the Speaker had expected they would 
when he opposed the Oglesby Primary Bill. Jewell presided over 
the resolutions committee, which was fretting with a tariff plank 
when a knock came at the door of the conference room. It was 
messenger who whispered to Jewell the news that the Leland 
Hotel, where most of the delegates to the convention had a 
was afire. Jewell smiled at his colleagues, closed the door after : : 
messenger departed, and kept the information to himself. a i 
not want the committee members to leave before they i - 
pleted their work. But an hour later they were still fumb! me 
the precise words. They had worked out a statement that ae : 
Jewell, but the debate went on about the need for ge 
word here and there. Impatiently Jewell interrupted their 
ion. ' 
: “Perhaps some of you will be interested to know that you 
and other property are in the Leland Hotel, and I have ix; 
it is burning,” he said. “You had better adopt the oe 
adjourn.” Throwing back their chairs, they tossed the eek "3 
to Jewell with a shout that they now approved it as it % , Ve 
hurried away to the hotel, The tariff plank thus ee cul 
cepted was a series of suitably ambiguous sentences we a 
rored both the sentiment of the times and the celebrated °° 
tions of Cannon. It said: 


£ 
; yisdom © 
The very success of the present tariff demonstrates = . has pi 


Tevising it to conform to the improved conditions wh 


=— 
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duced. We believe that the people of the United States will profit by 
a new tariff, but it must be a Republican tariff, a protective tariff, 
a tariff which recognizes in all its parts the difference between 

merican and foreign wages, the difference between the high scale of 


‘of American wage earners and the scale of living imposed by 
~ . 
Et eat wages upon foreign workmen. 


109 


“Nobody was playing jokes on Uncle Joe, but the graph of his 
race for the presidential nomination showed a curve on the rise 
at the beginning of the year and then a sharp decline. As they say 
for horses, he had “early foot.” When winter edged toward spring, 
the optimism for Cannon's chances began to dull. Even during 
the most cheerful period he seemed to be making little serious 
headway outside Ilinois. Those friendly letters he was receiving 
from all over were not the equivalent of votes in the convention. 

The most ardent members of his cheering section complained 
that his canvass was not being pushed vigorously enough. Did 
McKinley really have what it takes to line up votes for a presiden- 
tial candidate? He was such a mild little man, with his two gentle 
mottoes: “If you can’t speak a kind word, keep still,” and “We 
must be polite even to our friends.” Little Mac was a hard and 
competent worker, with a record of reaching his goals by ingen- 
ious and persistent assault on the obstacles in his way. When he 
failed to obtain a right-of-way for his interurban line into St. 
Louis over existing bridges, he ran for Congress in order to sponsor 
abill authorizing the construction of a new bridge across the Mis- 
sissippi River. His constituents elected him, Congress approved 
the bridge, and his trains rolled into St. Louis, But Cannon’s par- 
tisans Were dissatisfied. Captain King wrote to Cannon that he 
better get busy lining up Arkansas, and the Inter-Ocean gave this 
advice in an editorial: “The observed facts should suggest to the 
men in charge of the Cannon campaign not so much a dress parade 

‘ois—where it is all over for Mr. Cannon but the shouting 
;,18 active and constructive organization in other great Repub- 
“an states which have no ‘favorite sons.’” An anxious note crept 
‘nto the communications from his friends. “My only fear is that 
You are remaining too reticent as to your southern campaign,” 
Wrote an admirer in the capital. Cannon’s agents were tardy about 
ing up lost time. On March 19 John H. McGraw, a Cannon 
“ampaigner, reported to Busbey from Seattle: 
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[arrived here the evening of Saturday the 14th inst. and imme diately 
took up the work of preventing an endorsement of any candidate fo, 
the presidency by our State Central Committee. I was too late, how. 
ever, and soon discovered that the friends of Mr. Taft had beep 
actively engaged in gathering up the proxies of the members who would 
be unable to attend the meeting, and that an instruction [for Taft] was 
probably a foregone conclusion. 


Cannon, in drawing attention to himself as the champion of 
conservatism, was making enemies outside the Capitol at a faster 
rate than he was attracting supporters. Perhaps this untoward 
development, rather than any inadequacy of McKinley’s, ac. 
counted for the slow progress of the canvass for the Speaker. As 
early as-December 1907 Jewell had written to Busbey that “Mr, 
McKinley finds that there is considerable opposition developing 
against Mr. Cannon on account of his supposed unfriendliness to 
organized labor, and especially to organized railroad labor.” The 
Speaker doubted that the rail men were turning against him 
Evidence in support of his confidence in them came from William 
Bosley, a Big Four hogger living in Mattoon, Illinois, who on 
March 4 sent Cannon a resolution of criticism adopted by his lodge 
of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. He followed that 
communication with a letter to McKinley: “Personally, I have the 
highest regard for Mr. Cannon and believe that he is sincere and 
honest in every way and that he endeavors to handle the business 
of his office in such a manner as will bring about the greatest good 
to the greatest number.” 

But the rising tide was the tide of complaint. In their hearts 
well as in public thousands of Americans were growing hostile to 
Uncle Joe, Their temper was tersely analyzed by a stranger, J. 
Forbes, a traveling salesman, who wrote to the Speaker late in 
April, after the Williams filibuster, from the heart of the old Pop- 
ulist country, Ottawa, Kansas. “The public mind is not now 10 
condition to tolerate the arbitrary control of Congress, said 
Forbes. “Any Republican Congressman standing for re-election : 
a close or moderately close district has got to pledge himset 
against Cannonism or go out of office. Ought to pass the Theodore 
Roosevelt program. Need bill on publicity for corporation oe 
butions to campaigns, postal savings, federal licensing for oN 
corporations, open all banks to government inspectors, let the 
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‘tomey General name receivers for insolvent railroads. Turn over 
anew leaf.” 
anew 


jon’s new enemies included the temperance fanatics, who 
re daily growing in number and influence, and the publishers 
of hundred newspapers. The dries advocated government 
& ent of total abstinence from alcoholic beverages, includ- 
‘ing ales, beer, wine, and patent remedies (topers unable to buy 
iiskey could ease their nerves with a “purely vegetable” tonic 
ich contained 41.6 per cent alcohol or various stomach bitters 
which averaged 45 per cent). The cause of enforced abstinence 
iaalbera taken seriously since the organization of the American 
iti-Saloon League (soon changed to the Anti-Saloon League 
America) in Washington in December 1895. Four years later 
the League opened a legislative office near the Capitol the better 
to influence Congress, and in 1901 it persuaded Congress to elim- 
inate canteens (liquor stores) from military reservations. The 
League's “Wet and Dry Map” of the United States for January 1, 
1908, showed four states which prohibited the sale and consump- 
tion of liquor—Maine, Kansas, Georgia, and Oklahoma. All other 
sl tes but mine (New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New Mexico, Utah, 
Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana, and Washington) had passed 
local option laws which permitted the residents of municipalities 
and counties to hold elections on the question of imposing absti- 
nence in their particular political subdivisions. Twenty-five coun- 
ies in Illinois, among them Edgar County in Cannon’s district, 
Voted dry in the spring of 1908. 

‘That progress, however, left the temperance campaigners dis- 
satisfied, and for their continued dissatisfaction they blamed Can- 
ton. The inhabitants of dry states, dry cities, and dry counties 
were free to buy and drink all the intoxicants they could stomach, 
without fear of punishment, despite the strict prohibition in the 
local laws, as a result of the interstate commerce clause of the 
Constitution. The courts had decided that liquor shipped in its 
original package to an addressee in a dry area was subject not to 
tie police power of the states but to the interstate commerce 
“ause, which was enforceable only by the federal government. 
Since the federal government did not prohibit the shipment of 
quor anywhere except to Indian reservations, the federal gov- 
‘ment in effect forbade the dry areas to enforce their local laws 
‘ 
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by seizing liquor in transit. Flouters of the local law not only coul 
drink the interstate commerce gin with impunity, but they coulq 
sell it without fear of arrest or fine, provided the sale was mado 
in the original package. The express companies regularly increased 
the size of their agencies in counties which had voted dry, in order 
to put themselves at the interstate commerce service of the minor. 
ity which remained wet. 

Cannon irked the Anti-Saloon League because he prevented 
the House from voting on a bill which would have permitted pro. 
hibition and local option states to forbid the delivery to the ad. 
ressee of alcoholic liquors which entered the state or local option 
areas in initerstate commerce. In the first session of the Fifty-ninth 
Congress the Judiciary Committee refused to report the reform 
bill. In the second session the committee reported the bill to the 
House, but the Rules Committee did not authorize consideration 
of it. In the Sixtieth Congress the bill again languished in the Ju- 
diciary Committee because the Speaker wished it to. The author 
of the bill was a tectotaler, that same Charles E. Littlefield of 
Maine whom Cannon had helped to save from Gompers. “Today 
the temperance people all over the world are looking to Maine 
as the leading state in outlawing the liquor traffic,” Littlefield 
remarked to the editor of the 1908 Anti-Saloon League Year 
book. 

The first suggestion that Cannon’s opposition to the Littlefield 
bill was politically indiscreet came in a letter from a Cannon sup: 
porter, H. L. Sheldon, of Rock Falls, Illinois, on February 2 
Sheldon had heard a rumor about Cannon and the temperance bill 
“T have been all over the state,” wrote the correspondent, “and! 
haye been surprised to see the deep feeling existing among the 
Republicans upon this question, and I am writing you this simply 

to remind you that these men cannot be safely ignored.” Cann” 
already, moreover, had dismayed the foes of “ardent spirits by 
advocating, in an address in November 1907 in Chicago #t ue 
banquet of the Naval Academy Alumni Association, the retum 
the canteen to military reservations “for the good of the servic 
Cannon argued that it was better to have the canteen, with pr?! 
restrictions on its use, than to tempt soldiers and sailors to Teave 
the reservation in search of a drink. The Reverend A. S. Buchan, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Cairo, Illinois, 
news reports about the speech and warned the Speaker that 
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ld “depend on the most intense opposition from the whole 
esbyterian ministry in your campaign for the presidency. We 
are not Democrats but would a hundred times rather see a Dem- 
ocrat | elected to that place than a man who holds such a low idea 
‘pf morals.” And the Northwestern Christian Advocate, the Chi- 
"cago organ of the Methodist Episcopal Church, asked editorially 
-whether-Gannon “meant deliberately to insult the ministers and 
members of the Christian Churches of America who entered their 
protest against the canteen.” The furore about Cannon’s honest 
atutude toward military drinking intensified the ill will which he 
~ aroused in temperance circles by his smothering of the Littlefield 
‘pill. The sincere drys in local option areas became his opponents. 
And Methodists everywhere officially bridled at his name after 
May 1908, when the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, meeting in Baltimore, resolved: 


: We stand for the speediest possible suppression of the beverage 
liquor traffic. 

The Methodist church had more members than any other Protes- 
tant sect. 


Cannon also angered newspaper publishers by his refusal to 
support President Roosevelt's recommendation that the tariff be 
abolished on newsprint and on the wood pulp of which newsprint 
is made. For this stubbornness the publishers, from the spring of 
1908 onward, portrayed Cannon to every newspaper reader in the 
United States as a mulish, narrow, mean, self-seeking Czar. The 
editorial picture of the funny, friendly pioneer gradually disap- 
peared. Gompers and the total-abstainers and the midwestern 
reformers could agitate only in restricted circles of Americans 
with special separate interests. The papers affected the opinions of 
all. In his defiance of the publishers, Cannon made possible the 
beginnings of that slow coalescence of his opponents who, when 
they had combined, overwhelmed him and what he stood for. 

The publishers won the President to their cause by identifying 
itwith conservation. Free trade in print and pulp, they said, would 
Saye the American forests, since the raw materials would come 
fom Canada, That was a new twist in an old campaign. Since 
1894 the American Newspaper Publishers Association had been 
asking for special tariff consideration in order to cut the costs of 
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t uusiness, not to promote conservation. They lobbied at 
oo during consideration of the Dingley Tariff, but the a 
gressmen, disregarding the publishers, set duties of $6 and ¢g ; 
ton on newsprint. The publishers’ interest in free trade for news. 
print grew when the International Paper Company and the Gen. 
eral Paper Company were organized in 1898 as near-monopolies. 
they manufactured most of the newsprint used in the United 
States, As far as paper was concerned, even the most conservative 
publishers adopted the argument of LaFollette that the tariff was 
the mother of trusts. They blamed the newsprint duties for the 
power of International Paper. 

In the summer of 1907 the price of newsprint which Pub. 
lisher Herman Ridder bought for his paper, the New York Staats. 
Zeitung, rose from $35 to $49 a ton. Ridder, who was the president 
of the American Newspaper Publishers Association, on September 
18 called a special meeting of the organization, which resolved 
to seek again the repeal of the print and pulp tariffs and to ask the 
Department of Justice to make another investigation of the “paper 
trust.” An investigation in 1905 of General Paper had resulted in 
a court order in 1906 dissolving the company. The dissolution 
briefly but not permanently depressed newsprint prices. After 
the meeting a committee of the association saw Roosevelt and 
converted him to the movement for tree trade in pulp and print, 
and when Congress convened, Representative Frederick Clement 
Stevens of Minnesota introduced a bill to carry out the summer 
resolution of the publishers’ association. 

Ridder was a bland-looking German-American, large, fair- 
haired, and moon-faced. His vigorous determination to have his 
own way won him a label, “That German Devil.” He was presi- 
dent of the publishers’ association because, contrary to the tradi- 
tion of the society, he had forced a fight for the office on the floor 
of the annual convention in the spring of 1907 and had won. Al 
though many publishers had habitually called for lockouts and 
strike-breaking to force their economic will upon printers, pres" 
men, stereotypers, or photo-engravers, Ridder persuaded his news 
paper colleagues to arbitrate their labor disputes and keep peace 
on the papers, 

He opened his campaign for passage of the Stevens bill 09 
March 9, when he wrote Cannon asking for his co-operation 


POKER AND PRAYERS 115 


ing newspapers from the “combination” of companies that 

le up the American Paper and Pulp Association which, Ridder 

id, were responsible for “extortionate increases in the price of 
= sprint paper.” The Stevens bill had been referred for consid- 
eration to Sereno Payne’s Ways and Means Committee and had 
“never reappeared. On March 21 Payne notified Ridder that his 
committee would not consider the newsprint tariff during that 
- session of Congress. Cannon said nothing, but he quietly opposed 
he Stevens bill and Ridder’s request for many reasons. Above all, 
Ridder was putting the protective tariff in jeopardy. To consider 
a free trade bill for the benefit of newspaper publishers would in- 
ite a horde of other special interests to demand free trade on 
‘oods they bought. Then, Cannon was not a conservationist. Be- 
‘sides, the Stevens bill would not change the publishers’ situation 
ause the Dominion government and many of the individual 

/ Canadian provincial governments imposed export duties on pulp, 
in order to encourage Canadians to manufacture newsprint at 
home. Those duties, beyond the reach of the United States pub- 
lishers, had as much effect as the American tariff on the price of 
paper, and Canada indicated that it would retain, even increase, 
‘export duties whatever action the United States took. Further- 
‘more, Cannon suspected, because Ridder was an active leader in 
the Democratic Party, that he had partisan political motives for 
his free trade campaign. Cannon received letters from some news- 
Paper publishers opposing tariff abolition. Cannon did not know 
whether the paper trust really was extortionate. A New York 
lawyer interested in the pulp business told him that International 


_ Paper was only the largest of sixty-eight competing paper manu- 


facturing companies in the United States, The arguments on both 
sides were inconsistent. Ridder argued that behind their tariff pro- 
tection the newsprint manufacturers were ruthlessly destroying the 
forests and that they were at the same time severely restricting 
production, The paper manufacturers asserted that the lifting of 
‘the tariff would not affect the prices paid by Ridder et al., except 
tat it might cause a ruinous reduction of prices. 
_ Inthat confusion Ridder saw Cannon early in April, The Speaker 
had introduced a resolution calling on the Attorney General and 
fe Secretary of Commerce and Labor to send the House all pa- 
pers bearing on the affairs of print paper manufacturers and to 
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steps their departments had taken to investigate 
es eecae Si as publishers leveled. That Bas = 
enough for Ridder. “We now appeal to you, he wrote Cannon on 
April 9, “to aid us by favoring a resolution instructing the Com. 
mittee on Ways and Means to immediately report the Stevens bil] 
to the House for its consideration. The letter failing to move Can. 
non, Ridder called in person at the Speaker's office. 

Ridder has left no record of that meeting, but according to the 
“Personal Memoirs of Uncle Joe Cannon, as told to Dorsey Rich. 
ardson, Esq.,” a typescript in the Illinois State Historical Library 
in the Centennial Building in Springfield, Ridder told Cannon 
that if he would support the Stevens bill, the publishers would 
launch his campaign for the presidency at a dinner in Washington 
and put him in the White House. 

“Ridder,” said Cannon, according to the Memoirs, “I remember 
reading in a book when I was a boy—induced to read in it by my 
mother; I have not read as much in that book perhaps as I ought 
to have read—about a certain individual taking another individ- 
ual up into a high mountain and waving his arm and saying to him, 
‘T will give you all this if you fall down and worship me’—when 
he knew that he did not own a God-damned foot of it.” 

“Then we shall destroy you,” Cannon remembered Ridder re- 
joining. “You will never be Speaker again. You will never be 
elected to the House of Representatives again. And we will de- 
stroy the Republican Party unless this is done.” 

Cannon sent for his colored messenger to escort Ridder from 
the office. “Get out of here and don’t you ever enter my room 
again,” the Speaker said to the departing publisher. 

Cannon stood pat. Instead of frightening him into taking ac: 
tion for print and pulp, Ridder had only weakened the whole case 
for general tariff revision. “I am satisfied that most of the tariff 
revision ‘hurrah’ comes from newspapers that want cheaper print: 
ing paper,” Cannon said in a note to Busbey. One hundred and 
sixty-four Representatives, among them John Sharp Williams, 
signed a petition for the disinterment of the Stevens bill from the 
Ways and Means Committee graveyard and for its consideration 
on the floor, but the Speaker was granite. While the American 
Newspaper Publishers Association was holding its annual conven” 
tion in New York City late in April, Cannon sponsored and the 





A POKER AND PRAYERS 117 


fi fous e approved a resolution establishing a special committee to 
investigate the charges of monopoly and price-fixing by the paper 
. The passage of the resolution was the requiem for the 
tevens bill as far as the Sixtieth Congress, First Session, was 
icamed. Cannon named his favorite, Representative Mann, to 
chairmanship of the special committee. The publishers treated 
resolution as the final effrontery visited on them by the Speaker. 
They called it a “subterfuge,” and, in the midst of the campaign 
for the presidential nomination, the newspaper attacks on Can- 
‘non began, 
~ Until then the newspapers had taken calmly Cannon's high- 
iymted behavior. Most of them tolerated the repression of others’ 







a 


terests. With a few rare exceptions, publishers of Republican 
Pp apers had supported him or ignored him and publishers of Dem- 

atic papers had criticized him as a matter of course. The new 
critical attitude of the publishers, irrespective of party, influenced 
the readers of the newspapers. When the Chicago Post condemned 
Cannon's refusal to heed the petition for the Stevens bill, a mem- 
ber of the the Union League Club, the inner circle of Republican- 
ism, wrote the Speaker: 


You are making tens of thousands of Republicans dissatisfied with 
the party, and I truly believe as I have heard many men say you were 
making more anarchists at the present time than could be manufactured 
inall the cities of the world. 


Charley Hitch reported that the Chicago Record-Herald and 
the Tribune “are about as mean as they can be and doing all they 
can against you.” Medill McCormick, editor of the Tribune, was 
a member of Ridder’s special publishers association committee 
for the Stevens bill. Frank B. Noyes, part owner of the Record- 
Herald, Was an owner as well of the Washington, D. C., Star, the 
managing editor of which, Samuel H. Kauffmann, was also a mem- 
ber of Ridder’s committee. The newspaper criticisms extended far 
e yond Chicago, Lawyer Frank Lindley, an old friend of Uncle 
Joe's in Danville, who had helped William P, Cannon organize his 
Public utility companies many years earlier, confessed that he 
Suffered “extreme regret” at finding, in his reading of daily papers 
‘Tom the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the Gulf to the Lakes,” 
that they were full of “bricks” for Cannon. 
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‘ ined friendly to Cannon could not J. 
Newspapers te Sp eatenin ee circulation areas, be. 
ways save the Pees iies which criticized him offset the influence 
cause national mag: P. MacLennan’s Topeka, Kansas, State 
of those papers. dly, but MacLennan informed Cannon that an 
Journal was Fe aitook of May 2 was making an impression in 
egal a efunct, the Outlook was a weekly journal, edited 
anes ‘Abbott, with a large following. 
y Lyman eer-e Congregational minister, and an author (he 
Beaks yer for thirty years), reviewed Cannon's behavior 
wrote a 


ately but sardonically. The Speaker irked him by suppress- 


cae the Stevens bill but the bill to establish the Appalachian 
g no 


Whi i hich today we know as 
i untain forest reserves (w’ 
- rh ae) The effect on the reader was the same: Cannon 
ate ae resented as an absolutist exercising powers he 
ficial never a possessed. About Cannon and the forest bill, 
8 
the Outlook said: 
i iv thich actuate Mr. Can- 
i ecessary to consider the motives w Mi 

ze Be Aetrutive tactics except to say that no one suspects him of 

non 


is i i n be that he is 
i i ive is immaterial. It may eve 
SR clic te leg inexpedient, extravagant or uncon: 


ight in thinkin islation or uncon 
Se aril Be i itarateral The fundamental question is 4 
ie this bill wise? but, Have the American people, peeeeh ee pen A 
erly constituted representatives, a right to pass on its wisdom: lis 


: panne 
Outlook protests against substituting government by oligarchy, how 


ever wise it may be, for government by the people, however unwise they 
wae ier’: razine t0 
The problem of the forests also provoked Collier's ee a 
print two articles condemning Cannon Tate in Mey ue - charm 
the Collier’s author, could not escape the old man’s om y sa 
He found the Speaker a “lovable Philistine, . . - anys ll 
. . . magnetic,” His eyes were “tender,” and he ha’ 4 g ve 
for camp-meeting hymns. But his faults eee h si ic 
tions, Americans in the midst of an aesthetic revival read in Atel 
that Cannon was a crude hater of beauty, who Cea hal 
for considering the appearance as well as the efficiency ie on fort 
ings they planned. He advocated a prohibitive tart of prodt® 
paintings, The use of public grounds for parks instea ae 
tive facilities outraged his sense of thrift, and he propo 


POKER AND PRAYERS 119 


4 
— Park, a lovely open green spot opposite the White 
Hol use with a stony pile of government offices. “No amount of 
massage can rub a new idea, like the Appalachian National Forest, 
igh his pores,” said Collier’s. Hard reported that Congress 
‘received petitions for the establishment of forest reserves 
from the National Association of Manufacturers, the American 
Cotton Manufacturers Association, the National Lumber Dealers 
§ ‘Association, the National Lumber Manufacturers Association, the 
"Carriage Builders National Association, the National Slack Coop- 
- era ge Association, and the National Association of Box Manufac- 
ers. But since Cannon was “the most unimaginative man that 
‘ever rose to so high a public position in this country,” the petitions 
did not move him or affect Congress, 
‘The controversy over forest reserves was old, and for most 
Americans, dull until Cannon transformed it into a question of 
vital interest by including it among the proposals under his 
personal ban. Here we begin to see how his exciting personality 
could give a quivering animation to public issues which other- 
wise left the average citizen cold or which puzzled him because 
they concemed matters outside his direct experience. For city 
dwellers it took an effort of mind to grasp the meaning of forests 
to their daily lives. For farmers ignorant of good soil practices 
those trees in the forest not needed for stove wood often repre- 
sented simply an impediment to cultivation. Cannon himself as 
achild had watched his father and their neighbors in the primeval 
woods of Indiana ring trees by the hundreds to make way for fields 
of corn and wheat. Gifford Pinchot, the United States Forester 
and the initiating genius of the conservation movement in 
America, might say, as he did with perfect truth, that Americans 
would bequeath a poverty-stricken country to their posterity if 
ey exhausted their forests and other natural resources, but such 
a statement brought little more than a shrug before the problem 
ecame identified in reverse with Cannon. As he impressed more 
and more people by his despotic conduct, the problems which 
© despotically thrust aside attracted ever-increasing notice. After 
1 spring of 1908 those who saw bad in Cannon saw good in 
Whateyer he opposed, and those who discerned the good in him 
°pposed whatever and whoever opposed him. “Not one cent for 
Scenery,” said Cannon in squelching a request for funds for some 


ai 
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f lertaking in conservation. He admired natura) 
be se Sail a state of Washington, he arranged to 
Laas awakened on his train soon after dawn so that he 
a et a good long look at Mt. Rainier, which he had seen before 
cal a few moments. Nothing pleased his eye more than the 
ica waving in the fields in August. But scenery was not to 
be bought and improved at public expense. ee 

Lyman ‘Abbott in 1908 could write his editorial that aroused 
Topeka, because, in 1901 the legislature of North Carolina had 

aes the United States to acquire title to state land in the 
‘Appalachian Mountains, along the western rim of the state, for 
a as a forest reserve. Soon Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee 
assed similar measures. A year later the Society for Protection 
P New Hampshire Forests advocated the establishment of a White 
Mountain Forest Reserve and an Appalachian Forest Reserve, 
Thus commenced the movement for the protection of 18,000,000 
acres of eastern forestland from commercial exploitation. In the 
West the federal government had already set aside 89,000,000 
acres of forest reserves, administered first by the Interior Depart- 
ment and subsequently (over Cannon's objections) by the Agr 
culture Department, In those reserves no Sawyers, no railroads 
harvested the trees for private gain. The government managed 
them for the public advantage, to improve waterways, provide 
facilities for recreation, and safeguard the precious top soil, the 
t source of wealth to which America owed its status as 4 
civilized nation. No sooner had the Society for the Protection of 
New Hampshire Forests published its suggestion when the = 
servationists began recommending to Congress that it pass i 
proper legislation for the federal acquisition of the Bere ie 
In subsequent years the Senate and the House both passe si 
bill but they never passed it in identical form in the same er 
of Congress. As a result of that aimless lack of eeaperation. : 
bill had not become law by 1908. Many times it had died a iY : 

gress without any special exertion on Cannon's part, an 

public was not aroused. : < 

Cannon did not favor the bill. He held to his old pee : 

“not one cent for scenery.” To administer the reserves Wo" ae 
a waste of public money. Furthermore, if Congress should ee 
ize the White and Appalachian Mountain acquisitions, the citi 
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‘how many dozens of other regions would soon be beseeching 
mgress to set up reserves for them? Texans who had heard about 
astern proposals were already asking the Speaker for a public 

est of their own. Even if the eastern reserves cost little to de- 
and oversee, billions of dollars would perhaps be spent on 

all the reserves that in time the federal government might con- 
‘ceivably organize. On behalf of the Speaker, Parliamentary Clerk 
_ Asher Hinds tried to explain the headaches in regional discrimi- 
‘nation to E. F. Baldwin, a member of the Outlook editorial staff: 
“You may say that Congress need not go beyond this bill. Well, 
you may buy one of your five daughters—providing Heaven has 
's0 blessed you—a Paris gown and make the other four wear their 
ast season’s raiment. Of course, you can do it; and he would be 


wy ‘ 


Bs 
? 


3 cia illogical person who should deny your power. And yet what 


( lo you think of it?” As Cannon was refusing to permit the change 
by law of 18,000,000 Appalachian and White Mountain acres in 
the east into forest reserves, President Roosevelt, by Executive 
fiat, was turning 148,000,000 acres of western lands into forest re- 
serves. He could do that because the acres were part of the public 
lands, which the President controlled. Yet Cannon did not aban- 
don the struggle. If it created the eastern reserves by law, Con- 
gress would be surrendering to those who believed that the pur- 
pose of government was to protect the people who maintained the 
government, ‘The forest planners were among the earliest advo- 

tes of the welfare state. “The idea that the Executive is the 


steward of the public welfare was first formulated and given prac- 
tical effect in the Forest Service by its law officer, George Wood- 


ruff,” Roosevelt said in his Autobiography. That alone was enough 
to turn Cannon from conservation. 

_The Appalachian-White Mountain question fell directly under 
Cannon's influence in 1907, when he was proving, during the Sec- 
ond Session of the Fifty-ninth Congress, that he could control the 
fate of legislation at will. The Senate passed the reserves bill unan- 
imously and sent it to the House. There Cannon assigned it to 
the Agriculture Committee, although its chairman, Gilbert Haugen 
of Towa, leaned toward the ideas of Pinchot and his little band of 
Professional conservationists as a result of interest on the plains 
in the preservation of the top soil, the farmers’ gold. Haugen did 
Not immediately report the bill to the House for consideration be- 
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A thorized the Secretary of Agriculture 

cause spo aa he two forest areas should embrace anq 
to detern ‘4 05 000 to finance the inquiry. Tolerance of that in. 
appropriate di erional tactic on Cannon’s part. When Haugen's 
quiry was ® ‘ in the Sixtieth Congress indicated its readiness 
at the bill to the House, Cannon assigned the question to 


‘ Judiciary Committee with a request for an opinion on the con. 
e Ju 


EE ene oated to himself the authority not 
ie ee House, the Senate, and the President, but also of the 
myc es which for more than one hundred years had been 
ae for determining the constitutionality of laws. Not even 
ee Speaker's legislative funeral director, nor the other 
: bers e a Judiciary Committee disapproved the bill. They 
Se that it was constitutional, because in administering the 
ae es, the federal government would be controlling the water. 
sheds a navigable streams, and such streams lay in the jurisdic. 
fen of the federal government. Undaunted, Cannon now buried 
the proposal himself in his own Rules Committee. The President 
ae ineaded the establishment of the eastern reserves. The bees 
ate approved their establishment. Two House committees ms 
willing to support their establishment. But Cannon opposed’ tt, 
ded the matter. 
Sateen it, however, he made it famous. After years sek 
seurity from all but specialists, the technical issue of mpc 
suddenly became part of the human issue of Cannon, a Le 
lishers of the serious magazines like Abbott's and of ee 
newspapers saw to it that everybody appreciated oe ae be 
Cannon opposed the forest reserves, the unfriendly pub! i a a 
forest reserves to their hearts. After Cannon had das' sss = 
hope for tariff relief, the publishers continued to ores) Sad 
in pulp and newsprint as a matter of national concem beca ae 
future of the forests was at stake, and the papers eae 4 
meaning of the reserves to every man. In that way Cannon a 
rant stimulated the education of the public in the issues “ 
they had been willing to ignore. 


ae: t 
As Cannon was making enemies, Taft was winning a 
Probably Taft would have forged ahead even if Cannon © 
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so independently rebuffed citizens whose yearning for change he 
- did not share. Roosevelt was the most popular of all Americans, 
and because Roosevelt was for Taft, the Rooseveltians were for 
' ‘Taft. That left few Republican supporters for any other candidate, 
The professional politicians did not find him attractive, but they 
“bowed to the President. Almost every federal employee was at 
Taft's disposal for the canvass, Gradually Cannon’s great expec- 
tations dwindled. In spite of the good wishes of Guilford College, 
iis Republican convention in Guilford County, North Carolina, 
Cannon's birthplace, instructed its delegates to the national con- 
5 yention to vote for Taft until nominated. Even Illinois proved 
disloyal. Two Chicago delegates to the national convention an- 
‘nounced in April that they belonged to Taft, The encouragement 
which Cannon had received from his friends in Massachusetts 
soured. There Augustus Peabody Gardner was leading Taft’s cam- 
paign, and he found the going easy. In the first week of April the 
New York Herald estimated that already four hundred and four 
delegates were certain for Taft, who needed only four hundred 
and ninety-one to win. Cannon led the “allies,” as he, Hughes, Fair- 
banks, an Knox were called, but he could count on only sixty 
delegates. 
_ Cannon complained that Roosevelt and Taft were playing both 
ends against the middle, Roosevelt was not among those “ad- 
vanced” representatives of humankind described by George San- 
tayana who “will rather die than surrender a tittle of their charac- 
ter.” When the stake was great—such as saving his office from 
Occupancy by a professed opponent of reform—he could equiv- 
cate on issues and make his peace with the kind of men he had 
denounced at Plymouth as the malefactors of great wealth. To Taft 
he attracted Wall Street and the eastern businessmen, whom Roo- 
Sevelt, for all his speeches and messages, had not really harmed. 
Outside Manhattan, Cannon could pass as a city man, but he 
still had too much hay in his hair for the very New Yorkers whom 
he protected from Roosevelt and the opposition. Cannon wrote 
E. Clarke in Boston that the President, a tariff revisionist in 
Washington, had inspired the resolution adopted by the New York 
publican conyention praising the existing tariff schedules, which 
Satisfied the up-state voters beyond the New York City area. The 
So-called plutocrats in New York” and others labeled “the crim- 
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: direction of the President, supporting Mr, 
malin ark peeecalled Civic Federation Bill (anti- 
Taft. ae ee of Mr. Gompers, Seth Low, and attomeys 
injunction), d Seno representatives of the criminal rich, js 
Re elie the House Judiciary Committee for consideration,” 

id ae with more asperity than clearness. ee 
Ts other words, poker and prayers are being played from the 


same hand.” f . When the Republican Na- 

‘The combination Pine dotdel in favor of Taft four con- 
tional ese Bidates from Arkansas and Alabama for seats 
tests ere Ti vivention, Jim Sherman passed the word that Taft 
Ea ae verici however, headed for the convention a week later 
‘was 10. U 


with hope still 
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faintly gleaming. He always ran out his hits. 





4 

a 

Cicaco was the Republican Convention city. There in June 1908 
Cannon found vindication for his experiment with power. 


__ The city was always exhilarating for Cannon. It signified victory. 


There he watched the Republicans nominate Abraham Lincoln 
in 1860. He was able to be a spectator of that portentous action be- 
cause the generous Illinois Central stationmaster in Tolono, IIi- 
nois, wrote out a pass for him. He was too poor to pay his own 
way. He returned to Chicago in style for the nomination of three 
other successful Republican candidates for the presidency—James 


A. Garfield in 1880, Benjamin Harrison in 1888, and Theodore 


Roosevelt in 1904. 

_ Chicago meant the metropolis of culture and money to him. 
For years the great summer event for Cannon’s constituents had 
been the railroad excursion to Chicago for a sight of its elevated 
train lines, its museums, its massive buildings of brick and stone, 


and the waves dashing its shore. It was the economic center of 


the Wabash world. It set the price for the corn which grew in the 
Eighteenth District. Chicago bought Vermilion County coal. The 

in Danville followed the lead of banks in Chicago so closely 
that when Speaker Cannon satisfied President Cannon of the Dan- 
ville National, he could be sure that he was at the same time sat- 
isfying the great bankers in the metropolis. A letter which G. M. 


‘eynolds, president of the Continental National Bank, Chicago, 
125 
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wrote to Cannon in June 1908 shows one source of the Speaker's 
inspiration: 

; Congress has adjourned and the onerous duties devolving 

as i pesies of the House, have been for the time being laid 
is t wish to congratulate you upon the great amount of work ac- 
complished by the House in its closing days, and especially do I want 
to congratulate you upon the passage of the currency bill. 

On behalf of thousands of western bankers I desire to thank you 
for the assistance given to that bill, for we all well know that without 
your support it would have been impossible to have secured any legisla- 
tion at the last session of Congress. 

Thank you personally for your courtesies to myself and associates 
when we called on you to discuss this matter with you. 


The sight of the city always brought back the supreme moments 
of Cannon’s life. He and Molly Reed Cannon had gone there on 
their wedding trip, and they bought the furniture for their first 
house from Marshall Field, then clerking in a Chicago store. In 
Chicago Cannon boarded the train for Washington to take the 
oath of office for the first time. He was thirty-seven then, and the 
charred city was recovering from the fire. But the city that flames 
destroyed was the city which afterwards astounded the world by 
the beauty and magnitude of its Exposition celebrating the four 
hundredth anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ landing on the 
soil of the new world, Chicagoans were the rugged urban cousins 
of the rural pioneers who in company with the Cannons civilized 
the wilderness of Indiana. They built their city in defiance of the 
blustery lake winds that knifed one in the winter, and they over- 
rode disappointment and rebounded from setback. Chicago had 
the optimism which vitalized Cannon. 

It was considered unseemly in those days for a candidate fora 
presidential nomination to attend the convention which he hoped 
would choose him. Honoring the coy custom, Taft, Hughes, Fait- 
banks, and Knox (and also Roosevelt) all kept their distance from 
Chicago, But Cannon, who had no shame for his ambition, arrived 
there on the morning of June 9, one week before the convention 
was to open. 

The city already was crowded for this fiesta dedicated to the 
saints of self-government, and most of the delegates and many 
the spectators arriving early treated Cannon like a hero. Mat! 
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_ Twain, on the scene, compared him favorably with Lincoln, The 
* e legates in the main shared Cannon’s conservative opinions and 
- admired his skill in defending them. The enemies he collected 
only swelled their affection for him. The dirges of discontent au- 
- dible in the nation left them cold, They did not take the criticisms 
"in the newspapers seriously. Some of them had won campaigns 
of their own in the face of newspaper protest, and they despised 
__ the papers. Some of them had lost campaigns because newspapers 
1 opposed them, and they hated the papers. Most of them were 
pledged to nominate Taft, but that did not mean they had to go 
out of their way to further the Roosevelt crusade through Taft. 
“These delegates were the party, and they preferred Cannon's 
leadership to Roosevelt's. Most of them were men of the old order, 
4 professional politicians and prosperous businessmen who had cul- 
tural and economic stakes in the preservation of private enterprise 
from government interference. Their presence turned Chicago into 
congenial ground for Cannon, for they agreed with the sentiments, 
expressed in a note which he received after he reached Chicago, 
from an investment specialist, Carsten Boe, in New York: 


T have for the past months tried to make the people see that you 


and only you are the man to save the country from the revolution now 
threatened. 


_ Cannon flouted tradition and went to Chicago for three reasons. 
‘The first was to satisfy his own ambition. The second was to ar- 
range the nomination of James Schoolcraft Sherman as vice pres- 
ident. The third was to make sure that the convention did not 
adopt a resolution favoring the exemption of labor from writs of 
injunction issued under the aegis of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. 
McKinley announced that Cannon was in the fight for the pres- 
idential nomination to the finish. But the presidency no longer 
gleamed with the importance which it possessed when McKinley 
opened his canvass. Even if the convention selected Roosevelt's 
™man Taft as the presidential nominee, the choice of Sherman for 
‘Vice president would save the Republican ticket from falling en- 
tirely into the hands of men who favored a protective government. 
id Roosevelt’s eagerness for change would lead nowhere if the 
ublicans adopted a set of platform resolutions that pleased the 

. Standpatters, Cannon might not become President, but if he dic- 
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tated the platform, ‘the chances were that any Republican Pres. 
ident would be his representative. 

Roosevelt was at odds with Cannon on every item of business 
that took him to Chicago. The President had his own allies in the 
city, which was thronged with opposition as well as with Cannon's 
admirers, The reformers all had designs on the platform commit. 
tee that conflicted with the Speaker's. Hal Cooper of Racine had 
with him a special set of resolutions which the LaFollette Repub- 
licans in Wisconsin commissioned him to present to the conven- 
tion. Wisconsin was asking the national Republican Party to take 
a stand for evaluation of the railroads’ physical property, and for 
restriction of the authority of judges to grant injunctions in labor 
disputes. Gompers was carrying about the city an injunction res- 
olution which he and the other members of the executive council 
of the American Federation of Labor drew up at a special meet- 
ing in Chicago early in June. He had reason to think that it was 
time responsible representatives of political parties listened when 
he spoke. The Federation had two million members in one hundred 
and twenty national and international unions which were made 
up of twenty-seven thousand locals. 

Seth Low, who represented the National Civic Federation at 
Chicago, took seriously both the size of Gompers’ following and 
the merit of Gompers’ case against the injunction. Low's was 4 
familiar name to Cannon, for at the Capitol this private citizen 
was Roosevelt's unofficial representative. He had drafted, or su- 
pervised the drafting, of bills to carry out most of the reforms 
about which the President had exhorted Congress, but he never 
encouraged Roosevelt's tendency to denounce elements in society 
whose conduct struck Roosevelt as beyond the pale. Low saw evil 
all around him, but he also saw possibilities of good in every evil 
thing. He was willing to work with the “malefactors of great 
wealth,” 

As far as issues were concerned, he was the chief dealer in Row 
sevelt's game of poker and prayers. He employed his organization 
as an instrument for attracting others to his belief that men coul 
attain prosperity and contentment through co-operation insted 
of conflict, He was confident that a point of harmony existed for 
reconciling the differences between the groups in society that 
usually rub one another the wrong way—the wage-earner and the 
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_wage-payer, the farmer and the city-dweller, the debtor and the 
-ereditor, tenant and landlord. The purpose of the Civic Federa- 
or was “to organize the best brains of the nation in an educa- 
tional movement toward the solution of some of the great problems 
"related o social and industrial progress.” Low tried to extend its 
-jnfluence to every quarter. When the Civic Federation held a con- 
"ference on trusts and corporations in the autumn of 1907, delegates 
came from ninety agricultural, labor, commercial, and economic 
_ associations. 
_ He was the most interesting reformer of them all. He symbol- 
‘ized the national conscience, tortured by dark thoughts of the mis- 
treatment which Americans meted out to Americans in the race 
for wealth and power which characterized Cannon’s golden age. 
The social abuses of the time did not touch his own tangible in- 
- terests. He grew up in comfortable circumstances as the son of a 
tea merchant, and was the president of the tea company after his 
father died. But in ethical revulsion against the corruption and 


_ human exploitation which he sensitively perceived around him, 


hhe took upon his soul the guilt that belonged to others. Public 
corruption and squalor which he discovered in his home city of 
Brooklyn awakened his interest in betterment. Abandoning com- 
_merce, he was elected mayor of Brooklyn, New York, when Brook- 
lyn was a city apart. An educator, he was president of Columbia 
University until 1900. He had been mayor of New York City. He 
was at this time president of the Civic Federation. 

The Federation gratified his hunger for reform by enabling him 
to propound remedies for national wrongs as well as municipal 
shortcomings. He was supporting many projects at Chicago. One 
was the case for the Appalachian-White Mountain forest reserves, 
to which Roosevelt gave increasingly vigorous verbal backing. A 
few days after the publication of the Outlook editorial criticizing 
Cannon for preventing the House from voting on forest reserves, 
the President called to order an Inland Waterways Congress at 
the White House, Vice President Fairbanks, the members of the 
Cabinet, many Congressmen, the nine justices of the Supreme 
Court, and the governors of forty-one states took part. The purpose 
of the congress was to emphasize the interlocking character of our 
natural resources, to make clear to the unconcerned public the 
intimate relationship between good forestry, the preservation of 
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the soil, the banishment of destructive floods, and the utility of 
aw and rivers for navigation and as a source of power, and 
thereby to invigorate public interest in the necessity for the ex. 
jon of the national conservation program under government 
management. Soon after the congress, Roosevelt established the 
National Conservation Commission, with Pinchot as its chairman, 
and charged it to carry on a continuing study, financed by public 
funds, to determine what new conservation programs the Republic 
should undertake in order to make sure that Americans then and 
in future decades would use prudently the resources which lay at 
the foundations of their country’s power. The enthusiasm which 
the Inland Waterways Congress generated bolstered Low’s con- 
fidence that the convention would speak up for the forest reserves. 
The strongest coupling that linked the rich and poor, conserv- 
atives and changers, in Low’s poker-and-prayers program was the 
tariff, The case for revision of Dingley’s eleven-year-old schedules 
was accepted by the National Association of Manufacturers, the 
American Federation of Labor, and the New Idea Republicans in 
Wisconsin. Even Cannon seemed to accept it, but his views were 
misted by a semantically intricate discussion of the form revision 
should take. ; 
You had your choice between the “maximum and the minimum 
and the “minimum and the maximum” tariff. Cannon chose the 
maximum and the minimum. So did Roosevelt’s friend Senator 
Lodge. So did the American Protective Tariff League, which was 
backing Cannon for President. The propositions differed like 
candy and spankings, reward and punishment. The maximum and 
minimum formula stood for punishment. Congress would fix min- 
imum tariffs by law and authorize the Executive to raise them, in 
spanking retaliation for foreign discrimination against imports 
from America, to a maximum level stated in the law. The minimum 
and maximum represented reward. The tariff schedules approved 
by Congress would be the uppermost levels, and the Executive 
would be empowered to lower them to a minimum defined in the 
law, as he saw fit. The controversy about minimum and maximum 
and maximum and minimum blew fog over the tariff problem at 
Chicago, The real question was, Is there to be revision? And, 
Is revision to go up or down? Low wanted revision downward. 
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“ainen’s maximum and minimum implied revision upward. 


The tariff issue at Chicago had another refinement. Van Cleave, 
Aigeresident of the National Association of Manufacturers, took 
to the conyention a sheaf of resolutions which a formidable num- 
"per of businessmen’s societies had passed recommending the es- 
-tablishment of a tariff commission. Cannon had not given an inch 
in his disapproval of the commission idea. In Chicago as well as 
‘in Washington he no more trusted businessmen to determine what 
“was good for themselves than he trusted his colleagues in Con- 
gress to determine what was good for the people they represented. 
Besides his own association, the organizations backing Van Cleave 
included the American Meat Packers Association, the National 
Association of Agricultural Implement and Vehicle Manufac- 
turers, the Indiana Republican Editorial Association, the Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Trade, the Merchants Association of New 
York, the Chicago Association of Commerce, the American Hard- 
ware Manufacturers Association, the Millers National Federation, 
the National Piano Manufacturers Association of America, the 
Western Association of Shoe Wholesalers, the National Boot and 
Shoe Manufacturers Association, the Board of Trade of Chicago, 
and the Carriage Builders National Association. By opposing the 
commission during the Congress session, Cannon drew a thunder- 
ous salvo of denunciation from Van Cleave, who wrote to Jim 
Watson: 


Speaker Cannon is approaching eighty years of age. His mind be- 
came standpat back in the sixties, in the days of fraudulent army con- 
tracts and much corruption. His extreme and picturesque profanity 
isnot a matter of mouth only but of intellectual attitude toward things 
up to date and clean. Physically and mentally he is a veritable Don 
Quixote, and a spectacle to the nation as he fights against the windmill 
of progress, moved by the helpful, onward breath of heaven. 

He is a political horse trader, loose in promise and action, saying to 
One man he is in favor of a tariff commission, to another, he will not 
Oppose it, and goodness knows what to a third. 

Back of Cannon we see the great interests described by Payne: sugar, 
steel, petroleum and others. . . . Those interests are the fat men who 
hit the chestnuts, letting fall upon the political standpatters enough 
crumbs in the way of political contributions and preferments to keep 

em active and subservient. 
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i matched that outburst, but Cannon could not 
: ne cau. A lot of the insinuations and assertions 
= sue Van Cleave was more his ally than his enemy, The 
Sei of the National Association of Manufacturers was also 
esident of that Buck’s Stove and Range Company which had 
Pr ‘an injunction against the American Federation for boycott, 
Fiasioaxe Van Cleave fought Gompers’ ideas about the injunc- 
tion much more fervidly than he fought the Speaker's ideas about 
the tariff, He had to rely on Cannon to suppress Gompers. 

At Chicago it appeared possible in the first hours of the con- 
yention that Low would have victory as well as right on his side 
and that he would guide the country then and there, through its 
dominating party, toward reform. But it turned out that he was in 
advance of his time. He was not the light of reform himself, but 
he was the yoice by which the news of the light, of the change to 
come after him, was transmitted. He helped prepare the country 
for acceptance of change, but other men brought the change about. 

The personal authority of Cannon, increased by the discords 
among the reformers, overwhelmed Low and all the men and 
things he stood for. The Civic Federation members and officers 
did not form solid ranks, The businessmen in the Federation could 
notstomach Low's support of Gompers. Roosevelt was glad to work 
through Low, but he pushed off other changers and specifically 
dissociated himself from the Wisconsin movement, his wintertime 
support of LaFollette’s railroad program sacrificed to his exigent 
need to win conservative backing for Taft. Roosevelt always made 
it easy for Cannon at the crucial moment. As Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge departed for Chicago, he received a note from the a 
ident expressing hope that the convention would not admit to : e 
Republican platform the “LaFollette type of fool radicalism. E 
form still lacked central leadership, and Cannon knew what 1¢ 
wanted and how to get it. ; 

The convention opened in the Colosseum on June 16. Nine 
hundred and eighty delegates and several thousand alternates, 
friends, spectators, and flunkies filled the auditorium. When on 
ator Lodge, who was the permanent chairman as well as a dele 
gate from Massachusetts, mentioned Roosevelt, the delegates cal 
plauded and cheered for forty-seven minutes. They ay 
Roosevelt for his dramatic ability to hold the party, together, b 
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only a few of them blessed him for his views. When aged Julius 
Caesar Burrows, the temporary chairman, tried to utter Roosevelt’s 
, he stammered and choked as thou 


igh he were gagging on 
syllables. The standpatters let Roosevelt know gered in 


of things in his party the moment Burrows began to speak. 
he injunction was the rope in the tug of war between President 
and Speaker, and Burrows took the Speaker's side. He presented 
the issue as choice not between hurting and helping labor but be- 
tween upholding or damaging the integrity of the courts. While 
the agents of the President were Tunning themselves ragged at 
"the Auditorium Annex Hotel to push an anti-injunction plank into 
the platform, Burrows was saying: 


_ ‘The courts are the safeguard of the individual and the republic, If 


ae government and civil liberty should ever be imperiled 
_in this country and driven to bay, they will find their true refuge and 
defense within the impenetrable fortress of the supreme judiciary of 
_ the United States. 


__ The Chief Justice presiding over the supreme judiciary in 1908 
was Melville Fuller, who had pronounced the income tax uncon- 
‘stitutional, discovered that the Sherman Anti-Trust Act did not 

apply to many business undertakings, and regularly upheld judges 

_ of subordinate courts who chastised the unions through the Sher- 
_man Act. Whoever defended Fuller's integrity questioned Roo- 
Sevelt’s, 

_ The Speaker had many helpers besides Burrows. To a man his 
Congressional intimates showed up in Chicago, They conferred 
with him every day at the Union League Club, and through their 
personal friends on the platform committee and on the Republi- 
‘can National Committee they diligently undercut Taft, Roosevelt, 
Gompers, and Low. Cannon controlled the highest level of the 
‘Platform committee. Before the convention was organized, it be- 
came known that Senator Albert J. Hopkins of Illinois wanted to 
be chairman of the platform, but he could have the post only if 
the Illinois delegation selected him to represent his state on the 
‘platform committee. The chairman of the delegation was Senator 
Shelby Cullom, an elderly, pinch-bearded contemporary of the 
Speaker's and one of the earliest serious backers of his presidential 
oom. With Cullom’s acquiescence, Cannon told Hopkins that the 
* 


a 
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. ort him provided he agreed to oppose a res. 
delegation woud pees se a lejenction. The newspapers of the 
olution for na that Hopkins accepted the bargain. Ilinois nomi. 


Se the committee, and the committee named him chair. 
nal 


mek i -two members of the commit. 
aa FE he making when the convention 
Ee at eat kept the committee in protracted debate by 
aaa that the views of Roosevelt and not of Cannon should 
Pe i eoeavelt had sent Wade Ellis, the attorney general in 
‘aft’s home,state of Ohio, to Chicago with instructions to draft 
ue Jutions dealing with labor matters. He was loyal to the 
oe nt He sympathized with Gompers’ aim to have labor ex- 
Tasos the injunction process, and he fended off Cannon as 
best he could. Cannon took his case to the public through one of 
the few newspapers which still admired him, Captain Ene = 
Louis Globe-Democrat. “If the legislation he [Gompers] emand 
were enacted, destruction of property by irresponsible pen in 
such controversies would increase,” he told Captain King's pone a 
tion reporter, “Again, if such legislation were enacted, under . 
cover vicious and irresponsible people belonging to the a i 
classes not engaged in labor, nor seeking to labor, wou a ¥2 
themselves of this opportunity, in the name of contesting lab : z 
destroying property, and the owner thereof would be withou' 
res refusal to lie down fascinated the anonymous Globe- 
Democrat reporter, who wrote in the paper of June 16: 


Never in the history of a great party gathering has tere ee 
situation with relation to the party expression which ee ce 
proach that offered tonight. There is evidence that the fight is the ee 
of President Roosevelt and not of Mr. Taft, and that it means = y 
the transferring to this city of a fight which has been going on ® 
national capital for the past two years. 


The row in Hopkins’ committee over the injunction ee 
raging when the convention, in its third day, began to er ve 
presidential nomination. But Ellis was losing control. H si : 
fobbed Gompers off on a subcommittee instead of giving tok 
hearing before the full committee. The subcommittee me 
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ed instructions from Washington, but they listened to the 
-Jabor leader coldly. Their unfriendly manner resembled the at- 
ide which Cannon had shown when Gompers presented him 
g th “Labor's Bill of Grievances” in the spring of 1906. “You are 
a the whole shooting match,” Cannon said then, “You are not 
"the only pebble on the beach.” Lodge at Chicago agreed with the 
er, The effort of Roosevelt’s supporters on the platform com- 
"mittee to muster a majority failed. If Hopkins did not put the 
platform before the convention soon, the country might jump to 
_ the conclusion that the party was irreparably divided. Such a Tep- 
utation could cost the Republicans the election in November, The 
5 ittee accepted Cannon’s injunction formula. The American 
Federation of Labor, Low, Roosevelt, Wisconsin—all had fallen 
once more before Cannon the Czar. 
_ The resolution which Gompers and Low recommended until 
the committée’s final vote would, in practical effect, have com- 
mitted the party to the reforms described in the Pearre bill. That 
bill, lying deep under the sod of the Judiciary Committee in Wash- 
ington, asserted that the Sherman Anti-Trust Act should not in the 
future be “enforced so as to interfere with or restrain the right of 
employes to strike or to combine or to contract with each other 
or with employers for the purpose of peaceably obtaining from 
employers satisfactory terms for their labor.” 
__ The resolution which the platform committee recommended to 
the convention at the behest of Cannon read: 


_ The Republican Party will uphold at all times the authority and 
integrity of the courts, state and federal, and will ever insist that their 
Power to enforce their decisions and to protect life, liberty and property 
shall be preserved inviolate. We believe, however, that the rules of 
ree in the federal courts with respect to the issuance of the writ 
of injunction should be more accurately defined by statutes, and that 
no injunction or temporary restraining order should be issued without 
Notice except where irreparable injury would result from delay, in 
which case a speedy hearing should be granted hereafter. 

‘This life preserver for the labor injunction did not displease all 
Members of Low's National Civic Federation. Nicholas Murray 
Butler, the president of Columbia University (having succeeded 

Ow), and chairman of the Industrial Economies Department of 

ue Civic Federation, wrote to Cannon: 


ae 
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f personal thanks and congratulations f 

Bete iadernip the struggle to prevent our p ‘or 
your most committed to a declaration in favor of extreme radicalism, 
poe as concerns the federal courts. You have once more 
Pens) to the Republican party and the nation a most conspicuous 


a, and not only I, but many others who feel as I do, thank you 


from the bottom of our hearts. 
other evidence of Cannon's influence, The 
Ss See cimesent the adoption of a resolution favoring 
the establishment of postal savings banks, and Postmaster General 
Meyer was happy for a change. But while the Republicans were 
willing to say that they endorsed the conservation movement, 
Cannon persuaded them not to recommend establishment of the 
eastern forest reserves. The tariff resolution plugged Cannon smax- 
imum and minimum and omitted mention of the tariff commis- 
sion. It asserted that the party was “unequivocally for a revision 
of the tariff by a special session of the Congress immediately fol- 
lowing the inauguration of the next President. But—as few tariff 
reformers, blinded by exultation, noticed then—it did not say 
revision downward. It pledged change, but it did not promise 
change for what Van Cleave and his colleagues considered the 
better, The convention rebuffed Cooper when he presented the 
Wisconsin resolutions in a report dissenting from the decisions of 
Hopkins’ committee. Hopkins said Cooper’s-planks were “social- 
istic” and “democratic” (meaning the spawn of the peer 
Party). But those resolutions were a portent of Cannons au 
America’s future, h ei 
The full convention accepted Cannon’s injunction plan iss 
the other resolutions on June 18. But the men who honored = 
non’s opinions did not honor his ambition. The delegates a 
nated for the presidency the man they knew Roosevelt fav ies 
Secretary of War William Howard Taft. Taft won the honor 
the first ballot, with seven hundred and two votes. canoe = 
ceived fifty-eight, of which fifty-one came from Ilinois, three - 
New York, three from New Jersey, and one from Shae a 
defeat of hopes nurtured more than half a year, however, i vail 
depress the resilient Speaker. If he could not be President, pet =o 
he could control the President. Having put an obstacle to ae 
of Taft by giving him the kind of platform he did not want, 
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e. 

When the convention opened, Taft's agents were beating the 
pushes for a vice president who, if he did not stand for reform, 
een had no ties with Cannon. They specifically excluded Sher- 
man from their list of acceptables. Roosevelt in Washington and 
ce in Chicago both campaigned against his nomination, The 
BS 


President preferred Senator Jonathan Dolliver of Towa, who was 
ally of the New Idea Republicans. When Dolliver turned down 
eoppoctinity, the Taft men sought Hughes, but he declined 
offer of the vice presidential nomination as emphatically, if 
not so pungently, as Cannon had declined a similar proposal in 
19 44. After Taft had been nominated for the presidency on June 
18, he still was looking for a partner. In desperation he asked Fair- 
banks if he would take a second term. No. He tried Senator Chester 
‘I. Long of Kansas, The answer was the same. 
Taft's trouble in recruiting a partner meant advantage for 
Cannon. The Speaker and his colleagues at the Union League 
Club slowly organized a large following for Sherman among the 
delegates. The New York Tribune had opened Sherman's vice 
presidential boom on May 28, and conservative businessmen at 
once rallied to him, His tariff views were identical with Cannon’s, 
but the National Association of Manufacturers wired him: “All 
Sur people in Chicago will wave the Sherman banner for the 
high office of vice president for our New York friend.” J. D. Crary, 
Secretary of the New York Lumber Trade Association (an op- 
Ponent of free trade for pulp), wrote Sherman: “This Association, 
being one of the many which opposed the special legislation which 
Was offered on behalf of organized labor and other special in- 
terests at the last session of Congress, desires to express to you 
its Appreciation of the part you took in consideration thereof.” 
‘ae testimonials of approval which Sherman attracted only un- 
derscored Cannon’s wisdom in pursuing his tyrannical course in 
“ongress. The accolades for Sherman really belonged to Cannon, 
for Sherman's acts carried out Cannon's thoughts. On the Rules 
Committee Sunny Jim had stood with the Speaker like a rock 
gainst Roosevelt, the opposition, and reform. After Cannon ap- 
Pointed the committee to investigate the pulp and print busi- 
Ress, Sherman diligently looked for witnesses who could con- 
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found Ridder. He suggested that Chairman Mann consult with 
Carvello, William Randolph Hearst's business manager. “He repre. 
sents a string of papers which have been fighting the proposed 
movement (for tariff relief),” Sherman told Mann. Sherman 

iding over the Senate, as vice presidents do, would give Can- 
non at last an ally at the north end of the Capitol and ease his 
task in controlling Congress. 

Littauer took a vacation from his glove works to push the cause 
in Chicago. Some westerners complained that Sherman, fat, 
baldish, with his side whiskers, round red face, and pince-nez, 
looked so much like an English country squire that he would 
cost the Republicans votes in he-man country like Colorado, 
Wyoming, and Utah, but a meeting between Sherman (dressed 
in one of the white cashmere suits which he had bought in Ber- 
muda for $11 each) and the protestants erased those prejudices. 

The delegates met on June 19 for their final session in the great 
roasting oven that the Colosseum had become. The fans barely ag- 
itated the hot air. The sweaty crowd wanted to nominate a vice 
president and go home. Lodge stepped down from the stage and 
placed before the convention the name of Governor Curtis Guild, 
a leading agitator for tariff revision. Timothy Woodruff of New 
York presented Sherman's name. Then a kind of tension seized 
the throng. The delegates, who had been leaning back in limp dis- 
comfort, sat up straight in their chairs. A familiar bearded figure 
was walking down the aisle, from the section of chairs set apart 
for the Illinois delegation, toward the stage, with that hitching 
gait that was his trade mark, It was Cannon, full of fight, a hated 
man for many who called him “czar,” but the symbol of the good 
days gone past by which most of the delegates in the hall meas 
ured their contemporary world. A nominating convention fills a 
party member with a sense of fraternal brotherhood and 2 ti 
gling sensation of something like tribal loyalty on a great feast 
day. Cannon was the champion of the tribe, the party. He had 
always been true to the Republican brotherhood. He was the 
fratemity incarnate, and the delegates cheered enthusiastically: 

_ Uncle Joe stepped upon the stage to second Sherman's nomin® 
tion. His left trouser leg was inside his shoe and his right troustt 
Jeg hung oyer his shoe, The sleeve of his coat was caught inside 
his double cuff. “I would rather be a doorkeeper in the House of 
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Lord than to dwell in the tents of the wicked,” he 
ied Sherman: , 


189 
began. He 


is big enough, industrious enough, patriotic enou 

t office of the vice presidency. And if'in the oe ee = 

which God forbid, the President should be called across the Le x 

wing my words, there is no man of my acquaintance that I ay 
trust, from all the tests of good citizenship and ability, to 

ly fill the first place instead of the second place in the Republic. 


as a treat to see him speak. He pranced across the stage with 
his left arm pumping up and down as of yore to accent each word 
As he neared the front of the stage, he stood in one spot, rocking 

k and forth on his toes, as though preparing to spring into the 
audience. With his right hand he brushed again and again at his 
wispy hair as if he were trying to loose it from his scalp. He was 
with friends and he had made himself their hero, The delegates 
‘Sagtete arid Roosevelt and Guild. On the first ballot they chose 
Sherm: The Presidency was to be Taft’s, but the Republican 
Party was Cannon's. Uncle Joe took the train for Danville. 
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A Villain in the West 
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’ conquest of Theodore Roosevelt at 
eau i: Baia to acral S bear in the Upper Mississippi 
Ser Mauevilleys The farmers in Wisconsin, Sere. i 
= : y other 

e Dakotas felt more keenly than any o} 
Be cimescve one-sidedness of the struggle beter 
the powerful enterprisers who set prices and wages and pete 
lions who had to fit their scale of living to these prices em “ha 
Things had scarcely improved in 1908 beyond the 3 Se 
1900, when LaFollette won the governorship. From a a 
point of Madison the United States appeared still oh His 
in gross inequality between a few wealthy exploiters of lan oe 
and mines who fixed the life pattern (to the extent oe es or 
conditions could fix it) of all their compatriots. The um Re 
the owners of elevators, the millers, the eS aa 
implements, the processors of fertilizers, and the rai Swe 
ways the railroads above all—hovered beyond the ins - 
governments. Ten years had passed since Hazen Ss. a oo 
governor of Michigan, disclosed that the railroads w ae ve 
more than a third of the property in Michigan paid less eat ; 
twentieth of the taxes collected by Michigan, but in a a king 
of America the railroads were still contributing little ee sable 
much from the population that relied on them as the _ sre hig 
sinews of the nation. Pingree had pushed through the ° 
140 
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sgislature a law authorizing a board to value the property of all 
corporations (including railroads) and to tax them equably, and 
years had gone by since LaFollette got his Railway Commission 

fisconsin. Yet the flavor of the new century continued to re- 
canbe the flavor of 1890 as described by Justice John F, Harlan 
of the Supreme Court of the United States: “The conviction was 
universal that the country was in real danger from another kind 
of slavery, namely, the slavery that would result from the aggre- 
gations of capital in the hands of a few individuals and corpora- 
tions controlling, for their own profit and advantage exclusively, 
the entire business of the country, including the production and 
sale of the necessaries of life.” The mid-continent Americans were 
lonely in their struggle against that kind of slavery as long as they 


uld use only state laws for weapons. They were cornered with- 
outthe help of the federal government. 
Clearly it was Cannon who prevented the federal government 
mm equalizing the distorted relationship between the rich and 
e aspiring. His despotic control over the House had given him 
control over the political affairs of the United States. His repeated 
snubs of the President's messages requesting authority to evaluate 
hysical property of the railroads kept the users of the rails 
at the mercy of the operators of the rails. The roads had fallen 
into le custom of issuing stocks and bonds against property which 
did not exist. The Interstate Commerce Commission reported in 
1907 that the roads were capitalized at $68,000 a mile, but their 
actual indebtedness amounted to $73,000 a mile. The overcapital- 
ized roads had to charge high fares and high freight tariffs in 
order to pay their capitalization charges, “The greater the capital- 
Wation, the more of its earnings will be absorbed in fixed charges 
and Jess can be paid for maintaining the service,” said one oppo- 
nent from the Mississippi-Missouri Valley, Representative Andrew 
J. Volstead of Minnesota. The valley men looked for some relief 
inthe velopment of the inland waterways system. With the Mis- 
SSsippi Open to commerce in all its length, “every man who can 
Sunmon enough capital to build a boat may become one of the 
common carriers of the country,” Governor Albert Baird Cummins 
forecast to the Upper Mississippi River Improvement As- 
f nm. But Cannon refused to have the House consider a bill 
or financing the waterway development. 


s 
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Cannon attempted to cut the few life lines that Washington 
had thrown to the states. In the session of Congress just ended he 
excluded from the House version of the Sundry Civil Service Ap. 
propriation Bill the funds which the Interstate Commerce Com. 
qission needed in order to enforce the Hepburn Rate Act. The 
Senate barely saved the situation by belatedly amending the bjjj 
after the President intervened with Congress for the Commission 
‘The disgruntled in the Mississippi and Missouri Valleys took seri. 
ously Cannon’s opposition to federal control of the forests, They 
had seen the forests felled so fast that lumber tracts rose from 
eight dollars to sixty dollars an acre in Minnesota in twenty years 
Having watched the railroad operators damage agriculture by de- 
spoiling the woods, the discontented inhabitants of the midcon- 
tinent came close to sharing the opinion which the Free Soil Dem- 
ocrats set down in their platform of 1852: “The public lands of 
the United States belong to the people, and should not be sold to 
individuals nor granted to corporations.” And the discontented 
among the valley men did not trust Cannon to expedite the revi- 
sion of the tariff schedules down to levels that would satisfy the 
principles of protection without encouraging greed. The tariff was 
the keystone in the structure of abuse and privilege. The tarifs 
bolstered monopoly, and the monopolists ran the railways. “There 
has’been in later years that intimacy between railway manage- 
ment and the industrial combinations of the country which renders 
them [the railways] powerless to escape,” said Cummins in 1905, 
Tt was much the same in 1908. ; 

The Chicago convention destroyed the hopes of the men in the 
valley states that they could reach their goals by fighting out the 
issues, The questions of the railways and the forest reserves a” 
the trusts had to wait on resolution of the question of Cannon. An 
engagement between men had to take the place of the engagement 
between ideas. : 

To wage the struggle in terms of personalities was a danger fe 
venture, for the valley region was predominantly Republican, ae 
the promoters of change would risk the ruin of their party b 
launching an open fight against a party leader. But what ws ee 
paramount consideration? The salvation of party? Or the a 
tion of country? Like other sectionalists before them, the v"" 
men interpreted the national needs in terms of their own 1°" 
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ain June 1908 it was clear to them that their party would never 

Jease them from the oppression imposed by those who controlled 
he nation’s wealth as long as the party continued to follow prin- 

les which satisfied the needs of Vermilion County. The re- 
mers would remain as helpless as Roosevelt, devoted to grand 
new conceptions but unable to institute them, until they captured 

2 party. The risk of party rupture was indispensable to reform, 
and in the summer of 1908 they took the risk. Tawney felt the 
‘impact of the new spirit and wrote to Cannon: 


a? 

- have neyer known a time . . . when there was such an unsettled 
condition in the public mind in this part of the country as there is to- 
day. Nor have I known a time when there was so little sentiment for 
the principles and policies of the political parties. We seem uncon- 
-sciously to have drifted into a condition of purely personal politics. 







| The commanding personality in the new condition was LaFol- 
lette’s. Cooper's submission of the reform resolutions at Chicago 
gave “Fighting Bob” the status of general leader of all the discon- 
tented in the valley states, whose inhabitants had come to know 
him as a result of the long series of Chautauqua lectures he had 
been giving in that region for three years. He helped himself to 
= . 

his mark by pleasing the Scandinavian-Americans, especially 


. ie descendants of the equalitarian Norwegian immigrants. These 


new Americans were insatiably discontented, ever ready for 
change, experimentalists in agriculture and politics. For years the 
Koshkonong Prairie settlement in LaFollette’s Dane County was 
the Norway headquarters in the United States, and from Kosh- 
Konong the Scandinavians had pushed out to the other valley 
states, It was possible to travel hundreds of miles in Wisconsin, 
northern Iowa, Minnesota, and North and South Dakota without 
leaving land owned by Scandinavians. They had numbers and 
determination, and everywhere they demanded reform. Their 
mic rebelliousness stirred a cyclone that whirled LaFollette 
forward, In June 1908 he launched the fight against Cannon and 
the traditions of party and Nation in the hilly corn country around 
- wife's home city, Baraboo, Wisconsin. Irvine Luther Lenroot, a 
fair-haired, handsome young man of Norwegian ancestry, who had 
Deen Speaker in the Wisconsin House when the legislature accepted 
-alollette’s state reforms, announced his candidacy for the Repub- 
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lican nomination for the seat in Congress which Representative 
John Jenkins, Cannon’s reliable chairman of the Judiciary Com. 
mittee, occupied. Lenroot asked the Republicans of Baraboo ty 
abandon Jenkins and to choose him because he would vote against 
the re-election of Cannon to the Speakership in Washington, Ho 
stood for tariff reform, restriction of the injunction, and more ¢f. 
fective regulation of trusts and monopolies. But the heart of his 
campaign was opposition to Cannon and to Jenkins as Cannon's 
creature, LaFollette himself spoke in Baraboo on behalf of Lenroot 
That was fitting, because the whole pre-primary campaign was a 
contest between LaFollette and Cannon through the symbols of 
Lenroot and Jenkins. LaFollette’s symbol won. At the primary 
election on August 31, the Republicans in Baraboo and vicinity 
chose Lenroot. 

LaFollette was shrewd in choosing the Baraboo district as the 
site for beginning his attack on Cannon because the prohibitionists, 
aroused by the suppression of the Littlefield Interstate Commerce 
Liquor Bill in Jenkins’ committee, ranged their awful might be- 
hind Lenroot. The directors of the Wisconsin Anti-Saloon League 
did not unanimously support LaFollette’s movement for the New 
Idea Republicanism. But the magic of the Cannon name was mak- 
ing allies of Americans who disagreed about political theory. The 
drys were intensive campaigners, who went from door to door 
and farm to farm placidly stating the case for the retirement of 
Jenkins. The victory excited temperance leaders far from Wiscon- 
sin. David Thompson, editor of the Northwestern Christian Advo- 
cate in Chicago, told the delegates at the West Wisconsin Meth- 
odist Conference, which met in Ashland a few days after the 
primary, that the defeat of Jenkins was the strongest blow the 
United States had struck for temperance. The success in Baraboo 
encouraged the drys to range further and to try to destroy the 
authority of Cannon by removing all his supporters from the 
House. It made no difference whether the supporters were int: 
mately identified with the liquor issue. It was enough that they 
stood by Gannon. Tawney had no hand in the burial of Little: 
field’s bill, but “the ministers of all Protestant denominations “! 
quietly and effectively, without noise, accomplished the defeat 
of Jenkins, are moving in on Tawney’s district now,” Henry Cas 
son, the sergeant-at-arms in the House, who was a “stalwart (antl 
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lette) Republican from Madison, Wisconsin, wrote Cannon 
in September. 

\ fest of Wisconsin the LaFollette revolutionaries had the help 
conservative Republican newspaper publishers who snarled 
,name of Cannon because of his opposition to Ridder’s free 
and paper program. Cannon received from Sherman at the 

‘of July a memorandum submitted by an anonymous friend, 

reported that Victor Rosewater, publisher of the Omaha Bee, 
contemplating the calling of a conference of editors of Re- 
blican papers in the western states to talk about starting a cam- 
-paign for the nomination of Republican candidates for Congress 
who would agree to vote against Cannon’s re-election as Speaker 
and to vote for a change in the rules of the House. The memoran- 
dum said that Republican editors in Iowa and Minnesota favored 
idea. 
_ Rosewater, whose father founded the Bee, ran one of the most 
clearly written newspapers in the United States. In 1908 he was 
ooo years old, but he had controlled the paper for 
irteen years. He had a doctor of philosophy degree from Colum- 
bia University. He was a member of the Republican National 

Committee from Nebraska, and he attended the Chicago conven- 
tion as a Nebraska delegate. He had nothing in common with the 
discontented except their distaste for Cannon. He approved the 
platform resolutions of the conyention, and he found even the 
nomination of Sherman palatable; he described it in his paper as 
“happy and satisfactory.” Roosevelt suited him completely with- 
out enrichment by LaFollette “radicalism,” and he was confident 
that Taft would follow Roosevelt's lead like an arrow. 

His state was not seething with Republican discontent like Wis- 
consin, “The people do rule,” Nebraska Governor George L. Shel- 
don declared complacently in his address to the McKinley Club 
in Omaha in mid-summer. “Never has there been a time when 
the affairs of the nation have been more equally distributed and 
never before has a man occupied the White House who has stood 
closer to the people than now.” Sheldon two years earlier was a 
teformer, but his reform had run its course. He had the railroads 
Where he wanted them. During his administration the legislature 
in Lincoln had enacted laws forbidding railways to give away 
Passes and establishing a railway commission. He reduced by 15 
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per cent the freight rates in Nebraska on grain, livestock, fruit 
Jumber, and coal. He reduced express rates by 25 per cent, and 
brought passenger rates down to two cents a mile. He Sponsored 
a state-wide primary law. New statutes forbade lobbying in the 
state Capitol and forbade corporations to damage their compet. 
itors by reducing prices in one area of competition and Taising 
them in another. Nebraska was prosperous. Crop yields were of 
but com and hog prices were higher than usual. Instead of clos. 
ing down and throwing Nebraskans out of work, the Union Pacifi 
and Burlington railroad shops had worked at reduced time dur. 
ing the panic. Nebraska had more automobiles per person than 
any other state-in the union, 

In that atmosphere it was easy for Rosewater to praise Re. 
publican doctrines as disclosed in the decisions of the Chicago 
convention while he criticized the man responsible for the con- 
servative quality of the Chicago platform and for the Chicago 
vice-presidential nomination. Nebraskans who were discontented 
looked to the Democratic Party for relief. Representative George 
Norris of McCook was one of the few Nebraska Republicans who 
had a serious affinity for LaFollette’s ideas, and his fellow party 
members sneered that he was no better than a Democrat. William 
Jennings Bryan, the Democratic opponent of Taft in the contest 
for the presidential election, lived in Nebraska. 

Rosewater the conservative ironically sped the disintegration of 
the Republican Party because he could not stomach Cannon, the 
conservative scourge of Roosevelt. When the Democratic National 
Convention in Denver adopted a resolution. denouncing Cannon 
the Bee remarked that “the domination of the House by the 
Speaker and a select Committee on Rules is as obnoxious to Re- 
publicans as it is to Democrats.” Frank Hitchcock, the chairman 
of the Republican National Committee, appointed Rosewater t0 
his Taft campaign executive committee and named him director 
of the Republicans’ western literary bureau. That gave him contol 
of Republican publicity in the valley states, where the Republi- 
can reform movement was already fattening on antipathy to Can- 
non. The presence of an active enemy in Republican headquarters 
irked Cannon, but Tawney tried to cheer him up. “Confidentially, 
the Winona blacksmith wrote to the Speaker, Rosewater “is “ hat 
we would call a half-baked ass,” 
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But others took him more seriously, “I have written Mr. Sher- 
an today asking him if there was any way conceivable to head 
osewater of Nebraska from exacting pledges of candidates 
der threat of defeat to vote against you for Speaker. The im- 
ce of having this done cannot be overestimated. , . , I 
in some way notice should be served on this gang that they 
ye got to haul down their black flag and do it quick,” Cannon 
id in a letter from Casson. The Speaker took it up with Taft, 
whom he wrote that “the matter is only unfortunate as it tends 
promote discord where, at least from now until the election in 
November, there should be unity of action and warfare only against 
“the common enemy.” 
_ Taft himself shuddered at the thought of Cannon. “Confiden- 
‘tially, the great weight I carry in this campaign is Cannonism,” 
ft wrote privately. “Of course, it would not do for me to express 
‘such a desire publicly, or to anybody but a very few friends, I 
should not be at all disappointed if a new Speaker were elected 
‘in the next Republican House, if it is to be Republican.” Rose- 
water endeavored to satisfy Taft’s desire. He persuaded many small 
town papers in Nebraska to exact from Congressional candidates 
‘the pledges of anti-Cannonism which the Bee proposed. The cam- 
paign succeeded. Representative George Norris of McCook an- 
d nounced that he was “opposed to the re-election of Mr. Cannon as 
Speaker, not because I doubt his patriotism or question his ability 
but because he uses the power of his high position to prevent the 
consideration of legislation asked for by the people and desired by 
a large body of the membership of the House of Representatives. 
The most serious objection in my judgment to his re-election as 
Speaker is that he is opposed to any change in the present rules 
which would take away or modify the unreasonable and arbitrary 
Power now possessed by the Speaker.” All but one of the five Ne- 
braska Republican candidates for Congress followed the lead of 
Norris, and papers in Jowa, Missouri, and Kansas exacted Rose- 
ater. pledges from candidates in those states. 
_ Towa was seething like Wisconsin in dispute about the nature 
of government until controversy over Cannon brought the conflict 
toa decisive end. In the sudden death in mid-summer 1908 of Wil- 
!am Boyd Allison, who had been Senator since 1873 (he and Can- 
‘non took the oath of office at the Capitol on the same day), Iowa 
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Jost the leader of its traditionalists, and the state Republicans di. 
vided in two for a struggle between his disciples and the followers 
of Governor Cummins. Cummins’ public and private career hag 
been spent in fighting privilege. A Pennsylvanian by birth, he 
joined the westward movement when he was twenty-two years old 
(in 1872), studied law in Chicago and there gained admission to 
the bar, and pushed on to the newer city of Des Moines on Iow,'; 
rich prairie. There he became the legal champion of the farmers. 
On their behalf he conducted a famous suit against the barbed. 
wire monopoly, which the Supreme Court in Washington ordered 
dissolved on the strength of Cummins’ presentation. The railroads 
and the regular Republican organization defeated him when he 
sought election to.the Senate in 1894, but the grateful farmers 
elected him governor in 1901, in 1908, and again in 1906, 

Cummins was a reformer in the image of LaFollette. He was 
not satisfied, like Governor Sheldon of Nebraska, to stop with rem- 
edying obvious abuses, His state laws needed the bolstering of 
federal laws if they were to be truly and lastingly effective. In 
pressing through the Des Moines legislature laws which weakened 
the grip of monopolists and railroads on the economy of the farmers 
and the machinery of state goverment, Governor Cummins had 
constructed a rough-hewn system of thought about political science. 
He stood for a way of life, emphasizing the responsibility of every 
American to play fair with all Americans, and the central govem- 
ment was the instrument for carrying out the responsibility. Iowa 
did not permit him to go quite so far as LaFollette in espousing a 
comprehensive realignment of economic relationships in America. 
The farmers of the state wanted no part of the proposal for a law 
testraining the courts from issuing anti-labor injunctions. Unions 
recently had irked the farmers by trying to organize farm hands. 
Cummins was working a revolution for small capitalists. 

The conservative Iowans were numerous enough in the Repub- 
lican Party to select Allison and reject Cummins in the senatorial 
primaries in the spring of 1908, Allison’s death revived Cummins 
ambition to enter the Senate, but the traditionalists appeared still 
to be so strong that the governor, having stated that he wanted 
Allison’s seat when reporters gave him news of the vacancy, then 
coyly retracted the assertion. By the summer's end, however. he 
found it expedient to bring his ambition boldly into the ope. A 


= was coming over his state. The excitement about Cannon, 
Bese 


erated by the disgruntled publishers, added numbers to the 
cae who opposed Cannon’s political philosophy. As the 
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ites for national office stressed not local Iowa issues but 
‘the question of Cannonism, the traditionalists fell into the minor- 
‘ity . The problem before Iowa was not only whether Cannon could 
ied to permit the country to veer in a new political direction 
but whether he was demoralizing the representative institutions 
‘that had existed from of old. “There are scores of Congressmen 
= very gladly take shelter under the alleged tyranny of the 
5 yeaker from personal responsibility for measures coming before 
Congress,” Representative E. H. Hubbard said through the news- 
7 apers in Sac City, Iowa, as he announced to his constituents that 
a oppose Cannon's re-election to the Speakership. Swayed 
by the hostility to Cannon, the Republican Iowans who had re- 
‘jected Cummins in the spring primary voted for him, by a majority 
of 42,000, in an autumn primary. The legislature elected him to 
Allison’s seat in the Senate, where he buttressed LaFollette and 
the new Republicanism. 
ae temperance politicians had a hand in undercutting Cannon 
in Towa, and they were busy elsewhere. In Minnesota, Tawney 
told Cannon, “they even went so far as to circulate among the 
ministers of the Methodist Church that I was going to have my 
ife and daughter withdraw from that church and that we would 
all join the Episcopal Church for political reasons.” The Epworth 
League of the two Kansas Citys (Missouri and Kansas) called on 
Representative Edgar C. Ellis with a demand that he state his 
Position on Speaker Cannon. The Kansas City Star published his 
Wriggling reply: “I must needs prefer to support some other than 
Mr. Cannon.” 
_ The Star, published in the city on the Missouri side of the Kaw 
y the enormous William Rockwell Nelson, had more influence on 
for attitudes in Kansas than any journal published in Kansas 
Melt, During the summer of 1908 Nelson ran many editorials 
Picturing Cannon as a czar who “carries the United States in his 
Pocket,” By tradition the state was dry (the home of Carrie Na- 
tion) and for reform (the western stronghold of populism), and 
in the hullabaloo about Cannon the Republicans in the Kansas 
. gislature retired the conservative Chester I. Long from the 
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Senate and chose in his place a reformer in the Sheldon moulg 
Joseph Bristow. LaFollette had visited Kansas before the primary 
to speak against Long. 

The states east of Montana and west and north of Illinois which 
touched on the Missouri and the Mississippi Rivers formed the 
center of the New Idea Republicanism which was feeding on the 
villainy of Cannon. But the Speaker in 1908 became a national 
issue also in states far from the mid-continent heartland. Few east. 
erners then were ready to accept the political theory of the Ney 
Idea Republicanism as expounded by LaFollette, and the east in 
the main took calmly the failure of Roosevelt to tum his novel 
proposals into law. But the despotic manner in which Cannon re- 
buffed Roosevelt aroused some easterners and prepared them for 
later acceptance of the Twentieth Century political conceptions 
repugnant to the Speaker. Cannon offered to campaign in Ohio, 
Taft's state, on behalf of Republican congressmen running for re- 
election, but John F. White, of the Ohio State Republican Central 
Committee, asked Cannon to keep out lest he turn away the labor 
vote, The Methodist Conference in Lancaster, Ohio, passed reso- 
lutions denouncing Cannon, and the Anti-Saloon League caused 
the defeat of a Cannon supporter and member of Jenkins’ Judiciary 
Committee, Representative Reuben O. Moon, in the Republican 
primary election in Portsmouth, Ohio, Cannonism stirred New 
Jersey. When Representative Wayne Parker of Newark refused 
to take a Rosewater pledge, his Democratic opponent told the 
yoters that in voting for Parker’s re-election, they would be “vot- 
ing for the retention of Uncle Joe as the ruler of the House. . - 
That is practically the only issue before the voters of this district. 

The campaign taught this lesson—that at last the country ha¢ 
an issue around which the majority of Americans might concely- 
ably rally in support of the reformers and thus change the course 
of American history by revising the political philosophy underly- 
ing American government. For years the discontented had been 
lonely and divided. Greenbackers, the Farmers Alliance, the Anti 
Monopoly Party, and the Populists had risen and fallen, intense 
in feeling, weak in numbers. No wonder that LaFollette heark- 
ened joyfully to the rumbles coming from the plains of Kans 


and Nebraska and the factory cities of the east and said in exul- 
tation: 


[by this man. There is a tyranny there tha 
it makes cowards of the Republicans o 
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urnoox for Uncle Joe appeared now good, now drab. He 
aeliseigly tld to ni Giese. The comments of his semis 
failed to change him. He almost pitied the critics as men ss e 
grip of error when they exploited his name as a new a — 
villainy. He continued to regard himself as a hero, boldly s ing 
the tide of opinion for the sake of righteousness. Did Y ever = 
cur to you that Lincoln was the the most hated man in the eo ny 
during the [Civil] War?” He addressed that plaintive sls . 
to an unidentified correspondent in 1908. He further reveal : a 
state of his mind in a letter he wrote during the summer to 
Congressional Republican Campaign Committee: 

When somebody says the Speaker is an autocratic leader, star 
body says the Speaker of the House has organized i Be Hi 
may be an autocrat, no man deserves to be Speaker w 00, is - 
accusations of that kind, No man deserves to be Speaker w ae 
not organize the House, when that duty is given to him, - ai as aL 
and sanely as it can be organized . . . and thereby bring aw 
best results for the party. And the Speaker who, in the orga rae 
of the House, finds some man upon some committee in forme 
gresses who has turned Democrat while he calls himself a MP bli 
who has not the courage to put him off and put some true ep’ 
on, is not fit to be Speaker. 


2 : HI as 
Cannon took comfort also in the belief that might as “° 


. 4 eat 
right was with him, The success 3 the opponents did not apP 
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so great, seen from the perspective of Danville, as it did wh 
Giiieed in Madison or Des Moines or Kansas City or Gaia 
LaFollette might crow over the defeat of Jenkins, but the stal- 
a t Republicans remained strong in Wisconsin. The primary law 
enacted at LaFollette’s behest was not helping the cause of prog- 
ress. LaFollette asked the Republicans to vote against Isaac Ste- 
phenson, a stalwart and a lumberman (who in a flirtation with 
noyelty had financed LaFollette’s first gubernatorial campaign), 
when they designated in the primaries the man they preferred as 
the party candidate for the United States Senate, but Stephenson 
won. The primary dealt LaFollette a harsher blow by ending the 
political career of his young Norwegian protégé, Herman Ekem. 
Stephenson's victory meant that LaFollette would continue to 
haye a stalwart as his colleague in Washington, and Ekem’s de- 
feat put in danger LaFollette’s own Senate seat. Eker was a 
Representative of Trompealeau County in the Wisconsin General 
Assembly, where he strongly supported the New Idea Republi- 
canism and opposed the stalwart program of LaFollette’s unsym- 
pathetic successor as governor, James O. Davidson. Eker lost in 
the primary by a handful of votes to a protégé of Davidson's, A. J. 
resme, LaFollette endowed that obscure contest with major 
importance by asking the Trompealeau Republicans to repudiate 
the decision which they had recorded in the primary. He said that 
the admission of Twesme to the General Assembly would encour- 
age Davidson (one of the few conservative Wisconsin Norwe- 
Sians) to ask the legislature in Madison in 1909 for election to 
LaFollette’s seat in Washington. He attributed the majority for 
Wesme to the conniving of insurance companies, twenty-six of 
ich had abandoned their offices in Wisconsin rather than ac- 
commodate their ways of doing business to the requirements of 
aFollette’s state insurance law. He persuaded Eker to run as an 
independent, and he asked the Republicans who had voted for 
Wesme in the primary to vote for Ekern on election day. On Ver- 
milion Street the meaning of the desperate maneuvering in far-off 
Tompealeau County seemed plain. If LaFollette could not con- 
tol the Republican Party in his own state in 1908, why should 
ene think that he and the various forces accidentally allied with 
: Sa be able to control the Republican Party in the United 
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further reason for cheer in the behavior of the 
Se testo of the party. While they declined to inter. 
t ith Rosewater, they were expounding the point of viey, 
ae Cannon had forced on them in the resolutions adopted at 
es President Roosevelt, Nominee Taft, and officials of the 
ee ation defended the injunction in labor disputes as though 
iy had agreed with Uncle Joe all along. 
Taft began to buoy Cannon when he formally accepted the 
residential nomination in Cincinnati on July 28, Labor may strike, 
vf said in effect, but it may not take the steps necessary to win 
the strike. For labor must not injure an employer's business “by 
use of threats or methods of physical duress against those who 
would work for him, or deal with him, or by carrying on what is 
sometimes known as a secondary boycott against his customers 
or those with whom he deals in business. . . . Threatened unlaw- 
ful injuries to business can only be adequately remedied by an 
injunction to prevent them.” Thus, more than eight months be- 
fore his inauguration as President, Taft began to disclose that 
opposition to change which later caused Mr. Dooley to ee 
“Taft throws the brakes well, but he ain’t very familiar with the 
se actecvell himself was transformed from the Beaten of is 
reform messages and from the President whe prodded W ‘ade Ellis 
to put across a reform platform at Chicago, into a le 
pathetic to Cannon. In October the newspapers published a etter 
from Roosevelt to Senator Philander Knox of Pennsylvania in 
which the President defended the Chicago resolution on the 
junction. Was the Roosevelt crusade coming to an end? ot bd 
William Jennings Bryan, running against Taft for the pe ae , 
forcing the Administration to pose as the standpatters frienc ; ¥ 
The Democratic Party had assumed the role of the par ye 
reform. The convention in Denver which nominated Bryan : : 
cepted the resolutions of discontent which LaFollette and oan 4 
had vainly urged upon the Republican delegates at re 
only by decrying reform did the Republicans ee ee 
failure to give the discontented the laws they deman . back 
refrained from campaigning in Wisconsin because he ae a 
Principles matched LaFollette’s (except that in tarilt ee 
Bryan was a free trader and LaFollette was a protection! 
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though he favored the revision of Dingley’s duties). Gompers 
gave up the traditional American Federation of Labor non- 
partisanship. He campaigned vigorously for Bryan and asked all 
_ ynion members to vote the Democratic ticket in gratitude be- 
cause the Democrats had resolved thus in Denver: “Experience 
- has proved the necessity of a modification of the present law re- 
- lating to injunctions. . . . Labor organizations and their mem- 
bers should not be regarded as illegal combinations of restraint 
of trade.” The resolution called for little more than Roosevelt had 
tequested of Congress in his April message. But what Bryan 
-fayored, the regular Republicans tumed against. Roosevelt told 
Knox that Gompers and Bryan were “fooling” labor when they 
implied that they could produce the kind of law recommended in 
_ the Denver platform and win the courts’ approval for it. 
_ When the Roosevelt crusade was young, Elihu Root, the Secre- 
tary of State, had, in a roundabout way, warned the courts to 
uphold the constitutionality of the Roosevelt laws or suffer—in 
some manner not defined—for not doing so. “Constructions of the 
Constitution will be found that vest the power where it will be 
exercised—in the national government,” he said in December 1906. 
The standpatters considered the speech an invitation by Roosevelt 
to the Supreme Court to assist him in overthrowing “the balance 
of the Constitution and to regulate each and all of us from Wash- 
_ ington.” The note of, “Judges, you had better decide that our 
- laws and the powers the Executive assumes are constitutional,” 
"Tang clear. But in the campaign of 1908 Root declared that the 
Courts must be free from the influence of Presidents. “If Mr. Bryan 
has the Opportunity to reconstitute the Supreme Court, he will 
make it the instrument of his own destruction and an accomplice 
in the surrender of that great judicial safeguard against the 
‘Momentary influences of popular excitement, which has been 
the chief element in the security, the stability, and the progress of 
_ the American Republic,” he said in a campaign speech in Durland’s 
Riding Academy in New York. 
, He Democrats themselves had strengthened Cannon with 
Roosevelt by attacking the Republican Party through him. John 
Sharp Williams attended the Denver convention of the Democrats 
88a delegate from Mississippi. He was through with the House. 
the legislature in Jackson had elected him to the Senate. But the 
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stings of his old friend's tyranny in the Speaker's chair still bumed, 
‘The Denver platform showed it. ate 
“The House of Representatives, as controlle in recent years 
by the Republican Party, has ceased to be a deliberative and 
legislative body, responsive to the will of a majority of its mem- 
bers, but has come under the absolute domination of the Speaker, 
who has entire control of its deliberations and powers of legisla. 
ion,” said the platform. “We have observed with amazement the 
aan branch of our federal government helpless to obtain 
Tither the consideration or enactment of measures desired by a 
ated of its members. Legislative government becomes a failure 
oe one member, in the person of the Speaker, is more power- 
ful than the entire body. We demand that the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall again become a deliberative body controlled by a 
majority of the people's representatives and not by the Speaker. 
The Democrats rang the changes on that theme until the last 
day of the campaign. “The overwhelming issue is, Shall the 
people mule?’” Bryan said in accepting the Democratic nomina- 
tion. “They cannot do so unless they can control the House of 
Representatives and through their representatives in the House 
give expression to their purposes and desires. Cannon isa 
strangler,” John Worth Kem of Indiana, the Democratic candidate 
for the vice presidency, said in his acceptance speech. 
As the first step toward the revision of the powers of the Speaker, 
Bryan recommended the removal of Speaker Cannon from Con- 
gress. Accordingly he visited Cannon's district to urge the = 
feat of Uncle Joe in his nineteenth campaign for re-election. T 
bombardment exchanged between the presidential candidate an 
the Speaker did not raise the tone of American plegucoserity 
Cannon sneered that Bryan, the candidate of the poor ee 
made $1,000,000 in “selling wind and ink,” through his es 
tauqua lectures and his writings. Bryan, replying that the ae 
of his possessions came only to $150,000, accused Cannon ie 
self of being the millionaire. And how did the Speaker ee 
fortune? Bryan, ignoring the history of pink-eyed brother a 
hinted at corruption which he could not prove. “During the a 
forty-seven years he has held office more than forty Tapas 
about thirty-five years of that time he has been a member 0} me 
gress, and has been drawing a salary that the members of Cong} 
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thou ght so inadequate that the salary has recently been in- 


“creased,” Bryan said of Uncle Joe. “Will he tell us what he has been 
; ig, to whom he has sold it and how much he got for it? . .. 
has been greatly hampered in the accumulation of money by 


s strict attention to public duties, and yet he is reputed to be 
thy.” 


e childish exchange distressed Taft. When he leamed that 
innon was going to campaign for Republican congressional 
candidates in Kansas, he beseeched the Speaker by letter to avoid 
‘all mention of Bryan. While Taft was swallowing Cannon's opin- 
ions, he found the man hard to take. Prodded by his wife, he 
grumbled about him throughout the campaign. The Speaker's 
manners were revolting, He was so cheerfully honest that he 
‘seemed cynical to men more accustomed to cant. Filled with 
ease Taft muttered. But neither Taft nor Roosevelt 
licly blamed the Speaker for ruining the President's efforts 
‘to make his party the party of reform, To denounce Uncle Joe 
would have relieved the spleen but it might have been a costly ex- 
ercise in heroics, 
Cannon in the summer and early autumn of 1908 was not a 
‘i leserted figure to be attacked with impunity. On the contrary, 
he continued to be the magnet of the hopes of the large number 
f Americans who, like him, had a nostalgic confidence in the old 
ways. Good standpatters who approved of Cannon managed the 
canvass for the election of the Republican Congressmen. Mc- 
Kinley had succeeded Sherman as chairman of the Republican 
‘Congressional Campaign Committee, and Loudenslager was the 
committee secretary. If Taft disclosed openly his sentiments about 
Cannon, he could unsettle McKinley’s and Loudy’s work, and 
find himself Republican President with a Democratic Congress. 


+ 

_ Neither Bryan’s insinuations nor Cannon’s petulant accusa- 
‘Hons affected the outcome of the election in the Eighteenth Il- 
inc is District. The foes of whom Cannon had to beware were 
amateurs, Tepresenting special interests without clear-cut perma- 
nent Party affiliations. Trades unionists, the prohibitionists, and 
+° conservationists, all of whom had suffered in Washington from 
~4innon the Czar, assumed leadership in the task of opposing 
Uncle Joe from Kankakee to Paris. They were not constituents 
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¥ dreds of Americans who had never seen or heard 
capa before wended their way into Danville ang 
: in during the campaign to shoot oratorical poisoned ar. 
Sette Joseph Gurney Cannon, Some of the arguments they 
ie behind sounded strange to Cannon’s constituents, who were 
used to opposing him or supporting him on grounds of what he 
did or failed to do for the Eighteenth District, not because of his 
attitude toward the questions that excited their countrymen in 
other districts, other cities, and other states. ; 

At the outset of the campaign in September, Cannon's new 
status as a national issue threatened to harm him in the Eighteenth 
District. “Prospects were not as good as heretofore,” the Speaker's 
manager in the town of Watseka wrote him. The troubles of 
LaFollette and the conservative expressions of Taft and Ad- 
ministration leaders could bring Uncle Joe no lasting joy or bene- 
fit if the Eighteenth tumed against him. 

The outsiders’ invasion of Cannonland began on Labor Day 
with the arrival of Samuel Gompers. Cannon was dozing on his 
porch, his hat tilted over his forehead, his feet on the railing, when 
the parade in honor of Gompers began to pass his house along 
North Vermilion on the way to Lincoln Park. In the parade was 
the man selected to benefit from the invasions, Henry C. Bell, the 
Democratic candidate for Cannon’s seat, who was distributing all 
through the district plain white cards bearing three words: 


CANNON THE STRANGLER 


Bell clung to Gompers for support in hopes that the leader of 
the American Federation of Labor could persuade the Republi- 
cans among the trades unionists to vote for him and not for 
Cannon. “I believe in the absolute right of labor to organize He 
its own protection and well-being,” said Bell. “I do not believe 
that injunctions should issue in labor troubles, except in rare 
cases,” It was an academic assertion for Bell, because he had no 
direct interest either in the effectiveness of strikes and po 
or in the sanctity of courts. But Gompers had personal cause i 
be roiled. His magazine, the American Federationist, had criticize y 
the issuing of the injunction in the Buck’s Stove and Range a 
pany case, and now he had been judged guilty of contempt 
Congress had passed the Pearre bill, he would be beyond the rea 


~~: 
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Gite courts. For the smothering of the bill he blamed Cannon, 
_ and he told the throng standing in the rass and dust in Lincoln 
Park: 

_ You know Uncle Joe very well, or think you do. He comes to you 
once in a while and stays with you for a while, and you see that mask, 
_ you see that genial smile. You do not know what is hidden behind 
a it smile. We who are in Washington and constantly keeping our gaze 


~ upon him know his various changes of feature. If we were offered the 
pie of eliminating Aldrich [Nelson Aldrich, the conservative 


ader of the Senate], Rockefeller {John D. Rockefeller, president of 

~ Standard Oil, the stock symbol of privileged abuse of wealth and cor- 
porate power], or Cannon from influence in America, without hesita- 
tion we should choose Cannon as the most dangerous of the three . . . 
- It is quite evident that Cannon controls the banks, the business, and 
the booze of Danville . . . If you love him so much, you will do the 
American people a great political service if you will keep him at home 
with you. 

__ Throughout the history of the United States, trade union leaders 
have failed again and again to deliver the votes of their members 
to the candidates whom the leaders bless. Dues-paying wage- 
farmers vote as individuals moved by many considerations be- 
sides their class-conscious interests. In 1908 unionists had not 
long been free from onerous subjugations to the political opinions 
ee. : 

‘of their employers, who during the Nineteenth Century often re- 
quired their workers to vote for the bosses’ candidates, Men who 
-temembered that political dictation were reluctant to accept the 
Rew political dictation of the officers of their unions. Moreover, 
the fear existed that unions which become political organizations 
endangered their existence as labor organizations. The declining 
Knights of Labor had expired into nothingness when they allied 
themselves with Populism in 1892. So few trades unionists fol- 
owed Gompers into Bryan’s party. The Democrats at Denver 
‘iked John Mitchell of the United Mine Workers to be their 
‘Mee presidential candidate, but he spurned the opportunity and 
ater in the summer formally declared his independence of all 
Party affiliations. H, R. Fuller, president of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, joined Bryan with Gompers, but mem- 
bers of his union established the Railway Men’s Independent Taft 
Club, A few weeks after the Gompers speech in Lincoln Park, the 
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Railway Men's Taft Club notified Cannon 
ne saad Ha engineers into the Eighteenth 
eae ct “to build up steam” for the Speaker. ; , 

Cannon counted on such dissidence to nullify Gomper’s cal] 
is defeat. He (and Taft and Roosevelt) felt sure that Gom. 
pe nat not deliver labor to Bryan or Bell. He had labor friends 
of his own. The locomotive firemen were grateful to him because, 
sing his congressional practice of repressing legislation, he 
ie ed the enactment of a bill which made the trade of 
fireman safer, by requiring railroads operating in interstate com- 
merce to equip locomotives with self-dumping ashpans. No longer 
did the fireman have to craw] beneath the firebox to dump the 
ash hopper, exposing himself to danger of injury, or even death, 
by burning. At Cannon's request, Representative Stevens of Min- 
nesota—the author of that free pulp and paper bill beloved by 
Ridder—sent a representative of et a union to Dan- 
i te of Cannon's re-election, 
vane diving of such wedges into the membership of labor 
enable the Speaker to command more unionists than the presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor? Cannon struggled 
forward on the assumption that it could. “We may fight and fail, 
but men have fought and failed before and yet made great sea 
tributions to civilization,” he wrote in one of those inspiration 
memoranda which he set down for himself frequently during the 
tremblingly uncertain months of the campaign. He reshaped the 
injunction issue to suit himself. Let Gompers talk of judges oe 
treatment of laborers, The question was whether the fundament 
American principle of equal treatment for all was going to aa : 
With his good left hand hammering the air, he replied to Gompers: 
“The offense that brings me under his condemnation is that = : 
Representative in Congress and Speaker of the House, ! * 
refused to take orders from him and to agree to a scheme 0 
legislation which would make one law for one set of Americans 
and another law for all other citizens.” Raat 
Collier's magazine joined the invasion of Cannonland by ee 
Provoked by Cannon's hostility to public measures for the e9 
servation of natural resources, Collier’s throughout the are 
posted anti-Cannon broadsides to newspapers in the Bish 
District with the suggestion to editors that the welfare of the 
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required them to use the material for the 
Uncle Joe to Vermilion Street. “The Roosevelt republican who can 
enthuse over the candidacy of Judge Taft cannot, with any con- 
science, vote for Mr. Joseph G. Cannon,” Richard Lloyd Jones of 
Collier's editorial staff wrote to the editor of the Hoopeston Daily 
_ Ghronicle. The magazine had influence in Washington. But 
“neither it nor conservation aroused the voters in the Vermilion 
Valley. 
=z What did stir them, and excite Cannon with the fear of defeat, 
_was prohibition. The Littlefield bill became the campaign’s main 
ssue, The wrath of the godly all over the United States fell on 
‘Tadle Joe and poured strength into Democratic Bell. 
_ The general conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
a meeting in Baltimore on August 12, passed a resolution demand- 
- ing Uncle Joe’s defeat in his campaign for Congress, as the preface 
to the election of a new Speaker who would permit the enact- 
ment of the Littlefield bill. Other Protestant bodies seconded the 


161 
purpose of retiring 


_ demand. The Presbyterian Synod of Nebraska condemned Can- 


non. President Hurley of the Ilinois State Baptist Association 
opened the organization's sixty-fourth annual convention with the 
statement that Uncle Joe must be “kicked into oblivion.” The 
_ Women’s Christian Temperance Union chapters in the Eighteenth 
District dedicated themselves to winning Cannon’s seat for Bell. 
The drys were not divided like the trades unionists. The Anti- 
- Salo League backed Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, and 
Merccs in a coalition against Cannon, and the Prohibition 
Party candidate for Congress withdrew from the race in support of 
The alignment of dry women and dry clergymen was fright- 
ening. While the women lacked the franchise, they crystallized the 
Opinions of timid and undecided husbands. The great majority 
of Cannon’s constituents were Methodists, Baptists, and Presby- 
terians, and many of them quickly responded to the suggestion 
of bishops and synods. “The Methodist clergy are making quite 
a stir in this county (Iroquois) and, of course, are having some 
effect against your candidacy,” B. F. Shankland, one of Cannon’s 
ampaign managers, wrote the Speaker. 
To quiet the ecclesiastical outcry, Cannon said that it was no 
lult of his that the Judiciary Committee had not reported the 
Littlefield bill. “I have neither the power nor the disposition to 
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i ious committees of the House oj 
control the action of the kas eee oe f 
Representatives, including the “a g 
i the character of the Littlefield bill or any other of the 
ils oF thousand bills introduced in the House and, under the 
ao ae to the appropriate committees,” he wrote to Metho- 
Tatlin John Hamilton of Boston, an old friend. In the middle 
icaeaeies Littlefield himself went to the Speaker’s defense. 
“To one who has an elementary knowledge of the Tules, it is 
hardly necessary to say that there are no rules, there is no Com- 
Fite on Rules, and there is no Speaker that can prevent a ma- 
jority of the House from taking up any measure and acting upon 
it at any time,” Littlefield wrote Uncle Joe. Cannon sent a copy 
of the letter to David Thompson, editor of the dry, Methodist 
Northwestern Christian Advocate, which had appealed in an 
editorial in its issue of September 9 to all Methodist and temper- 
ance yoters all over the country to ask their candidates for Con- 
gress to vote against Cannon for Speaker if Cannon remained in 
the House. Loudy had one hundred thousand copies of the letter 
distributed in every Congressional district where the Advocate was 
a, Hamilton believed Cannon, and he refrained from join- 
ing sixteen other Methodist bishops in signing an anti-Cannon 
editorial which appeared in the Illinois Issue, the official organ 
of the Illinois Anti-Saloon League, on Septemiber 11. But few 
other clergymen believed either Cannon or Littlefield. It was 
known too well that the Speaker did have the authority, and a 
disposition, to control the actions of the various committees. The 
drys carried on their fight. me 
At Cannon's request, the Reverend E. C. Dinwiddie, ie 
legislative representative in Washington of the aes : 
League, wrote to the Reverend J. S. Dancey, pastor of the : y 
Methodist Church in Danville, which Cannon attended, that t A 
Speaker had always been a friend of temperance and had ee 
Dinwiddie draft legislation for the control of the liquor tra ; ; 
the District of Columbia and in Indian Territory. Dinwid¢ a 
successor as the legislative representative, S. E. Nicholson, : te 
Dancey that what Dinwiddie said was false. Dinwiddie said : 
he had resigned from his job in Washington, and the Anti-Salo 
League said that he had been fired. 
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; 
4 ‘Cannon methodically paid personal calls on most of the mini- 
‘sters in his district in order to counter the temperance crusade for 
his sacrifice. He pointed out that Tuscola was dry when he lived 
“there forty years earlier, and that he had sat two years on the 
‘Tuscola Common Council without trying to have the temperance 
ordinance rescinded. He said that his only objection to the Little- 
field bill was that it was unconstitutional, and that the courts, 
once it was enacted, would not permit its enforcement, He drew 
attention to the fact that no law forbade the shipment of liquor 
within Illinois from a wet zone to a dry zone. 


_ His assertions were futile, but the drys could not down him. 
entiment, not argument, aided him, The appeal of the drys be- 
gan to weaken when they attacked Cannon as a drunkard. 
“Whereas it is a well-known fact that Mr. Joseph G. Cannon is 
aman of intemperate habits, is financially interested in the liquor 
business and therefore opposed to all anti-liquor legislation, and 
whereas it was mainly through his influence that the Littlefield- 
Hepburn Bill, so much desired enacted by temperance people, 
was defeated, therefore be it resolved, that the women here con- 
sider him unfit for the position of trust he has held and earnestly 
pray the voters of the district to defeat him at the polls in Novem- 
ber.” So resolved delegates to the Iroquois County convention of 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union on September 24, 
Tt was a §t0ss exaggeration, an untruth. Cannon's constituents 
began to feel sorry for him as a maligned and abused man. He 
was a moderate drinker. He drank openly and heartily, but seldom 
too much. He needed a clear head by day to manage his affairs, 
and a clearer head by night to make the best of his poker hands. 
Nobody had ever seen him drunk. The Reverend S. S. Jones of the 
Church of Christ in Danville, who twice had run as the Prohibi- 
tion Party candidate for Cannon's seat, wrote to friends in Watseka 
nat Uncle Joe was not intemperate. While bishops and clergy- 
men outside the Eighteenth District went on with their lambast- 
ing of Cannon, the clergymen within the District came to his 
“upport, If his detractors would lie about his personal drinking 
bits, perhaps they were lying about his behavior as Speaker. 
ala. Biggs, the postmaster at Westfield, wrote the Speaker, 


Thave had a personal talk with the leading members of the M. E. 
lurch and they assured me that they was for you to a man. This 
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Ey 
16: vt that Bell is going to carry this Westfield is a dam lye, and yoy 
meatal any man or preacher so. 


i! was old. He had fought in the Civil War, and 
i rf kehaditeon receiving a pension of $12 a month for forty- 
‘ise ears as compensation for losing a few teeth and suffering 
fart ailment after his enlistment in the Union Army. He had 
‘ ked in Washington for twelve years, in jobs of steadily de- 
aa responsibility in the Bureau of Pensions. He was anti- 
mains anti-liquor, and pro-conservation, a friend of the in- 
enn tax and a general believer in centralism, but as a candidate 
he had a flaw, or at least it was said openly that he did. People 
believed that he drank too much. The fact that even temperate 
men in the Eighteenth District thought that Cannon was not a lush 
when he was accused of being one, and thought that Bell drank 
although he was speaking up for temperance, brightened Uncle 
Joe’s prospects as election day neared. The Anti-Saloon League 
grew worried whether the combined influence of bishops and 
ministers of many sects would be sufficient after all to shake the 
respect of the Eighteenth District for their Congressman. 
“We are aware of the fact that much criticism has been offered 


I] is said 
of Mr. Bell, the opponent of Mr. Cannon, . . . but after a 

and done it is oe great principle back of the men that we - 
fighting for. Mr. Bell stands for that principle and has pledged 
himself to that end,” the Anti-Saloon League wrote to the clergy- 
men on its mailing list. 


In those days Americans read newspaper editorials with ne 
serious attention than they do today, and the editorials as a a 
had a greater influence in political controversy than they coe i 
Cannon had a strong battery of papers on his side in his ain 
Publishers in Danville, Watseka, Kankakee, Hoopeston, Paris, i 
Toledo did not join Ridder and Rosewater in scoring eas 
cause he refused to help them gain tariff concessions. Let oe a 
of paper touch the sky, and Postmaster Jewell and a ‘i 
would still be at his side. But one paper which was careful y 
in the district did oppose him. It was the Chicago Tribune, Sa 

Tt was published one hundred and twenty-five miles nor Rail 
Danville, but the early moming Chicago and Eastem Illinois 
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“road train for Evansville put it in Cannonland every day in time 
for breakfast. During the thirty-five years since Cannon first ar- 
ved in Washington, he and the Tribune had been usually friendly 
"but sometimes at odds. The paper and the Congressman had had 
_their most serious quarrel in 1890, when Cannon lost his campaign 
for re-election. The Tribune blamed Cannon’s failure to take its 
advice for his defeat. He had, in the Tribune’s estimation, fallen 
for eastern blandishments in voting for high duties in the McKinley 
‘Tariff on commodities which the paper considered too dear al- 
ready—woolens, linens, glass, and tinplate. Cannon blamed the 
Tribune for his defeat. “What the party needs,” he said then, “is 
a cheap Republican paper that could reach the masses of the 
“people. The Tribune does us more harm in four years than good.” 
__ The Tribune that contributed to Cannon’s defeat in 1890 seemed 
likely to defeat him again in 1908, because it drew together the 
‘case for the discontent with Cannon and reminded the Eighteenth 
District daily that their Representative had many enemies, It also 
circulated widely in the pastures of discontent in Wisconsin and 
Towa, where it strengthened anti-Cannonism. It was not like to- 
day's Tribune. It printed political news without much bias. Its 
editorial columns were plastic and foreward-looking instead of 
petrified as they are now. Its editor was Joseph Medill McCor- 
mick, thirty-one years old, who later became vice chairman of the 
Progressive Party National Committee. The Tribune had treated 
Speaker Cannon well when Robert Wilson Patterson edited the 
Paper, but shortly before the 1908 campaign began he gave way 
to young McCormick, with his enthusiasm for novelty, and the 
Tribune grew hostile. 

Apparently Cannon asked for help from William G. Beale, the 
Paper's attorney, and on October 8 Beale interceded for Cannon 
with Medill McCormick. “I would like to have the Tribune com- 
mence giving support to Speaker Cannon,” wrote Beale. “A vicious 
fight is being made on him, and while I do not think his defeat 
Probable, one can never be sure about such a thing, and the Trib- 
une ought to help him. . . . (He) is a strong, courageous force 
On the conservative side of things, and in these days of radical 
tendencies he is greatly needed at Washington to help keep the 


@ance right. . . . He ought to be re-elected to Congress and the 
Speakership.” 


4 
i 
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i ant to praise Cannon. “In other congres. 
2 JES eas oe own Sealer Cannon is an Suet a 
sional eat page said on October 14, six days after Beale 
em tter. “It may be said of him that in his own district his 
aes : Heres sought to make him an issue, but that in all prob- 
Pei eh have failed and he will be re-elected. . . . The charge 
ae aes eaker is that he is a reactionary. We are inclined to 
against ee he may be called a ‘stationary.’ . . . It is easy to 
ake Mr. Gannon himself is reported to have damned 
oe, athe people of the Eighteenth District will not fail to re- 
att - man who has served the district for seventeen years and 
is the’ er of the House.” 
aon praise angered both Beale and Cannon, 
“The Tribune was my most efficient supporter when I was first 
elected Speaker, but for the last year it seems to me hg se oe 
and attitude have been substantially unfriendly, ae ape 
wrote to Beale. “This has been unfortunate, in my ju dene - “ 
the party, not on account of my eo a ue 4 et S 
one except myseli—but tr gece ) 
Peseapeike tthe Sea House of Representatives. a 
requested McCormick to make the future editorials sea iw 
McCormick was stubborn. “It has been charged agains No 
Speaker that he was the friend of special interests, the i we 
said on October 20, “It is time for somebody to say ang! “i oo 
been attacked by special interests. . . - None except ‘ o eS 
suggested that the Speaker, whatever his position may a een 
from time to time, was actuated by any but honest ay : . i 
His constituents should return him to Congress because o! ae 
record as a public servant and because of his courageous 4 
his convictions.” 
peal’ rage at that insipidity boiled over into a steamy telegram 
to McCormick: 


* vant 
Tam not at all satisfied with political attitude of Tribune ea 
it changed at once from feeble lukewarm attitude to err ve 
vigorous support of Republican party, including aoe Fe Laan 
Speaker Cannon for Congress and Speaker. Editorial 3 “age 
weak and ineffective. Please notify editorial writers accor ing b vi 
if they will not obey orders discharge them, and, if necessary, 
get your uncle [Robert Patterson] to take up his pen again. 
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McCormick resisted no more. The editorial he wrote for the 
- Sunday Tribune of October 25 satisfied Beale and Cannon. It con- 
tains a fair summary of the reasons why, in the face of the demon- 
‘strably true statements by LaFollette, Bryan, Gompers, the Meth- 
st Bishops, Rosewater, the conservationists, and all the other 
~ outsiders who devoted themselves in 1908 to proving to Vermilion 
erty and environs that Cannon in office menaced his country, 
the inhabitants of Vermilion County nevertheless reasserted their 
confidence in Uncle Joe. They liked him for himself. The editorial 
- said: 
_ The Tribune is for the re-election of Joseph G. Cannon as a mem- 


_ ber of Congress and as Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
1, Because he is honest 


2. Because he is courageous 
8. Because he is capable and efficient, 
_ The district cannot decently desert him. The state cannot afford 


tolet him go. The nation cannot completely fill his place. 
_ The Tribune earnestly desires his re 


district and by a unanimous vote for 
the next House of Representatives. 

_ Jo’ Cannon has been standing like a stone wall against every kind 
_ of jobbery and corruption in the House of Representatives for a genera- 
tion... . Speaker Cannon can cast up his political accounts when 
his long and useful career is ended with confidence of finding an im- 
mense balance in his favor. . . . If he is to be blamed for not passing 
unconstitutional measures regulating interstate liquor traffic, then he 
must be praised for passing the pure food bill, under which the per- 
centage of alcohol over a certain amount contained in every kind of 
patent medicines is plainly printed on the Jabel—an act that has no 
Parallel in any other country that we know of. 

_+++ Jo’ Cannon has got character. That is why we like him and 
Tespect him even when we differ with him, and that is why we want 
him to be re-elected to Congress by the biggest majority he ever had 
and re-elected Speaker by the vote of every Republican member. 
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-election by a big majority in his 
Speaker by the Republicans in 


He had won the election more easily in 1906. But when the 
hed Were counted on November 8, 1908, Uncle Joe had a safe 


Plurality of ten thousand above Bell. For two months his constit- 
uents had heard constantly about the despotic way in which he 
Xpressed the will of America, and they made it clear that they 

td not care, He had licked the opposition because the constit- 
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we, s for his character and his person outbalanced thei; 
ie of his methods of conducting his office. Who could say 
ene his opponents really represented the will of America? 
The opponents had made him the national issue, and on that issue 
he, not they, had won. In saving his own career, he proved again 
to his own satisfaction that America stood by the tradition of lim. 
ited goverment which he upheld by his tyranny. The Ben Hur 
band played old settlers’ tunes in the street in front of his house, 
‘and two thousand of his friends in Danville serenaded him on the 


night of victory. 





— 1908 from the watchtower of today, we can see that 
victory in Danville was the indispensable prelude to the later 
enthronement in the United States of new conceptions of political 


science which were not dreamed of by the founders of the Repub- 


lic in the eighteenth century and which were rejected over and 
over by those responsible for the government of the Republic in 
the nineteenth century. The victory strengthened the alliance 
between the true reformers of the LaFollette tribe and the inci- 
dental anti-Cannonites, the drys, the dissatisfied easterners, the 
Rosewater-like followers of Theodore Roosevelt, and the host of 
others whose confederation would certainly have fallen apart if 
they had been able to remove Cannon from the scene in 1908. Hos- 
tility to Cannon was their only bond. The LaFollette reformers 
neither in 1908 nor ever afterward had following enough in their 
own society to control the Republican Party or authority enough 
to persuade Americans to accept the new idea, that the central 
government was their defender against inequality and privilege 
and the protector of the public interest against individual private 
enterprise, But as long as Cannon ruled, the number of anti- 
‘Cannonites increased, and as long as those true reformers had the 
Wickedness of Cannon to exploit, they could continue to enlarge 
their coalition of anti-Cannonism into one awful movement. LaFol- 
lette regarded anti-Cannonism as the doorway to the new political 
pe 169 





170 TYRANT FROM ILLINOIS 


science, He said a few months after the election, the “battle of 
the people's forces against one-man tule” must come before the 
settlement of the “great fight to determine the future of this Amer- 
ican Republic—whether the machinery of government shal] be in 
the hands of men who represent the public interest or men who 
represent private interests.” 

The elections of 1908 encouraged the agrarian and Scandina. 
vian reformers on the plains and in the forests of the mid-continent 
yalley states to hope that their alliance would soon be overwhelm. 
ing in its might. The anti-Cannonites took the victory in Danville 
calmly because they won so many congressional contests outside 
Danville. Tawney survived in Minnesota, but in the same state 
Representative J. Adam Bede, an admirer of Cannon’s personality 
if not his opinions, had lost the Republican nomination to Clar- 
ence Miller in a campaign featured by Miller's exaggerated claim 
that Bede was a “hide-bound Cannon man.” The Indiana voters 
defeated all but two of the Republican incumbents running for the 
House after campaigns in which the drys attacked every one of 
them as agents of Cannon. Harassed by the same accusation, 
Jim Watson failed to win the governorship of Indiana. Nebraska 
showed the depth of its interest in fundamental reform by electing 
three Democratic Congressmen who satisfied the voters that they 
had a more intense and sincere interest in change than their Re- 
publican opponents did. What an ironic result for Rosewater’ 
campaign! The Omaha editor not only injured Cannon but also 
endangered his own conservatism, because he whipped up enmity 
for Cannon's opinions. The strong vote against Cannonism raised 
doubt as to which party had been victorious, Formally it was @ 
Republican year. The nation chose Taft for President, and it main- 
tained the Republican majority in the House, where the division 
in the Sixty-first Congress would be two hundred and eightcen Re- 
publicans and one hundred and seventy-three Democrats. The 
Democrats clearly had gained ten seats, and perhaps they had 
gained many more. For the anti-Cannonites among the Republi- 
cans numbered at least two dozen. If they supported the Demo- 
crats, and if the Democrats supported the new idea, Congress 
ona institute at last the reforms which the Speaker had repressed 
so long. 


The goal which the leaders among the allies set themselves im- 


n the West, was asking every Representative by mail: “Are 
ng to let us know your opinion of the advisability of elect- 
ing as the next Speaker some other than Mr, Cannon?” From his 
‘home in Elizabeth, New Jersey, Fowler, the frustrated chairman 
e Banking and Currency Committee, assisted the Methodists 
pgood and LaFollette by inaugurating a campaign for his 
‘election to Cannon’s position. 


ons, 


lieving as I do that there must be some change in the method of 
ing forward legislation in the House of Representatives, to re- 
better the opinion of the whole country, to conserve better the 
welfare of all the people, and also to insure the election of a Republi- 
can House in 1910, in order that President Taft may be supported 
throughout his entire term by a Congress working in harmony with 

iim, I am writing you to ask your support of my candidacy for the 
Speakership for the Sixty First Congress upon the following platform: 

4 h House of Representatives shall elect a Board of Managers, con- 
sistin ig of seven members, which shall be charged with that direction of 

tion which is now assumed by the Speaker of the House. 

Sincerely hoping that you will agree with me that it is essential that 


this reform shall be effected now, I remain very respectfully yours, 
Charles N, Fowler. 


“yr 
Fowler sent that recommendation in a circular letter to all mem- 
bers of the Sixty-first Congress, which was expected to convene 
it following March. President-elect Taft had said that imme- 

ely after his inauguration (March 4) he would call Congress 
9 extraordinary session to revise the tariff. 

Cannon sensed the intimations of revolt. The success of the 
Democrats and the discontented at the polls had destroyed the 
complacence which had prompted him to write Sherman during 
“e summer: “If you except ten men at the outside, followers of 
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LaFollette, some of them ‘D.F.s’, the House is o.k.” At the request 
of Littauer, he left Danville the day after the elections for Ney, 
York City, where he consulted with Litt, McKinley, Loudenslager, 
Bennet (Uncle Joe’s supporter on the immigration bill), and Sher. 
man. Sherman had almost died of a gall-bladder attack two days 
after his nomination for the vice presidency in June; but his healt} 
was blooming in November, and he was hopeful that Taft could 
be used to save Cannon and the paramountcy of the conservative 
tradition. The meeting over, Cannon wrote to Captain King of the 
Globe-Democrat and to his Chicago Tribune friend, Robert Pat. 
terson, that he would probably receive the votes of all the eastem 
Republican Representatives except Fowler's and Augustus Gard- 
ner’s. Payne reported to Cannon that he had written to the twenty- 
six New York Republican Congressmen, that three-fourths of their 
number had replied, and those who replied were all for Cannon. 
The Speaker understood that many Representatives who once dis- 
liked him were driven by their own ambitions to support him. 
Representative J. Sloat Fassett of New York, a lieutenant of The- 
odore Roosevelt’s, wrote him early in November recommending 
Representative James Breck Perkins of New York as chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, a post which would be vacant in 
the Sixty-first Congress as a result of the swamping of Charles 
Landis in the Indiana deluge. A few days later Perkins wrote to 
Cannon that he had heard from Fowler but he would vote for the 
Speaker's re-election. . 

Soon after the meeting in New York, Vice President-elect Sher- 
man departed for Hot Springs, Virginia, where President-elect 
Taft was perfecting plans for his execution of the presidential 
office. Ridder’s New York Staats-Zeitung and the New York Trib- 
une published rumors that Taft favored the ditching of Cannon 
from the Speakership. But Taft was an amiable man who longed 
always for harmony. Sherman predicted to him drably that his term 
in the White House would be wasted, empty of accomplishment, 
if he thrust his party into internecine war by forsaking the leader 
of one of its strongest factions, Cannon. Now that the election 
was over, should the new President invite discord? It was hard for 
him to make up his mind. Roosevelt himself advised Taft not 
Support the anti-Cannon faction among the Republicans What 
strange instructions, pregnant for the future! Who will unravel the 
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ery of Theodore Roosevelt? How could he write those mes- 
sages of 1907 and 1908 and defend the man who murdered the 
messages? Did he have an ounce of sincerity? No matter. He was 
by accident the friend of Joseph Gurney Cannon, and that 
what counts here. In October and November he gave his counsel 
that Taft accommodate himself to Uncle Joe. And when Tawney 
d Roosevelt that Cannon wished to talk with Taft, Roosevelt 
ed Taft to submit to the interview. That advice from the retir- 
‘ing President fixed the course of Taft’s presidential career. The 
gradual subjugation of Taft to Cannon disclosed Cannon’s wis- 
dom in having readily accepted the inevitable at the Chicago con- 
yention: his own inability to win the presidential nomination. 
Wee had been able only to frustrate Roosevelt, he could cap- 
ture and guide Taft. There was not much practical difference be- 
being President and telling the President what to do. If the 
Spe could induce the President to stop bleating for reform, 
then the buffeting of the Capitol by other howlers after reform 
might cease, and Cannon would no longer have to hold at bay the 
friends of change. Bryan, on a visit to Danville, went so far as to 
mr dict that Cannon, already the leader of the party, would be 
the presidential candidate of the party in 1912. 


_ Unaware of Roosevelt's counsel, the friends of change in the 
fouse counted on Taft to back any undertaking aimed at turning 


‘Cannon out of the Speaker's office. Confident, almost exultant, 


they gathered in Washington and laid their plans for rebellion a 
few days before Congress was to convene in the Lame Duck ses- 
sion, They had until March to perfect the plans, for no opportunity 
to harass Cannon would arise in the Lame Duck meeting. They 
vowed either to oust the Speaker or to deprive him of his power, 
and in the autumn most of them hoped to do both. They counted 
thirty absolutely reliable anti-Cannonmen in their cabal. That was 
more than enough to destroy Cannon’s party majority, provided 
they could make a temporary alliance with the Democrats. 
Expecting some defections from the camp of the enemy, Bur- 
les n, the Texan who had greeted Uncle Joe so cordially at the Ar- 
ington on his seventicth birthday, spent the autumn at ease in 
Washington in order to be on hand for whatever extraordinary de- 
Yelopments might occur. Toward the end of November he fell in 
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with Norris, the Nebraskan, who cautiously suggested the Possi- 
bility of an understanding with Representative Champ Clark of 
Bowling Green, Missouri, the Democrat who, it was taken fo, 

ted, would succeed John Sharp Williams as floor leader, The 
Republican rebels did not care at that moment who might become 
Speaker, as long as it wasn’t Cannon. Many of them were indiffer. 
ent to the future of their own party. They recalled the first days 
of the Republic, when men banded together temporarily in sup- 
port of an opinion and not of a party. “The regular Republican 
in Congress, as distinguished from his brother progressive, is one 
who is a party man before he is a citizen,” said Representatiye 
Charles Augustus Lindbergh of Little Falls, Minnesota, father of 
the ayiator. “One of the fundamental principles” of the rebellion, 
said Representative Asle J. Gronna of Lakota, North Dakota, “is 
that each Representative is responsible to his constituents for his 
actions in Congress and not to any party organization.” No matter 
how the Speakership fight might come out, the rebels wanted 
Democratic support for their plan to change the rules, so that who- 
ever should become Speaker would not possess the all-pervading 
authority that Uncle Joe had at his command. Burleson arranged 
a meeting. Assured by Norris that the rebels were serious, Clark 
agreed to help them amend the rules. A change would be useful to 
him. It would increase the opportunity for the Democrats to in- 
fluence the decisions of the House as long as their party was in 
the minority. 

The rebels were a varied lot. At their core was the group of 
valley men under the spell of LaFollette. They were beginning to 
call themselves “progressives.” Their leader was Victor Murdock, 
the wavy-haired red-head from Wichita, Kansas, where the farmers 
and millers grumbled that the big railways discriminated in Kar- 
sas City’s favor on freight rates for wheat ‘and flour, and where 
independent oil producers cursed the might of the Standard Oil 
Less explosive but equally determined on changing the course of 
the Republican Party was Norris. With them stood five Republi 
cans from Wisconsin, headed by Cooper, who looked vaguely like 
a bearded Toscanini, and John Mandt Nelson. There were others 
from Minnesota, Iowa, and North Dakota. The pledge-signer ie 
Missouri, Edgar C. Ellis, bolstered the group. Miles Poindexter ° 
Washington was a true progressive, and so was Everis A. Hay's 


Na Ratha 
junction bill. 
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ia. The distinction that set the Progressives apart from 

other rebels was that they opposed Cannon and the rules not 

: rely because they wished to reform the procedure of the House 

put because they considered it vital to the nation’s survival to en- 

Jarge and revise the powers of government in dealing with social 

and economic inequalities. To a man they were tariff revisionists, 

Their immediate purpose was to render Cannon helpless to save 

the high duties which since the enactment of the Dingley Law had 
ced the power of wealth and privilege. 

Jot all the rebels had such profound reasons for opposing 

non. Fowler, whose bull-face was made grotesquely mild by 

a curl that hung over his forehead, was driven to join them by 

his realization that there would be no suitable currency legisla- 

tion as long as Cannon’s will was law in America. The great 

ea! city bankers on whose behalf Fowler rebelled against 

Cannon actually represented the very privilege that LaFollette 

ad. Yet whatever his reasons for dissidence, dissident Fowler 

eful to the dissident insurgents. Gussie Gardner had a rich 

ithusiasm for “good government.” George A. Pearre hoped 

ange in the Speakership would clear the way for his in- 
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A number of rebels were motivated simply by intellectual 
scruples against the authoritarian rules. The leader of that faction 
was Hepburn of Iowa. He was neither progressive nor conserva- 
Ea hot-head in debate but temperate in his conceptions, for 
ange but only if it came gradually, not persuaded that the 
United States was divided between the privileged and the op- 
pressed but ready always to believe that the country suffered from 
some superficial social and economic dislocations which it was 
the business of government to remedy. His political science called 
quent applications of iodine to the wounds of the nation 
but not for fundamental “progressive” surgery. Yet the rules had 
leased him ever since he reached the House in 1893. In his 

st address as a Congressman he asked his colleagues to amend 
1@ Reed Rules. When the House first elected Cannon Speaker 
ith his assistance) Hepburn made a motion for a revision of 

He rules, Nobody heeded him. But in the autumn of 1908 rebels 
Bathered around him. He drew them all together. They met for 
‘eit plotting in his office, which was large and comfortable be- 
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was chairman of the Committee on Interstate and Fore 

ee ee arpesiiticerred furnished with'a long table of ag 
oak around: which all the rebels could sit and thresh out thei, 
program. These conferences were just a bit vexing for Old Pete, 
He had declined to run for re-election in 1908, and therefore he 
would be out of office when the Sixty-first Congress met, He 
would not be able to share directly in the rebellion which he was 
helping to plan. , 

As knowledge of the rebels’ purpose seeped abroad, they were 
nicknamed the “insurgents.” They were rising up. They had 
strong backing in the Senate, where Cummins joined LeFollette 
and Jonathan Dolliver of Iowa as the leaders of the midcontinent 
progressives when the final session of the Sixtieth Congress con- 
yened in December. The question of the fate of Cannon so pre- 
occupied everyone's attention that scarcely any member of House 
or Senate took an interest in legislation during that session. 

The insurgents had the center of the stage for three months, 
and they began to chafe uneasily. They began to quarrel over 
tactics. Would it be wiser after all to leave Cannon in office 
weakened by a revision of the rules, or must he and rules go ty 
gether? Norris, despite his having taken the Rosewater plecze, 
began to argue that their target should be only the rules and not 
the Speaker. They must base their insurgency on principle, not 
on personality. He knew that Cannon was yet a hero to millions, 
and to abase him might harm the progressives more than it would 
help them. Murdock damned this sense of compromise. It was 
time to get rid of all the personnel and symbols of dictatorship, 
he said. He carried weight in the councils, but the view of Norris 
began to prevail after the insurgents learned that Taft by accident 
agreed with him. Agents of the incoming Administration spoke 
sweetly with the insurgents. They would only hurt their own 
interests if they overthrew Cannon, for they would thereby pr 
cipitate a long contention in the House and delay indefinitely the 
attainment of the prize which the progressives sought—revisi" 
of the tariff. That suggestion was potent. It discouraged the insur 
gents from campaigning for the removal of Cannon. Thereafter 
most of them dared not spread the word abroad that they ™ 
tended to shake the person of Uncle Joe. é 

They concentrated on their effort to win support for a chang} 
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‘rules. Early in February 1909 the insurgents sent a circu- 
ter to all Democratic members of the House, saying: 

as is known, there is but one opportunity during the life of a 

7 , for amending these rules. This Opportunity comes at the 

of each Congress. Hitherto it has been the custom to shut 

this opportunity by the adoption of the previous question or some 

r secondary motion, the effect of which does not appear to the 


If these secondary motions are voted down, there is then op- 
ity to debate and amend the rules. . . . 


jould be glad to receive any suggestions that you may care 
ake and to hear from you as to whether we may have your assistance 
beginning of the Sixty First Congress in amending the rules. 


iam Howard Taft on March 4 took the oath of president 
driving snowstorm, and he at once appointed March 15 as 


‘the ¢ y on which the special session should begin for considera- 


f the tariff. For the city of Washington it was a time of 
ical change. The mall that stretched toward the Potomac at 
tom of Capitol Hill, beneath the windows in the Speaker's 

, was at last becoming green and beautified. The railroad 
that disfigured it until 1908 had been removed, and the 

h Tiber Creek, a noisome mosquito nest that crossed the 
had been covered over. All trains now conveniently halted 
e handsome new Union Station, a quarter mile north of the 
ll across a new parkway. The city was growing. A new 
was a-building over the steep, wide Rock Creck ravine 
for a century had halted the advance of Washington north- 
beyond Florida Avenue, or Boundary Street as it was named 

. The noble plan of Pierre L’Enfant for the capital city 

Sat last being realized a century late. The dust and “magnificent 
ances” that Cannon had known as Washington for years after 
id Molly arrived there in 1873 were giving way to hard 


ry ig and magnificent vistas. This activity in municipal develop- 


tsymbolized the restless longing of the the progressives among 
surgents for political change and modernization, but it did 
leflect Uncle Joe from the course he had selected. 
Letters from men with whom Cannon had established himself 
Hero sustained him while the insurgents were making ready 
eit victory dance. “What do these fool insurgents and those 
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skunk Democrats mean to do?” Frank A. Mehling, the vice pres. 
ident of the Northern Ohio Blanket Mills in Cleveland, asked him 

“Don't they know that your little way of chloroforming them anq 
keeping them in a state of coma as long as they are in Congress 
is the best that could happen to them, and the country, too, fo, 
that matter?” James Wilson of Tama, Iowa, who was still Secre. 
tary of Agriculture twelve years after his appointment by Pres. 
ident McKinley, assured Cannon that the insurgents were cowards 
like the rabble who dug up the bones of Oliver Cromwell after 
the Restoration and played football with his skull. “These hounds 
would not think of meeting you on a fair field,” wrote Tama Jim, 
J. Sloat Fassett, whose loyalty to party suddenly tumed him into 
a partisan of Uncle Joe, recalled the observation of Roscoe Conk- 
ling about his detractors: “I have noticed that a dried-up grass. 
hopperin the corner of a fence can make more noise than the cattle 
grazing on a thousand hills.” “It is fair to presume,” wrote Fassett, 
“that most of the objectors to the rules have never read them; that 
if they had, they could not understand them. . . . It must be re- 
membered that by far an overwhelming majority of the Republi- 
cans of the House are loyal to the rules, and to the Speaker, and 
only by impeaching their intelligence could any one accept the 
criticisms . . . as well founded. I just drop you this letter to 
hearten you up a bit, for I have felt once or twice lately that you 
were perhaps giving too much weight to the people who have been 
criticizing you.” Uncle Joe himself traced his troubles to the print 
paper and pulp tariff. He wrote to a financial writer, W. G. Nich- 
olas, in New York City: 


So far as the attacks upon me as an individual and Speaker of the 
House are concerned, they had their genesis in the First Session of the 
Sixtieth Congress when Mr. Herman Ridder, who was the head 
the publishers’ organization, demanded in the name of that organi 
tion that I recognize then Representative John Sharp Williams or som? 
other member of the House to move to suspend the rules and pass * 
bill putting wood pulp and print paper on the free list. 


He needed heartening. He despised his critics, but he gloomily 
gave them a chance of victory. He kept a good face in public, ” 
pearing calm, his head up, the cigar-end ever in process of a 
ation between his molars, speaking softly and slowly without sho 
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in caucus the night of March 14, Cannon addressed them 

yithout his old mannerisms. His left arm hung by his side. He 

ae once bobbed his head. He spoke as though he thought de- 
"feat was imminent: 


‘ou cannot talk back from that chair [the Speaker's]. I am glad to 
have occupied that position. I have had it for six years, but I should 
not heave a sigh if the Republican Party, acting together, should select 
some other one of our colleagues to preside. I would cheerfully take 
my seat upon the floor and make my best contribution for the common 

|. Legislate on facts. You cannot legislate nor accomplish results 
3 ing to the declarations of either ignorant or vicious people. 
a murmur while the deeps are dumb.’ Uninformed people 
: ler. 


Rejecting his forebodings, the caucus unanimously nominated 
him for a fourth term. But not all the Republicans took part in the 
caucus. On LaFollette’s advice, the insurgents remained absent, 
to enable them to keep their independence. Despite this act of 
separation, they were not absolutely free. Vague uncertainties 
haunted them. Taft’s vigorous support of Cannon confused them. 
lothing better could happen for the progressive movement than 
-acontest between the Speaker and the President,” John Mandt 
Nelson wrote in the new magazine, LaFollette’s Weekly, in Jan- 
“ary. “Such a contest seems to be inevitable, notwithstanding ru- 
mors of peace and harmony. . . . Without the President's aid, the 
members of the House will remain handcuffed, manacled, and 
gagged by the Speaker.” But Taft implacably refused to help them 
The rebels could not believe that Taft meant it when he first signi- 
that he was on Cannon’s side. Even LaFollette expected that 
at the propitious eleventh hour he would stand up for his own 
interests as President and guide the insurgents toward Cannon’s 
overthrow in order at one stroke to establish himself as the party 
leader and the captain-general of reform. But the contest Nelson 
longed for did not occur. 
‘ Accordingly the insurgents were uncertain how to use their own 
Sttength when the House convened at noon on March fifteenth, 
with Cannon in the chair. The first business before it in the new 
-ongress was the election of the Speaker. The insurgents, now 
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thoroughly disappointed by Taft, had no focus of leadership, 1 
their confusion the bold step of moving over to the Democrats was 
beyond them, and the progressives remained bound by the patty 
ties which intellectually they wanted to reject. None of the insy;. 
gents cast his vote for Champ Clark, the Democratic nominee, 
Eight voted for Hal Cooper, two for Norris, and one for John Esch 
of Wisconsin. As a tribute to Hepbum’s famous independence, 
Lindbergh voted for Hepburn as Speaker, although Pete was no 
longer a member of the House. Rosewater-pledges notwithstand. 
ing, Norris and Kinkaid of Nebraska as well as Ellis and Hayes 
voted for Cannon. So did Gardner, Pearre, and Fowler, whom no- 
body wanted for Speaker. Once more the House chose wicked old 
Uncle Joe. . 

But was Cannon destined hereafter to be a Speaker without 
power, a judicial presiding officer instead of a political manager? 
When the vote was finished, little Dalzell pranced to the well of 
the House and offered his standard resolution to adopt the rules 
of the previous Congress. The resolution had passed in 1903 and 
1905 and 1907. But in 1909 it was defeated. The insurgents in alli- 
ance with the Democrats carried the day. Cannon’s rules went 
down, 193 to 189. Good Scandinavians helped bear Uncle Joe to 
the ground—Steenerson, Haugen, Lindbergh, Nelson, and Len- 
toot, who on that exciting day was beginning his career as a mem- 
ber of Congress. Norris, Murdock, Gardner, and Fowler voted 
against the rules. As Norris had promised Clark in November, the 
insurgents all told numbered thirty, and Clark, taking heart from 
this proof of his new allies’ reliability, arose and offered a resolu- 
tion to amend the rules. It was a knife to make a eunuch of the 
Speaker. It would increase the Rules Committee from the tight 
little company of five appointed by the Speaker to a group of fit: 
teen to be elected by the House membership. The Speaker would 
not be amember, and the Speaker would keep the privilege of ap- 
pointing only five committees instead of all committees—W2ys 
and Means, Printing, Accounts, Mileage, and Enrolled Bills. The 
Tesolution was curiously timid. Cannon had been authority so long 
that Clark could not imagine cleanly cutting him off from all his 
sources of extraordinary power. Why authorize him to appoint 
any committees? But the vestiges of power which Clark would 
leave him were few, and the insurgents yoted for the resolution. 
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ae stood at the edge of doom. The history of the Speaker as 
a 


figure of supreme importance in American government seemed. 
to be ending. 
jut Cannon had a keen eye for a man’s weakness, and he had 
3 putting that trait to good use. As a result, he knew things 
about which the insurgents were ignorant. The insurgents should 


g we acquainted themselves better with John Joseph Fitzgerald of 
a , New York. Representative Fitzgerald was a Democrat, 
but he gave his first loyalty not to the Democratic organization of 
| House but to the Democratic organization of Greater New 
York, Tammany Hall. There was some talk going around that the 
revisionists on the Ways and Means Committee intended to 
t ise the federal excise tax on beer, and the heads of Tammany 
considered the tax on the poor man’s drink already high enough. 
In such a situation Cannon might be of help to Tammany, and 
Tammany might be of help to Cannon. Cannon could keep the 
beer tax as it was, and Tammany’s Representatives in Washington, 
twelve in number, could help Cannon in the struggle over the 
mules. The Democratic Representatives from Georgia and Florida 
had a weakness, too. Their interest in protecting the lumber in- 
dustry in their states compromised their support for the traditional 
en” doctrine of a tariff for revenue only. It was possible 
‘that Cannon could hold the lumber tariff at a good protective level, 
provided Georgia and Florida made it possible for Cannon to keep 
on controlling affairs in the House. Rural Louisiana, too, was over- 
mun ith that political push-me-pull-you, the Democratic protec- 
tionist. The Louisianans needed defense against foreign sugar. 
__As the clerk called the roll on Clark's resolution for amending 
the rules, Fitzgerald and ten of his eleven Tammany colleagues; 
Robert F. Broussard of New Iberia, Louisiana; six Georgians, six 
Mlridians, and Democrats from Massachusetts and Illinois voted 
against Clark. Cannon had but one means for outwitting the in- 
Surgents, and that was to balance the insurgent Republicans mov- 
ing to Clark’s side with insurgent Democrats moving to his side. 
The trade was about even. Clark had thirty Republicans and Can- 
ton had twenty-two Democrats. Cannon not only obtained the 
Necessary votes, but his new allies baited the astounded insurgents 
‘nd regular Democrats with salty witticisms. “The reason the 
Democrats have not been legislating since I have been here has 
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not been due to too many rule: 
William G. Brantley, 
Cannon was not aa 

0, Within a wee: 
eae as and Broussard to Wa} 


in his Weekly: 


culated. The 


It was not the Speaker who gi 
sentatives on Mont 


t victory means 
ae the tittle band of courageous a! 


were beaten. It was ninety millions 0 
Privilege gained that day. 
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s but to too many Republicans,” said 
alumber Democrat from Brunswick, Georgia, 


final vote in his favor was 203 


n appointed Fitzgerald to the Rules 
ae a and Means. LaFollette wrote 


ained a victory in the House of Repre- 
day March the fifteenth. It was Special Privilege. 


£ millions of profit to privilege. It was 
a abe nd petandent Republicans who 


f people. They lost all that Special 
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Wane THE insurgents were spending the winter hopefully form- 
in their useless plans for discomforting Cannon, one of the stal- 
wart supporters of the object of their gripe, Chairman Sereno 
Elisha Payne of the Ways and Means Committee, was concentrat- 
ing his attention on the principal matter which inspired the pro- 
sives among the insurgents to launch their vain rebellion—the 
. Payne had called his committee together in November, im- 
ne itely after the elections, for hearings on a new tariff, and a 
ial draft of his bill was almost ready for submission to the House 
when the Sixty-first Congress opened with its hullabaloo over tyr- 
anny and czarism. 

‘The tariff was an issue of honor in 1909. The question was 
whether the Republican Party would make good the promise im- 
Plied in the platform of the Chicago convention for revision down- 
ward, The Republicans who actually wanted lower schedules felt 

lat their personal integrity was at stake in the decision to be 
made, The enactment of higher duties, or the failure to depress 
the duties to a marked degree, would humiliate them by depriy- 
ing the party to which they belonged of its reputation for trust- 
Worthiness. Nobody could put faith in an organization whose can- 
didates sought office on a tariff-revision program and, after gaining 
office, ignored the political bond so plighted. Not only the insur- 


Sents but most Americans saw the question in that unusual light, 
, 183 
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and they thus vested the issue with a high meaning and solemnity 
seldom found in legislative matters. ; : 
tion of honor took precedence over issues of economics, 
me a of course, one’s interpretation of what the Republicans 
a aly promised at Chicago depended pretty much on one’s 
ic opinions. The tide of opinion was changing. Whereas the 
ee cane and miner stood at the center of the protectionists’ 
as ic philosophy in the nineteenth century, the consumer had 
iene focus of economic interest for the progressives and 
on the National Association of Manufacturers and millions 
of other Americans of mild protectionist leanings who favored 
downward revision, Senator Cummins contended that protective 
schedules stifled competition in the United States when they were 
higher than absolutely necessary to save American producers from 
foreign competition. Only in an energetically competitive ectely 
could the consumer derive the greatest advantage in ease su 
standard of living, for competition drove down prices and thereby 
ue of the consumer's income. ; 
Bee teres any purchaser of goods, whether a te 
in Madison buying protected woolen cloth from which to a ; 
herself a dress or a publisher buying protected newsprint St % 
to his business, But the progressives in the main thought o} - 
consumer as an individual, not a manufacturer, and the ability o 
the individual consumer to stretch his dollar had been Bectins 
steadily in the years since the enactment of the Dingley a i 
M. Tarbell reported in her study of the tariff (serialize a ' 
American Magazine in 1909) that the annual per capita cost i 
necessaries went up from $74.81 in 1896 to $107.26 in 1906; Fn 
rose 85 per cent, and wages (based on inquiries among se . 
wage-earners) rose 19.1 per cent. The United States Steel ze 
ration paid an average wage of $775 a year, and the ee S 
tile industry averaged $416. The high prices widened the eu = 
tween the condition of the poor and the condition of the ric z a 
the poor, like the rich, had to buy clothing and food, and the ta ae 
raised the price of both. Dingley’s tariff on tinplate asics a uit 
gressive rise in the cost of canned foods. Shoes cost more ar , 
of Dingley. His law was the first American tariff that ae pee 
duty on hides; Dingley also raised the tariff on leather an i. : 
from which was made the thread used in manufacturing shoe 
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Tarbell explained how the trusts and overprotected indus- 
s intertwined. The United Shoe Machinery Gouin neni 
sale and renting of all machines used by shoe manufacturers for 
welting, lasting, heeling, and pegging shoes; therefore, the ma- 
chinery company had the power to designate those who might and 
those who might not make shoes in America behind the tariff wall. 
a result price competition in the protected shoe business was 
rare. The combination of the Dingley duty on thread and the op- 
ion of the Coats thread trust increased the cost of dresses and 
made at home. The housewife felt the pinch of the tariff 
nat the washtub, for Dingley protected starch and many Amer- 
grumbled that the starch monopolists—the “glucose trust” 
the Corn Products Company was nicknamed—held the price 
jove the protected level. Besides those specific items of partic- 
ar interest to poor Americans in the city and on the farm, the 
ff worked to keep high the whole general level of prices, and 
_ the progressives blamed that fact for the dearness of all living. 
__As protectors of the consumer, the progressives interpreted the 
By icago resolution to mean that the Republican Party was com- 
itted to lowering tariffs. The progressives had reason to assume 
at Taft agreed with them. He was never a tariff crusader, but 
_ inhis speech in Cincinnati accepting the presidential nomination 
a . he acknowledged the presence of flaws in existing sched- 
I les. In the protectionist tradition he recommended that the duty 
_ 0n every imported article should be sufficient to cover the differ- 
ence in the cost of production at home and abroad, including the 
difference in wages, and sufficient also to give a reasonable profit 
to the American producer. “The tariff in a number of schedules 
Feticrcoed: the difference between the cost of production of such 
_ articles abroad and at home,” Taft said. “The excess over that dif- 
ference offers a temptation to those who would monopolize the pro- 
duction and sale of such articles in this country, to profit by the 
‘€xcessive rate. On the other hand there are some few other sched- 
ules in which the tariff is not sufficiently high to give the measure 
Of protection which they should receive upon republican princi- 
‘les, and as to those the tariff should be raised.” Taft's thriftiness 
_Bave him the consumer’s point of view about the tariff. As Secre- 
tary of War he recommended that the Panama Canal Commission 
buy Steel rails in England at two-thirds of the price they could be 
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i ected Pennsylvania. Taft told Henry Riesenber : 
as Ee NitGhel Tarif Commission Convention, ice 
met in Indianapolis on February 16, that he favored the establish. 
ment of “some such body” as the commission, but he did not prom. 
ise to recommend its inclusion in the new bill. 

The progressives, however, could not add Taft up to a neat sum, 
His running mate, Jim Sherman, sent shivers down the spines of 
the sincere revisionists and of officers of the National Association 
of Manufacturers, “I am a protectionist,” he announced in his 
speech of acceptance, delivered in Utica while the bells rang in 
churches and town halls up and down the Mohawk Valley from 
Little Falls on the east to Rome on the west, and he said little more 
about the tariff. Taft's reiteration of the old cost-of-production 
formula played into the hands of those who wanted to keep the 
walls of protection higher than necessary. Acting at the orders of 
the State Department, the consuls abroad tried but failed to obtain 
the statistical information necessary for the drafting of a tariff law 
on that basis. In the end Congress had to rely on the manufacturers 
and miners seeking tariff protection to tell them what the protec- 
tive duty should be. In his Inaugural Address on March 4, Taft re- 
peated what he had said in his acceptance speech, and he sug- 
gested also the enactment of a maximum and minimum schedule 
asa device by which the United States could slap back at foreign 
countries discriminating against American goods. That coincided 
with Cannon’s opinion. . 

By the time Congress convened, the progressives suspected that 
Cannon and the men in charge of the work of writing the new 
tariff bills were aiming at higher and not lower schedules. Senator 
Julius Caesar Burrows, chairman of the tariff sub-committee of the 
Finance Committee, had been in Washington since August, 1908, 
for the arduous and cumbersome task of preparing a bill to i 
the place of Dingley’s law. He was a standpatter, and none w 4 
sincerely favored revision downward relished the fact that he ha 
influence in the matter, Stout Chairman Payne was a high aa 
tionist of long standing who had considered low duties a aa ot 
danger to his country ever since the enactment of the tariff-for 
revenue-only Wilson Law in 1894, which was followed by Le 
by a fall in the value of railroad stocks to 12 per cent of par, °) 
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jemployment, and by widespread destitution. He had kept a 
creet silence about his tariff philosophy since the Chicago con- 
ntion, and he had cheered the downward revisionists by open- 
his hearings with witnesses represen ting the consumers, In his 
hogany and gilt committee rooms down the corridor of the Cap- 
i from the Speaker's quarters, he listened to testimony for two 
mths while he made almost a public function of the task of re- 
1 _ writing the law. That procedure contrasted sharply with the man- 
__ ner of preparation of the Dingley Tariff, which Dingley and Payne 
_and the other Republican members of the Ways and Means Com- 
ittee of that day had worked out in an obscure room of the 
an Hotel, far from the public gaze, in three weeks’ time. 
As the Congressional session opened, Payne reported to the 
Speaker that his committee had drafted a bill which, honoring the 
_ general sentiment and the common understanding of what the 
Republican platform meant, severely reduced many duties. It was 
_ not to Payne's liking to forsake Republican tradition in that way. 
But the intensity of the national yearning for relief from the high 
cost of living had so impressed most of Payne's colleagues that they 
in isted upon a sweeping repudiation of Dingley. Foreign lumber 
_ was to enter the country free. Zine ore was to remain free. Hides, 
m which shoe-leather was made, were to be free. Petroleum 
and petroleum products were to be free. Upon receiving that in- 
_ formation, Cannon took over Payne’s prerogatives as Chairman of 
_ Ways and Means. He instructed Payne to inform his colleagues 
- that they must change their draft. 
__ Accepting the comment of the Speaker as a ukase, the colleagues 
obliged, and Payne on March 17 reported to the House a bill that 
_ Would pinch the consumer harder than Dingley ever dared to pinch 


_ To be sure it pleased the conservationists and the publishers. 
_ Inthe course of the investigation which Cannon had directed him 
_ to make in order to shut up Ridder, Mann concluded that the 
_ Spruce trees in the United States would last only fourteen more 
Years if the country relied on domestic woods as a source of its 

‘Rewsprint. To save our forests, he recommended that woodpulp 
-€nter America free and that Congress drop the import tax on news- 
Print from six dollars to two dollars a ton. Payne accepted Mann's 
_ Suggestions, and included them in the bill which he presented to 
* 
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d the bill offered a novelty (which Taft had recom. mists’ interpretation of the Republi i 
ks Inaugural Address) in a federal inheritance tax, og eon. ea 
panes levy of 1 per cent on estates above $10,000 when as. “s musing indeed were the ponderous assurances of Mr. Taft 
signed to direct heirs an d 5 per cent when assigned to collateral that the Republican Party would revise the tariff do 
hers, The provision was modeled after the state law in Payne's tative Oscar Underwood of Alabama remar 


own New York, Its inclusion in a bill put together under the direc. t leagues in the House. “I say to you that there is more real power in 


tion of standpatters bore witness to the intensifying national dis. ; e five-cent cigar between the iron lips of Joseph G. Cannon than 
trust of wealth. in the big sticks of a whole regiment of Roosevelts and Tafts,” 
On Cannon's behalf, however, Payne squeezed the home-builder _ Adelegation of women from Chicago called at the Capitol bear- 


in the revised draft by taxing imported lumber at one dollar a ing a petition which, had all the sheets of paper comprising it been 
thousand feet. _ pasted together, would have reached three miles. It bore the sig- 


In recognition of Democratic Louisiana's friendly attitude to- natures of two hundred thousand opponents of the suggested tar- 
ward the Republican Speaker, the bill further squeezed the wage- ills on gloves, both short and long (for Payne's bill proposed a 
eamer and house-wife by continuing the tariff on sugar. A forecast __ higher duty on gloves over fourteen inches in length than on those 
that clothing and food would be dearer was contained also in pro- wh ich ended at the wrist), But Mann, in his capacity of majority 
posals for higher tariffs on cotton, chocolate, cocoa, fruits, vege- der, refused to make arrangements for the women’s reception, 
tables, and nuts. Sharing Cannon’s regard for the welfare of glove- nd they had to carry their bundle of signatures back to Chicago. 
maker Littauer, the retired member of the Speaker's court, Payne _ The House did not disturb Payne’s recommendations for gloves 
asked Congress to raise the duty on ladies’ gloves. The tariff of _ orhosiery. The only important change which the House made in 
1897 had already given Littauer and his fellow American manu- z bill as Payne reported it affected petroleum. In spite of a fer- 
facturers a monopoly of the American market in men’s gloves. _ vid, arm-swinging argament by Cannon for continuation of the 
Payne's bill increased the tariff on hosiery by 30 per cent, “a cruel Dingley oil tariff, tle Representatives, led by Norris, voted to ad- 
outrage on men, women, and children,” complained Champ Clark. : mit petroleum and its products without duty. On the whole, how- 
Cannon's district was producing more oil than any area east of ~_ ever, the bill promised revision upward, and what Cannon had Jost 
Illinois, and Payne proposed the retention of the Dingley duties _ inthe House he had a chance to recover‘in the Senate. 
on petroleum and petroleum products, Payne redeemed Cannon's 7 Bos 
pledge to Missouri by recommending a tax of one cent a pound on mete Senate looked like-a free institution. No Iron Duke in the 
zinc ore. Pleasing to Cannon’s supporters in Tammany was the pattern of Cannon directed its functioning. Its rules explicitly up- 
fact that the bill did not bear out rumors that the federal excise held the principle of absolute equality among members. Each of 
tax on beer was to go up from one dollar to one dollar and fifty _ the ninety-two Senators had the right to speak for as long as he 
cents, _ Wished on whatever topics interested him. The committees could 

The tariff which Payne reported after conference with Cannon ‘Rot be repressed. The long term of office, six years in contrast with 
dealt with four thousand articles of commerce and reduced the ue Representatives’ two, ostensibly encouraged independence in 
duties on only four hundred. It recommended increases in seventy a, Senator, ; 
five articles, and it subjected many of the reduced articles to even” __ Yet the appearance of absolute freedom was misleading. Almost 
tual increase by the application of the maximum and minimum a the Senators, excepting only a few from states which chose 
provision, since most foreign countries discriminated against Amet- a neirs through primaries and elections, owed allegiance to some 
ican goods by some statutory or administrative device. The bill eo group of men representing a special eae pie 
depressed people who had continued to take seriously the opt ANd social orientation, because, as the Constitution provided, they 
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e state legislatures; and the legislatures were 
ee. ee ase by Pisa and managers of the greatest 
enterprises in the state. One could only say that each Senator was 
completely free to represent his sponsors to the best of his ability. 
Tn Massachusetts the makers, not the consumers, of cotton tex. 
tiles and boots and shoes called the tune when the legislature 
chose its Senators. In Montana the senatorial kingpins were the 
owners of the mines, not the laborers in them. So the majority of 
Republican Senators in 1909 had a natural sympathy for the en- 
terprisers who profited from the existence of a high protective 
tariff. 


: pathetic of all was Nelson Aldrich, an urbane little 
Be ay iche from Rhode Island, where he had made 
a fortune in traction. Aldrich, who had been in the Senate for 
twenty-eight years, was chairman of the Finance Committee, the 
counterpart of Ways and Means. He was a shameless standpatter. 
Working independently of Payne, he and Burrows drafted a bill 
so offensive to the consumer that LaFollette in his Weekly cried, 
“Take Aldrichism to the primaries,” and exhorted his readers: 


For the Senators of other states in which the people are supposed 
to rule to bow to the Aldrich power and accept the Aldrich dictation 
should be the signal for such an uprising of the voters in those states 
as shall forever put an end to the Aldrich rule in the United States 
Senate, by retiring the Senators who support that rulership. 


LaFollette and six other Senators who owed no fealty to special 
interests or inflexible personal prejudice spent hours on the Sen- 
ate floor, denouncing Aldrich’s tariff on iron ore and iron scrap, 
on cotton, on lumber, on wool. They were LaFollette, Beveridge 
of Indiana, Cummins and Dolliver of Iowa, and Minnesota s Moses 
Clapp and Knute Nelson, the old Norwegian who had moved ou 
from his countrymen in Dane County in order to keep his “ . 
pendence. But every amendment which they offered on behal : 
the consumer the Senate voted down. They blamed Democrat 
who supported Aldrich for their defeats, but they would aed 
lost had all the Democrats been on their side. ‘The eee 
worked their will. They slipped a joker into Mann’s ore i 
free wood pulp; it would not enter free, the Senate agreed, Hi 
countries which imposed export duties on pulp. Canada, the c 
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eign source of pulp, did impose such duties. The Senate also 
raised Mann’s duty on newsprint from $2.00 to $3.75 a ton. 
_ The standpatters usually kept silent, while the seven progres- 
ives spoke at length. The protesting Republicans had all the time 
wished for criticizing Aldrich’s bill, although none could offer 
_ more than five amendments to it. They excited the country, but 
__ they did not influence their colleagues. When the Senate approved 
__ the bill on July 8, the seven steadfast progressives voted nay, but 
tandpatters outnumbered them. In the Senate they could not 
y that Czarism had beaten them. 
‘The confident Cannon assumed that the standpatters would out- 
Somber the progressives forever. Perhaps they would have done 
__ soif Cannon had given the progressives a free chance to show their 
_ strength or weakness in the House. 
But the Aldrich bill only prodded Cannon to make a new dis- 
play of despotism, and each act of despotism now won new allies 
o the progressives, He was harassed by uncertainty, Aldrich had 
__ shown that the progressives controlled only a small fraction of the 
yotes in the Senate, and it seemed incredible to the Speaker that 
the discontent blowing east from the plains would be taken seri- 
ously by a majority of members of the House. At the same time a 
Bs shred of gnawing doubt that the progressives were as weak in 
the House as they were in the Senate began to pick at him. 
____ The Representatives were growing restive by July because many 
__ of them had spent at home the seventy days which it took the Sen- 
pt to act upon the bill, and they had discovered that their con- 
_ Stituents were losing faith in the Republican Party out of disgust 
a the Congressional performance. The Speaker had resources 
for ascertaining the national sentiment without leaving Wash- 
ington. “There isn’t a publication of note anywhere that has a 
_ kind word to say for the measure (the tariff bill) in its present 
orm,” the Washington Post said in an editorial. “A newspaper? A 
on of paper, a barrel of ink, and a typesetting machine, and that's 
all,” said Cannon. “The publisher of a great newspaper,” he said 
where, “may have thousands of readers, but he cannot destroy 
their political convictions or deliver their votes in the ballot box.’ 
_ He did not want to believe that the nation would ever turn away 
from the Republicans as long as the Republicans honored protec- 
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itively sure that traditional Republican Principles 
es ene the six most thoroughly stand-pat cee 
bers of the Ways and Means Committee to work out a compro- 
mise of the House and Senate differences with Aldrich, Burrows, 
and other Senators in the conference. In the group he included 
Joseph Fordney of Michigan, who had exclaimed in the spring, 
“I sweat blood every time they reduce a schedule.” “If I had my 
way about it,” Fordney also had said, “I would not make a change 
in the Dingley Law.” The selection of Fordney was criticized be- 
cause he stood well down in the list of membership of the Ways 
and Means Committee. So did William Alexander Calderhead of 
Marysville, Kansas, whom Cannon designated as one of Ford- 
ney’s colleagues on the conference committee. Other Represent- 
atives whom Cannon did not name had served longer on Ways 
and Means. But the Speaker could take no chances of appointing 
some member who might at the wrong moment surrender to the 
clamor for revision in his home district and attempt to cut the 
duties. 

Cannon's audacity in selecting House conferees for the sake of 
upholding the Senate bill bothered Taft. “I don’t think that Can- 
non played square,” he wrote to his brother Horace. The Pres- 
ident had been napping through almost the whole long episode 
of the tariff debate in Congress. He trusted the leaders of Senate 
and House to carry out the promise which he had made for down- 
ward revision. When Aldrich was well along with ‘his assignment 
of building a newer and higher tower of protection, Secretary of 
the Treasury Franklin MacVeagh, speaking on behalf of the Pres- 
ident in Chicago, said that the tariff would be revised to suit the 
public taste, especially the taste of the Middle West. Not until 
the bill went to conference did Taft awake to the danger that a 
bill was being passed which would fill the Middle West with re- 
volt. Then he showed a far greater capacity than Roosevelt ever 
Bee persuading Uncle Joe Cannon to do what he did not want 
to do. 

Taft insisted that the glove duty come down. Cannon said that 
he would defeat the bill unless the glove duty remained at the 
Littauer level, which the House had accepted. When Aldrich sup- 
ported Taft, Cannon gave in. Taft said that the lumber tarif 
should not exceed $1.25 a thousand. The Senate bill taxed lumber 
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$2.00, and Cannon threatened to adjoum the House of Rep- 
tatives without acting on the bill unless $2-lumber remained, 
ich urged Taft to surrender, but Taft said that he would call 
30 gress back into a new special session at once if the first special 
"session failed to enact a satisfactory tariff. Again Cannon the in- 
_yincible surrendered to the President. 
_ But it was too late to change the bill in any fundamental way. 
_ Taft had slept over long. And after he exacted two concessions 
Pe the Speaker, he sought no more. He could not drive himself 


4 


to fight. What a different world we might live in had Taft con- 
tinued thereafter to assert himself with such skill and vigor! The 
tariff was revised upward. It was not Dingley all over again; it 
as more than Dingley. Instead of establishing a permanent tariff 
_ commission, the bill authorized the President to appoint a board 
of experts to help him administer the tariff, especially to help him 
apply that device beloved by the high protectionists, the maxi- 
_ mun and the minimum. It did remove the duty from petroleum 
_ to Danville’s woe. And it contained a novelty which, in an earlier 
4 , Cannon might have had expunged. That was a tax of 1 per 
cent on the net incomes of corporations, which, at the request of 
- ‘Taft, Aldrich had inserted after the Finance Committee had de- 
_ leted Payne’s inheritance tax. Incidental to the tariff discussion, 
_ the House and Senate had approved (also at Taft’s request) a 
‘tesolution calling upon the states to amend the Constitution by 
eens the federal government to collect an income tax from 
_ individuals. That was the same year in which the British parlia- 
_ tment approved Lloyd George’s sensational budget, inaugurating 
_ @ tax of seventeen pence to the pound on unearned wealth and 
on incomes exceeding fifteen thousand pounds a year, to help the 
_ government pay for the “pressing needs of social reform.” The 
_ new tide which has reached its flood in our day was then beginning 
_ torun in the world. 

_ Taft's tax policy was certainly a step in a new direction, but, 
with his bumbling genius for doing a good thing in a bad way, 
for striking when the iron was cold, he pleased neither the pro- 
_ §ressives nor the men of property. Believing that the tariff duties 
_ constituted a heavy tax on the poor, the progressives ardently 
_ Wanted the enactment of an income tax law in 1909 in order to 
tax the rich. They grumbled that the President had proposed the 
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tion tax, jand) a constitutional amendment Bat would 
bri ie imposition of an income tax at some future da 
irae to et Congress from imposing an income i 
immediately, “President Taft's host of admirers can drink to him 
no more gracefully than to express the wish that he may live until 
he gets the constitution amended, was one sarcastic progressive 
comment. While LaFollette complained that the corporations 
would simply ie the eosmnes fe pay hese yy rae 
i rices for the goods wl e corporations sold, Elbert 
Cees of the Bnited States Steel Corporation, speaking as 
an inside authority on corporations, complained that the corpora- 
tion tax was “extreme” and would encourage extravagance in 
government. Justice David J. meet at the uae meee Supreme 
, whose decisions showed his sympathy for corporate 
ao cemebes wath pea Tresrience, that “if ease 
ou give the power to the nation to tax all incomes, you give it the 
ee to ne states, not out of their existence, but out of their 
vitality.” 

On the whole the discontented found little to praise in Cannon's 
tariff, which was known formally as the Payne-Aldrich Tariff. It 
‘was “a most unwarrantable re-enactment of special favors” and a 
“bare-faced violation of party pledges.” In bitter disillusionment, 
some called it a swindle. 

So Cannon triumphed again. The seven bitter-enders among 
the Senate Republicans voted against the bill in its final form— 
Beveridge, Bristow, Clapp, Cummins, Dolliver, LaFollette, Nel- 
son—and twenty Republicans in the House voted against it. Of 
fended by the refusal of the Senate and the conferees to follow 
his recommendations on pulp and newsprint, Jim Mann, the 
Speaker's faithful supporter, joined the Republicans on the nay 
side. Once more, however, Cannon was saved by the mystic sense 
of fealty which party membership imparts even to the most rest- 
less, A shift in six votes would have beaten the tariff in the House. 
Yet many progressives and insurgents who had opposed Cannon 
on the rules in March helped him on the tariff in August. They 
Jost their nerve when they contemplated an action which might 
harm the party, The failure to pass the bill would be a fiasco for 
all aeenilicees, standpat and insurgent. Norris and Hal Cooper 
yoted as Cannon voted—aye, 
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But Norris and Cooper paid for the sins they had committed 
_ in the spring. In the flush of victory Cannon drove his advantage 
home in the House by dismissing the most obstreperous pro- 
gr essives and other insurgents from the committees where they 
Sa do him harm. Cooper lost his chairmanship of Insular Affairs, 

d Norris lost his membership on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
~ Cannon remoyed Fowler as chairman of Banking and Currency, 
and he dropped Lindbergh from Indian Affairs, He put Lenroot 
& one side by assigning him to the inane Committee on Ventila- 
- tio and Acoustics. He mixed rewards with punishment, always 
with an eye to defending his traditional principles from the on- 
_slaughts of discontent. He gaye Fowler's place to the faithful 
_ Vreeland, and Mann, forgiven for his vote against the traiff, he 
named chairman of Interstate and Foreign Commerce. To con- 
- found the advocates of postal savings, he named John Weeks, a 

iable young standpatter from Massachusetts, as chairman of 
_ the Post Office and Post Roads Committee. Cannon tried to grant 
the deserving members what they wanted, He appointed James 
Breck Perkins of New York chairman of Foreign Affairs, the very 
ost which Fassett had requested for him the previous autumn in 
that letter which revealed the confidence of both Fasset and Per- 
Kins that Cannon would rout his enemies and maintain his priv- 
lege of naming the committees, Such faith deserved reward. 
_ The momentum of victory now swept Cannon to heights of 
“power which few Americans ever enjoyed. He became master of 
President and party. Where hitherto he had dictated what could 
not be done, now he determined what would be done. Taft per- 
force bowed to the Speaker's influence when he signed Cannon's 
tariff on August 5, 1909, That was the signal that the Republicans 
had failed the test of honor. The party’s pledges meant what Can- 
hon wished them to. 
_ Taft was “a large good-natured body entirely surrounded by 
people who know exactly what they want,” said Dolliver. Of all 
those knowing people Taft liked Cannon least and heeded him 
the most. Cannon will be the “incubus” of the Congressional 
Election campaign in 1910, the President complained to his wife. 
He loathed Cannon as “vulgar,” but Aldrich charmed him, and to 
Tepudiate Cannon on the tariff would mean repudiating Aldrich. 
_ Cannon never became refined. When he arose to speak at the 
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banquet marking James Cardinal Gibbons’ golden jubilee as 
priest and silver jubilee as cardinal, he tossed the pages of his pre. 

address through the air in a kind of snowfall over the heads 
of the diners and then spoke half an hour ex tempore while he 
shook his left arm and pirouetted on his toes. At the White House 
one evening as a guest at dinner for Prince Chi Tao, brother of 
the regent of China, Cannon embarrassed Taft twice—first, when, 
upon being asked to walk over to the prince, in a distant comer of 
the drawing room, to be introduced, he said in a clear, carrying 
tone, “It goes against my pride for an American free-born citizen 
to cross a room to meet a heathen Chinee,” and second, after din- 
ner, when he sat with one arm about the prince’s shoulder while 
he told amusing anecdotes about American politics and punctu- 
ated the stories with sharp digs of his left thumb into the royal ribs, 
Cannon's presence was “enough to ruin an evening” for Taft, but 
Taft, to put the progressives in their place, entertained Cannon 
with more formality in the evening than Roosevelt had. 

That strange influence of party orthodoxy kept Taft in Can- 
non’s thrall. The President found greater intellectual comfort in 
going along with the crowd, composed of the majority of the party 
office-holders who perfectly sympathized with Cannon and Al- 
drich, than in striking out boldly and alone to defend the proposi- 
tion by which he had attracted enough votes to win the presidency 
—tevision downward. Taft was not a man to seek glory in splendid 
solitude, The party irregulars led by LaFollette he damned as 
“yellow dogs.” Cannon mastered Taft because Cannon's vigor and 
determination enabled him to define party orthodoxy. From time 
to time Uncle Joe was compared to Speaker Tom Reed, who ever 
served as Cannon's model as a parliamentarian. But Reed had 
used his sway over the House to bring about the realization of his 
party's platforms, principles, and pledges as approved by the 
people in the voting booth. Cannon used his authority to impose 
his own peculiar conception of Republican principles upon the 
party. Those principles Taft accepted because he dared not chal- 
lenge Cannon for party leadership. 

Taft was an honest man. He candidly told the public that he 
had put the party above his promise, In the middle of September 
he made a speaking tour that took him to the Pacific Coast. On 
the seventeenth he stopped in Winona, to say a good word for 
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atl whose constituents, living in the midst of the region of 
_ discontent, were questioning his vote for the tariff, The new law 
isthe “best tariff’ which the country ever had, the President said. 
_ But he knew that where tariff laws were concerned, the “best” by 
_ no means necessarily meant “good.” He explained that the prin- 
4 ciple of party fealty had prevented the “best” law from being a 
"better law: 


= believe that the interests of the country, the interests of the party, 
_ required me to sacrifice the accomplishment of certain things in the 
_ revision of the tariff which I had hoped for, in order to maintain party 
- solidarity, which I believe to be much more important than the re- 
_ duction of rates in one or two schedules of the tariff. 


_ The speech electrified Cannon, for it opened his eyes to the pos- 
- sibility of reorganizing the Republican party without the progres- 
-siyes. Let his enemies identify themselyes with the Democrats, 
_and then he need no longer fear assault from party colleagues upon 
his position in the House or upon his principles in the country. In 
a letter which he wrote to Tawney the day after Taft's speech 
_there he gave an inkling to what was on his mind: 

» 


Tread with pleasure Taft's speech at Winona. It seems to me it was 
a yery politic, forceful, square speech, and it ought to have the effect 
_of strengthening the Republican Party all over the country. Of course, 
the Bryan party and the assistants of that organization will denounce 
it, and those who claim to be Republicans but constantly seek to 
betray the party will, it seems to me, be driven to forsake their position 
heretofore taken or to openly join the enemy. 


The need for driving the progressives from the party was grow- 
ing pressing. They refused to accept their defeats on the reorgan- 
ation of the House and on the contents of the tariff bill. To save 

the good name of the party, they were planning in the primaries 
0£ 1910 to sweep the party clean of standpatters who had dishon- 
ored what they considered the promise of Chicago. It grew clear 
to the Speaker that he and his faction of the party faced a new 
‘Struggle for survival. Victory had brought no rest. A few days after 

wrote to Tawney, he talked with McKinley. Those two de- 
fenders of the nineteenth century decided that Taft had provided 




























198 TYRANT FROM ILLINOIS 


them with their best possible weapon against the progressives in 
his Winona speech, and McKinley wrote to Loudenslager, as sec. 
retary of the Republican Congressional Campaign Committee, an 
earnest exhortation to circulate a huge edition of the speech, “] 
want to impress on you,” McKinley said, “that a policy of sitting 
down and waiting until the progressives have licked out all the 
stalwarts in the primary campaigns will not appeal very much to 
us in the central west, . . . If the Congressional Committee sits 
with their hands folded until October 1910, they will certainly 
haye an opportunity in Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin of choosing between the LaFollette and Cummins nom- 
inees or the Democratic nominees.” 

In the safety of his own district Cannon could not consider the 
progressives a menace. “The kicker has his place,” he told his con- 
stituents in Kankakee at the laying of the commerstone for the new 
courthouse there on October 3. “He puts the men who are pulling 
the load on their good behavior. The kickers are like the wife in 
the story told by Lincoln. Her husband was a great big man and 
she a little bit of wife who was a vixen. She would hit him and 
scratch him and pound him and scold him. Somebody said, ‘Jim, 
why do you let that little woman impose on you? Why don’t you 
stop her? You could crush her with your hand,’ ‘Oh,’ said Jim, 
‘never mind, It seems to give her comfort and it don’t hurt me. 

But he knew that he could not treat the western defection 
lightly. After the pleasant day at Kankakee, he visited the prairie 
states west of the Mississippi River to gauge the temper at first hand. 
He heard and read much criticism of himself as the embodiment 
of evil. The harsh words did not chasten him. He was proud of his 
independence. He was loyal to his principles. When he addressed 
the Association of Illinois Mayors at Elgin on October 19, he pulled 
back his coat and cried: 


“Behold, Mr. Cannon, the Beelzebub of Congress. Gaze on this 
noble, manly form—me, Beelzebub, me, the Czar.” 


He then took up the party question: 


Twas over in Iowa last week and found that it is an open secret pee 
that Senator Cummins not only proposes to join hands with Bryan, bu 
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s the agitation will not stop and he will appeal to the peo le 
| the tariff is revised according to his notion. It is well aoe that 


t every member of Congress in Iowa 
| yoted for the bill. In this campaign to be waged by Senator 

ins the issue appears to be whether the seven Senators and twenty 
bers of the House who voted against the tariff bill constitute the 
ublican Party or whether the majority of Republican members of 
gress and the President who signed the bill made up the Republican 





hese people under the leadership of Senator Cummins and Senator 
ollette call themselves Republicans, But if they are, then I am 
ething else. 


(e pursued the progressives into the heart of their domain. In 
November he addressed the Knife and Fork Club in Kansas City, 
en Senators Cummins, LaF‘ ollette, and Bristow and their so- 
called ‘progressive’ following join hands with Mr. Bryan in mak- 
_ ing war upon the members of Congress who passed the tariff bill 
Fiicpon the President who signed it, in that contest I know of 
q f one way to treat them, and that is to fight them just as we 
ht Bryan and his following,” he said. He denied that he had 
anybody out of the party, But he recalled Republicans who 
ead themselves out” by supporting George B. McClellan against 
oo in 1864, Horace Greeley and his Liberal Republicans 
a General Grant in 1872, Grover Cleveland against James G. 
ee in 1884, and William Jennings Bryan against McKinley in 
1896, “Lucifers,” he branded the progressives. He was the Angel 
- Gabriel to whom they must answer. 
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Te Cannon who threatened to throw the progressives “over the 
battlements” of the Republican heaven was a desperate man. The 
signs were multiplying that in his policy toward the tariff he had 
gone at last too far. He was finally in danger of losing that power 
in his person which had enabled him to tyrannize through the 
tules and to take control of President Taft. He drew the power 
from two sources—his unwavering certainty that his policies fur- 
thered the interests of his country, and confidencé that the con- 
servatives who shared his opinions would always outnumber _ 
progressives. Now, however, leading conservatives who had prof- 
ited from Cannon's tyranny in the past were coming to the con- 
clusion that the Speaker was a liability weakening their oe 
which for years he had helped. From the tariff struggle he = 
emerged as the enemy of the very people themselves, in Cone 
to his earlier experiences in czarism, which seemed to pit ne 
marily against President Roosevelt and special groups oe : a 
the public as a whole. Before the autumn of 1909 only a few ‘ 
Uncle Joe's detractors had felt his heels directly on their nec zs 
His manner in bludgeoning the dear tariff hopes of oe se 
Americans who until then had no intention of attaching ae 
selves to LaFollette and Company planted the fear in the ee : 
termined enemies of LaFollette that Cannon was driving ma") 


oe af not to 
mild supporters of conservatism over to the progressives, Be 
200 
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ce ores He was giving conservatism a bad name. For that 
the conservatives began to hound the Speaker by forecast- 


z disaster for political traditionalism if he, the symbol of tradi- 


; , continued in office, They had come to long even more 


paiganly than LaFollette for his abdication or remoyal from the 


ae conservative drum-beat against Cannon began in Harper's 
‘Weekly, edited by George Harvey, immediately after enactment 
of the new tariff bill. Harvey, who loathed Theodore Roosevelt as 
agrand-standing usurper of the rights and privileges which the 
Constitution had bestowed on Congress and the Supreme Court, 
stood for property. In holding off Roosevelt, Cannon had served 
f yey’s interests, but the indignation which the Speaker aroused 
by his effort to help his friend Littauer and by his packing of the 
conference committee blinded Harvey to Cannon’s usefulness, “If 
hes would like to round out his career by conferring a special favor 
_ upon the country,” Harvey wrote in his weekly magazine, “he can 
doso most easily by withdrawing entirely from public life.” The 
‘Wall Street Journal joined in the conservative outcry: “The clock 
as struck for Uncle Joe. He is out of date, not because he is no 
longer young, but because he has ceased to be representative. He 
has stood between the people and too many things that they 
— and ought to have, and the fact that he has stood off some 
things that they ought not to have won't save him.” Up on Lake 
Champlain an old conservative friend was having second thoughts. 
Representative Dave Foster of Vermont heard his constituents 
ding a change in the Speakership, and his enthusiasm for 
‘“annon, which he had expressed in verse two years earlier, dried 
up. “The moderate members [of the House] have consulted to- 
‘Sether as to the means of bringing about this change with the least 
ction and a minimum of peril to the party,” the Burlington Free 
Press, leading paper in Foster's district, reported, Senator Lodge, 
4 philosophical brother of Cannon and a strong supporter of Al- 
drich in guiding the high-protection bill through the Senate, heard 
the murmur against the Speaker and wrote Roosevelt: “It would 
€ impossible in my judgment to elect a House if it was known 
“lat Cannon was again to be the Speaker if the Republicans won.” 
en Cannon’s unwavering friends were saying, “The Old Man 
Blsing his grip.” 


. 


z 
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ntinued to fight, privately and in public, for the 

een . ne way of life he thought best, as though he did 

ae ad or hear the predictions of defeat. His slogan was, “No 
a a ios” He refused to compromise even with the conserva. 
ee including those who still upheld him, when they pressed 
gies that he disliked, any more than he would curry favor from 
the progessives. Tawney entreated him to visit Winona and speak 
up for inland waterway development before the Upper Missis- 
sippi River Improvement Association, so that Tawney’s constit- 
uents would find out that there was something on which they and 
the Speaker agreed. Cannon had always opposed the waterways, 
and he opposed them now, when to pretend that he supported 
them would have done him good. “I am hardly in favor with the 
policy of mortgaging the future for wholesale waterway develop- 
ments,” the Speaker wrote his old friend, who was hard-pressed 
in Minnesota. When the Minnesota Republican Congressmen re- 
turned home after the special session, the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
had given a monster reception to all of them but Tawney, who was 
not invited. 

If he would not cross his principles to save Tawney, he might 
at least have solicited the help of the bankers, most of whom were 
rocks of conseryatism, in overcoming the conservative timid souls 
who wanted to jettison him. Aldrich now favored the establish- 
ment of a central bank, under government supervision, which the 
city bankers themselves wanted. But not Cannon, and he told the 
bankers so straight out when he addressed the convention of the 
American Bankers Association in Chicago in September 1909. He 
announced that he was opposed to radical changes in ae 
currency laws and declared that there would be no possibility ie 
Congress’ revising the Vreeland-Aldrich Act at the eer 
session. In passing, he reminded the three thousand five hun me : 
bankers present that they were but a spoke in the immense whee! 
of the nation, 

“Just exactly how it was possible for Mr. Joseph G. Cannon - ‘i 
to stand before the several thousand bankers of the country ho : 
ing and expounding the arguments which he did is secomnpre 
sible,” the American Banker commented. “That he should dec - 
there would be no action on the part of Congress toward one 
teform was an affront not to the bankers, nor alone to the a¢v 


> 
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ates of so necessary a movement, but to 
of the country. That he should proclaim 
_ method satisfactory for the nation shows 


the first principles of a circulating medium, or interests devoted 
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the whole of the people 
the present bond-secured 
either supreme ignorance 


Fer than the advancement of the legitimate business of the 
ee 


ion.” Few bankers cared thereafter whether bad luck befell 
on. 

aay newspapers and magazines of large circulation managed 
by essentially conservative men continued to follow the anti- 
Cannon line which they had inaugurated in the controversy over 
‘the tariff on pulp and paper and which, for some of them, had 
‘broadened out into a general interest in reform. The pulp and news- 
“print schedules in Cannon’s tariff failed to soothe 
ince of Quebec, the chief Canadian source of pulp for newsprint 
made in the United States, in September 1909 forebade the export 
‘of pulp, Ridder protested vainly to Taft. Already the Saturday 
Evening Post, the American Magazine, Everybody's and Cosmo- 
politan were hammering the Speaker and praising the idea that 
the nation could progress through legislative action. Collier's 
weekly magazine assigned its progressive correspondent in Wash- 
ington, Mark Sullivan, to the task of conducting polls to prove 
that the country did not want Cannon. The Speaker's tariff policy 
killed all possibility of Lawyer Beale’s again browbeating Medill 
McCormick into supporting Cannon with the Chicago Tribune. 
‘The Tribune foresaw a sectional struggle between the states of the 
‘upper Mississippi and Missouri Valleys on the one hand and the 


them, The prov- 


mill owners’ New England and the bankers’ New York on the 


other, New England and New York, it claimed, imposed the tariff 
on Congress and nation, although Cannon asserted that the trans- 
wegneny states had more industry and received greater benefits 
the tariff law than did New England. How reminiscent of 
complaints against New England made by the free trade South 
in another sectional despute! “The tariff can be revised and re- 
vised properly,” the Tribune said, “and this may be accomplished 
in the next Congress by retiring standpatters and electing in their 
tead men of progressive tendencies.” The greatest paper in the 
west belonged to Cannon’s enemies, and so did most of the lesser 


2 charge of corruption against Cannon made by a member of the 
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ified to succeed Cannon as Speaker, Herbert Parsons 
tel the editorial attacks on the Old Man. Parsons on 
October 2 attributed the pro-Cannon votes by Fitzgerald and his 
Tammany colleagues during the rules fight in March to a deal 
made in Albany, New York, between the leaders there of the state 
Republican and Democratic organizations. He said that the Re. 
publicans, in payment for Democratic support of Cannon, agreed 
to prevent enactment by the state legislature of pending bills for 
increasing the penalties in cases of election fraud and for sub- 
jecting the telegraph and telephone companies to the control of 
fhe state government. The New York Post embroidered Parsons’ 
charges with a hint that any deals in Albany affecting Washing- 
ton might have been arranged through Lucius Littauer, who re- 
mained a strong figure among New York Republicans, with an 
eye to his glove tariff. The charges were never proved. “I don't like 
to make a hullabaloo about it,” Cannon said when he heard what 
Parsons had said. “When I first used to go hunting as a boy along 
the Wabash, I saw one kind of animal that I never had ‘seen be- 
fore, and kicked at it. I was weeks in recovering, and since that 
time I have never kicked at that kind of animal in private life or 
politics.” But the progressives and their cheer leaders used Parsons 
as anew club for lambasting Cannon. William Allen White, the ed- 
itor from Emporia, Kansas, announced that he believed the accu- 
sation, “The people are tired of Cannon,” he said. “They are going 
to retire him from public life. Before the end of the Taft Adminis- 
tration the progressive element of the Republican Party will be in 
control.” ‘atten 
The progressives gave promise of bearing out White's pre ‘ 
tions and the conservatives’ fears by fattening on Cannon's de 
nunciations of them. In August and September the peer 
had been blaming Aldrich about as much as they blamed - 
Speaker for the repudiation of the tariff promise. But nee 
stood out alone as the supreme enemy of the discontented, wv ; : 
out peer, as soon as he undertook to excommunicate the few “i 
publicans who voted nay on the tariff. In the speeches at ee 5 
Kansas City, supplemented by others in the same bold vei he 
Des Moines and Oak Park, Illinois, Cannon confirmed for is 
Americans the reports that he was a despot by nature. He meee 
to be flaunting his villainy. It was arrogant in Cannon to s¢ 


» 
, DECLINE AND FALL 205 


self up as the censor of the party, not so much because he lacked 
formal title to the position but because it violated American 
custom. In the United States every man was free to join and speak 
yp for whatever party he wanted. The two great parties were 
great because they had room in them for all sorts of men who 
disagreed on principles, The problem of the American political 
leader was then and is now not to eject his unsympathetic party 
colleagues but to tie together all the quarreling cats and dogs 
and drakes and foxes who wear the same party costume. If the 
political leader cannot tie them together by dominating them all, 
he has to try to do it by compromises with them all, 
~ Cannon had squandered so much of the good feeling which Con- 
ress and the country lavished on him at his seventicth birthday 
party that he could not possibly dominate all the factions in the 
party, and his crusade for Republican fundamentalism made it 
unthinkable that he would attempt to compromise with the anti- 
fundamentalists. So the shout of “Lucifers!” sounded like the 
defiant cry of a cornered man, and the leaders of the progressives 
welcomed the speeches as signs of Cannon’s decline. LaFollette 
wrote in his Weekly that the Speaker’s remarks were the “snarlings 
of a grim old wolf who hears the beaters in the woods and scents 
them closing in.” Charges that they were disloyal to the party 
invigorated the westerners instead of unnerving them, because 
they aimed by their rebellion to liberate party members from the 
custom of denying their dictates of conscience in order to follow 
aparty leader. “Western Republicans . . . are not as deeply con- 
cemed as President Taft declares himself to be about party 
solidarity,” the St. Paul Pioneer Press said. “One of the funda- 
mental principles of insurgentism . . . is that each Representa- 
tive is responsible to his constituents for his actions in Congress 
and not to any party organization,” said Representative Gronna 
of North Dakota. Instead of frightening the progressives into seek- 
ing peace with the standpatters, Cannon only pricked them into 
lunting their independence. Cummins, addressing the Marquette 
in Chicago on November 6, 1909, gave the Lucifers’ reply to 
on: 


‘Let it be understood once and for all that we accept the challenge 
andare ready for the fight. Our struggle will not be to exclude anybody 
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ublican Party, but upon the principle involved we ay 
Pewee shall ate: The day has come for an inquiry = 
the qualifications of a Republican. I am willing to accept an arbiter, 
but it will not be Aldrich, it will not be Payne, it will not be Cannon, 
The Republicans in sympathy with the course pursued by the in. 
surgents intend to take away from these men some of the power which 
they now exercise, and intend to reduce their influence to that point 
at which they will feel it necessary to consult rather than to command, 


The Iowan stated his text at the Marquette Club in the form of 
a question: “Are Aldrich and Payne with their associates . . . 
the Republican Party, or are the insurgents the Republican Party?” 
He then defined the progressives’ attitude toward both party and 
the tariff: “I am astounded to hear so modest a man as the Speaker 
of the House claim that the leaders who constructed the tariff 
bill and the majority who passed it constitute the Republican 
Party. . . . Lam sure that this is the first time they have become 
so intoxicated with their power as to imagine that they constitute 
the Republican Party. If Mr. Cannon and his allies shall be suc- 
cessful in putting every man out of the Republican Party who 
would not have voted for the tariff bill had he been a member of 
Congress, he will have eliminated a majority of the Republicans 
in every northern state from Ohio to the Rocky Mountains. The 
mere fact that the duties of the Dingley Law had become ex- 
cessive would not haye been a sufficient reason for a revision of 
the tariff, unless there had been coupled with it another vital 
fact, namely, that in many of the most important fields of industry, 
domestic production had been wholly suppressed or substantially 
impaired, so that the prices were fixed not by the ordinary forces 
of trade, but by the arbitrary will of one producer or a combina 
tion of producers. To say that the tariff bill just adopted is not 
fulfillment of the Republican platform is only the truth. . . . The 
Republicans who insist that import duties shall not furnish 
monopolies and combinations an opportunity to exact unfair 
prices are the best and truest friends that the policy of protection 
has among the people of the United States. In my judgment, when 
competition goes, our form of government will go with it. The Ea 
tection which rivalry in business gives to the people is the on 
barrier that socialism cannot cross.” ‘ 

The voice and the words were Cummins’, but the intrepid con- 
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fidence of the progressives in taking advantage of Cannon's at- 
t on them represented a triumph above all for LaFollette. 
e organization of the discontent into a coherent political move- 
ent was his work. Years before Cummins left Iowa for Wash- 
‘ , LaFollette was standing bravely alone in the federal 
Be ate as the national symbol of New Idea Republicanism, Then 
his fellow Senators seldom voted with him, and few of them re- 
-spected him. Again and again he interrupted his speeches at the 
Gapitol to glower at the contemptuous conservatives who 
hispered and laughed while he spoke. But he was patient, and 
now he had six allies in the Senate and perhaps thirty in the House. 
By his Chautauqua lectures and campaigning through all the 
Wes, LaFollette encouraged the bashful yearners for reform to 
come forth boldly and state their cause. Without him the country 
ld indeed have been riven with discontent, but the discon- 
nt might never have found a focus if he had followed all his 
life the moderate course which marked his early career. By plant- 
‘ing a sense of unity of interest in the West from Lake Michigan 
‘to the Black Hills (and even to the Cascades) and from Lake 
Superior to southern Kansas, he made possible the insurgent al- 
ce in the House and the Senate. He not only exhorted the 
- Western voters to send independent Republicans to Congress, but 
from his Senate rooms he guided those western independents in 
eir rebellion in the House against Cannon. 
iit the rebels so far had failed to remove or curb the Speaker, 
LaFollette methodically continued to win new supporters in the 
West for the ideas which the Speaker opposed and from which 
the rebellion drew its strength. The summer's tariff defeat at the 
hands of Aldrich, Payne, and Cannon only sharpened his hunger 
tor victory. He was as unyielding and indomitable as Cannon him- 
self, This man of iron never gave way to the Speaker's push like 
Roosevelt. He was the evangelist of discontent. After the Senate 
adjoumed in August, he went about the country preaching the 
Aniquity of Cannon’s tariff and calling upon Republicans to vote 
the conservatives out of office. He was a stern-faced and tight- 
“pped and coldly righteous character, but his oratory was warm 
and beautiful, and it drove home. His visit to Spokane in the 
autumn of 1909 to speak in the Hall of Doges and the First Metho- 
dist Church at the invitation of Representative Poindexter was 


a 


? 
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the signal for the editors of small dailies in eastern Washington 
to establish the Progressive Republican League in formal defiance 
of the traditional Republican tendencies. “This is a great na. 
tional movement that is rapidly crystallizing, and this organiza. 
tion is only an evidence of the way the movement is taking shape.” 
Rufus Woods, editor of the Wenatchee World and president of the 
League, said. 

Cannon made possible the crystallization. Ideologically La. 
Follette never had many true-hearted followers, Even in Wis- 
consin it was always touch and go. But he brilliantly exploited 
the disgust with the Speaker. The growth of LaFollette’s follow- 
ing proved the soundness of Dave Foster and other conservatives 
in fearing that Cannon was driving Americans to progressivism. 
The gradual transformation of the public conception of the 
Speaker from a likable frontiersman who symbolized the great 
American tradition to a harsh despot who stood for evil brought 
together a host of Americans who became anti-conservatives, 
and at least temporarily progressives, because they were anti- 
Cannonites, Such are the positive uses of villainy. The newspaper 
publishers and magazine editors were more responsible than La- 
Follette for the revulsion against the Speaker. But LaFollette's 
progressivism gave the antis an affirmative interest when they did 
not know where to tum as they recoiled from the standard-bearer 
of tradition, and this sense of affirmation made them a force to be 
reckoned with, Thus LaFollette and Cannon together pointed the 
way to America’s future. 


The Jong pursuit of Cannon by LaFollette and others seemed 
to be nearing its end when the second session of the Sixty-first 
Congress convened in December. Only custom stood between the 
insurgents and their quarry. It was the custom not to remove the 
Speaker or to change the rules once the House was organized for 
the two-year term. Yet observance of that custom in 1909 would 
leave things as they were until March 1911, or perhaps December 
1911, when the next Congress would meet for the first time, an‘ 
the popular reaction to the tariff and the rapid decline of Cannons 
personal power made some leaders of the insurgents impatient to 
close out the whole business. The St. Paul Pioneer Press early ay 
November had given the needle to progressives immobilized by 
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stom. “Very likely a great many of the members, if not nearly 
try to tell us that Cannon cannot be ousted now, but must 
the term for which he has been elected, but that will de- 
d upon how many want to get rid of him,” the paper said. “We 
not believe there is anything impossible about it. If there is, so 
the worse for the important majority when the voting time 
Murdock of Kansas, the “chief insurgent” in the House, 
with the Pioneer Press. “If the Constitution of the United 
ates had said that Congress should consist of the Senate and the 
Speaker, it would never have been ratified,” said Murdock, He 
umed to Washington from Wichita after Thanksgiving with a 
ition calling on Uncle Joe to resign the Speakership. If he 
could get the signatures of a majority of the members of the House 
his petition, he was sure that Cannon would quit the chair for 
ood. But the custom slowed down the collection of names, And 
some men who had long served under the Speaker still feared him, 
while others who hated the tyranny loved the tyrant for his stout 
‘The insurgents themselves disagreed, moreover, about the best 
é for achieving their aims. Murdock insisted that they could 
-getrid of Cannonism and remove the barricade to progressive leg- 
-islation only by getting rid of Cannon. He wanted a new Speaker 
‘order to liberate the members of the House from their “piti- 
“abl e” condition as “advisers and petitioners” to Cannon. LaFollette 
agreed with him. 
_ Norris of Nebraska, on the other hand, argued that it would 
be enough to amend the rules to remove the Speaker's control 
Fas the Rules Committee and to deprive him of the privilege 
of appointing the membership of all committees. Gussie Gardner 
hemmed and hawed in doubt about the wisdom of doing anything 
at all about Cannonism in 1909 or 1910. He was caught by the 
dilemma of the non-progressive insurgent. His bitter memories of 
immigration bill and his concer for the survival of real rep- 
-Tesentative processes disposed him to fight for Cannon’s removal. 
But his disapproval of the radical ideas that were popular in the 
Mest disposed him to flee from the progressives. He especially 
eared the notion, supported by LaFollette, of the initiative and 
‘Teferendum, because it might “destroy representative govern- 
Ment,” He wanted at the most to hold the door open for the Speaker 
> 
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to withdraw quietly under his own steam, to save the party from 
the dangerous fight that would be necessary to drive the Old Man 
from his chair. “I told Norris . . . that he could depend on me to 
support him in matters of the rules at any time he notified me,” 
Gardner wrote his friend E. E. Gaylord, “although . . . I person. 
ally would prefer a truce for the present.” 

By December the insurgents abandoned what shreds were left 
of their illusion that Taft, whom in midsummer they had still con- 
sidered a good-hearted progressive, had not succumbed to Can- 
nonism. The Speaker and the President in the autumn had tray- 
eled down the Mississippi River together in a show of genial 
camaraderie, and both had made speeches that discouraged the 
waterway people. Taft often puzzled Cannon at the tag end of his 
presidential term, when Taft became less and less of a regular 
party man, Taft appointed Edward D. White, a Democrat from 
Louisiana as Chief Justice, and Cannon remarked: “If Taft were 
Pope, he would name some Protestants to the College of Cardi- 
nals.” But he spoke well of Taft in 1909 and 1910. “Here’s a toast 
to Taft,” he wrote to J. Van Vechten Olcott of New York. “May 
he continue to disappoint both extremes, and, in patience and 
soberness, work out the policies of the great majority of the people 
who placed the responsibility on him, heeding neither the de- 
mands of those who want to blow up the engine, nor the fears of 
those who would have the fires under the boiler put out. And 1 
have confidence in his ability to do it.” 

When the House reformers sought an audience with the Pres- 
ident to discuss the Speakership, he rebuked them. Lenroot, Nor- 
tis, and Clarence Miller of Minnesota complained that the Pres- 
ident was withholding patronage from them, although Murdock 
had no such trouble. Jim Sherman continued to pay through Taft 
his debt to Cannon for the vice presidential nomination. Taft was 
making a personal companion of Sherman, who remained a stand- 
patter. 

The progressives as a result did not give the President credit 
for being serious when at the opening of the new Congressions! 
session he recommended a legislative program that Cannon oa 
not swallow—government regulation of corporations, physical var 
uation of the railroads, postal savings, conservation, and Spas 
tion of the issuance of injunctions in labor cases. He still wante 
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" apermanent tariff commission. What was not “socialism” for Can- 
“non in that list was “populism,” and the committees as Cannon 
had organized them would never approve the proposition while 
Cannon had his power. But Taft would not repudiate Cannon, 


President was caught in a strong web. Because he had told 
‘Theodore Roosevelt that he would do both, he simult; 
cated reform and placated the reat enemy of ref 
Cannon. 


aneously ad- 
orm, Speaker 


_ Discouraged by Taft, the insurgents decided to go it alone. As 
_ Jong as no opportunity to oust the Speaker presented itself, no dis- 
“agreement between Murdock and Norris shook their united front. 
ae tules still prevented them from initiating action in the House, 
_but they waited for a chance to trip the Speaker if he should try 
to take the initiative in any matter, They wanted to prove their 
rength, 
_ The chance came on January 7, 1910, when the House author- 
ized an investigation of the Department of the Interior and the 
Forest Service. It was the perfect issue on which Cannon and the 
insurgents could divide, for at stake was the question of conser- 
tion, on which the non-progressive and progressive insurgents 
stood together. Cannon was as thoroughly opposed to the estab- 
oo of federal land and forest reserves in 1910 as he had been 
n 1908. Since the time he denied Roosevelt's requests for author- 
_ ity to establish the Appalachian and White Mountain national 
- forests under federal aegis, Cannon had had Tawney put another 
ctimp in the conservation movement by forbidding any govern- 
ment bureau, office, division, or department to lend its employes 
to the Conservation Commission—which the governors’ con- 
ference on conservation at the White House in May 1908 had 
founded. He thus prevented the commission from functioning, 
Roosevelt in January 1909 had got around Cannon’s antipathy 
for conservation laws by letting James R. Garfield, his Secretary 
Of the Interior, remove about one million five hundred thousand 
acres from the roster of public Jands available for private pur- 
chase, This western acreage embraced many water sites in which 
- electric Power companies were interested. Richard Ballinger of 
Seattle, whom Taft in March 1909 appointed to be Garfield’s suc- 
C€ssor, restored the acres to the lists of land subject to private pur- 
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chase, and thereby precipitated a row with Gifford Pinchot, the 
Forester. Ballinger said that there was no law to sanction Gay. 
field's action, but the outcry of the conservationists prompted him 
to reverse himself, Ballinger and Pinchot buffeted one another 
again in August, when they spoke on successive days at the Na- 
tional Irrigation Congress in Spokane. Pinchot ardently recom. 
mended that the western lands be kept out of the possession of 
great capitalistic proprietors. “There could be no better illustra- 
tion of the eager, rapid, unwearied absorption by capital of the 
rights which belong to all the people than the water power trust, 
not yet formed but in rapid process of formation,” said Pinchot. 
The control of water power meant the control of irrigation as well 
as control of sources of electricity. On the other hand, said Bal- 
linger: “It is not the policy of the national government to hinder 
or interfere with the investment of private capital in the construc- 
tion of irrigation works, but rather to lend it encouragement.” The 
two men completely disagreed, but Ballinger’s statement struck 
a sweet chord for Cannon. Momnon settlers had once called Joe 
“Slasher Cannon” because he refused to approve a federal grant 
for irrigation in Utah, 

The differences between Pinchot and Ballinger grew critical 
when Louis R. Glavis, special agent in the Land Office in Seattle, 
accused Ballinger of issuing with unseemly haste patents on coal 
lands in Alaska the owners of which had employed Ballinger as 
counsel. Ballinger denied that he had been dishonest, and Pinchot 
backed Glavis, Taft in September exonerated Ballinger. Pinchot 
in December wrote Senator Dolliver a letter in defense of Glavis. 
When Dolliver read the letter on the Senate floor, Taft fired Pin- 
chot as Forester. This row in the Taft official family prompted the 
introduction in the House of a resolution calling for an investiga- 
tion by the House and Senate of both Ballinger’s Interior Depart- 
ment and Pinchot’s Forest Service, and the House approved it. 

The insurgents stood by Pinchot. They expected that Cannon, 
given a free hand, would assist Ballinger. Pinchot, “the million- 
aire with a mission,” whose interest in protecting the out-of-doors 
grew from his passion for fishing in streams and ponds in the 
woods and from his father’s admiring comments on the forestation 
of northern France by Louis XIV, spoke the progressive language. 
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q gid construction of the law works, and must work, in the vast 
fests of cases, for the men who can hire the best lawyers and 
who have the sources of influence in lawmaking at their command,” 
he said in comment on Ballinger’s reluctance to act without stat- 
in ory authority. “Strict construction necessarily favors the great 
terests as against the people, and in the long run cannot do 
7 alae Wise execution of the law must consider what the law 
ought to accomplish for the general good.” 
4 Cannon and the insurgents collided in the Pinchot case over the 
selection of the members of the committee of the investigation. By 
“custom Cannon would appoint the House members, But the insur- 


- gents feared that he would name men predisposed to exonerate 


Ballinger and damn Pinchot. To thwart such a possibility, Norris 
‘offered an amendment to the resolution for investigation that 
would direct the House to elect, and not the Speaker to select, the 
‘committee. Cannon was absent when Norris rose, and Walter I. 
"Smith of Iowa, Sherman's successor on the Rules Committee, a 
pleasant but not alert standpatter, recognized him without sens- 
ing danger. More than thirty of Cannon's reliable Republicans 

ere absent. Norris and twenty-five other insurgents joined the 
Bisscrat present in voting for the amendment, which carried 
‘with three votes to spare. Thus the Speaker suffered his first notable 
defeat, (but the committee of Senators and Representatives ex- 
onerated Ballinger of misconduct). 

’ 


‘Spirited by that success, Norris prepared himself to meet the 
greater opportunity, which he hoped would arise some day, for a 
direct onslaught against the Speaker's powers. Norris had suffered 
much ill-treatment at Cannon's hand, When he asked the Speaker 
for membership on the Judiciary Committee, the Speaker told him 
to “get a reputation.” Cannon cut him dead whenever they met, 
even when they rode together in one of the Capitol’s tiny elevators. 
Tn 1908 the Republican Congressional Campaign Committee de- 
cli ed to help him in his campaign for re-election. Nevertheless, 
he held to his position that the quarrel over the Speakership was 
quarrel about rules and not about Cannon as a person. For two 
Years he had carried in the pocket of whatever suit he was wear- 


ing a resolution to amend the rules. It read: 
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i i bers, nine of 
ttee on Rules shall consist of fifteen members, 6 
Se calle Seabers of the majority party and six of whom shall 


inority , to be selected as follows: 
a art 6 Rice abe divided by a committee of three, 


jose, into nine groups, each grow 

elected by ns a ay be to equal ae of Cetbee ie 
aeraie te ibe jocly, party. The states of the Union shall likewise be 
aie into six groups, each group containing, as mean as may be, an 
equal number of members belonging to the minority party [with one 
Riles Committee member to be chosen from each group]... . 

The Committee on Rules shall elect its own chairman. ’ 

The Speaker shall not be eligible to membership on said patties 

All rules or parts thereof inconsistent with the foregoing resolution 


are hereby repealed. 


onward Norris made it a point to attend every 

faves sie Mouse in wait for the moment when he could oe 
sent his resolution. The weeks went by, and no chance ee: a 
non managed the House as firmly as ever, and he repente ee : 
ing. On March 15 he wrote a letter to George Cc. Rankin, presi = 

of the Illinois Republican Editorial Association, praising the tari 
More following day Norris thought for a moment that at = 
his chance had come. It was Wednesday, the day which, by Rule 
XXIV, was reserved for consideration of legislation-on oa 
calendars, Judge Edgar Crumpacker of Indiana, the oe 
chairman of the Census Committee, seemed to violate the ru e by 
asking consideration of a resolution permitting the eo 
in the census of foreign-born Americans by their mother tongu : 
as well as by country of origin. It would enable a Eas 
to identify himself to the census-taker as a Pole and not asa nN 
sian, and the Irish-American could call himself Irish instea g 
British, The merit of the bill, however, did not interest the ane 
Its presentation on Wednesday jeopardized the one a a 
members had of dragging bills forth from their tombs in t me “a 
mittees, and they wanted no other business to come pees 3 
With Norris listening, Cannon said that it was proper ee ae 
packer to present his resolution, because Jit involved al ig a 
question than the rules—the Constitution.” The (CS ae 
rected the federal government to enumerate the inhabitants, an® 
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said Cannon, “the fixed law of the land— 


_ course overrides any rule that the House mi 
cedure although it is true that the Co 

_ House to make rules for the conduct of i 
recedents for his ruling, 
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the Constitution—of 
ight make for its pro- 
nstitution empowers the 


ts business.” Cannon had 
but the House rejected them and refused 
112 to 163 to consider Crumpacker’s resolution on Calendar 


Wednesday. When the vote was completed, Norris put a question 
_ to Representative Marlin E. Olmsted of Pennsylvania, a stand- 
_ patter to whom Cannon had given Hal Cooper's old place as chair- 
man of Insular Affairs, 

“J want to ask the gentleman on the constitutional proposition, 
if his theory is right, would it not follow that this would be in 


order even though there was no report of a committee on the reso- 
lution?” Norris asked. 


Blithe Olmsted, sensing no trap, replied: 

_ “It has been so held in election cases as to the ri 
ber. It was so ruled by Speaker Reed.” 

_ “Any member could come in with a bill,” Norris continued, “that 
had not even been printed and take up the time of the House on 
_ the ground that it was an amendment to the census?” 

Growing wary, Olmsted replied that the member would have 
to bring the matter up in a regular way, and that the resolution 
should have the approval of a committee. 

_ The next day was the Feast of St. Patrick. When the clerk called 

the roll, more than one hundred members were absent. They had 

left for home to enjoy the long week end; many of them, indeed, 
had been gone all week. Most of the absentees were Republicans, 
and Cannon, Tawney, Dalzell, Payne, Mann, Olmsted, and Wal- 
ter Smith had been discussing the invocation of an old rule to fine 
absentees. The Democrats and insurgents had been able to send 

the legislative appropriation bill back to the committee for im- 
provements because too few regular Republicans had been pres- 
ent to defeat the action. 

The stand-pat leaders were still turning this problem over in 
their minds when the bells rang at noon for the convening of the 
y's session. Crumpacker opened the proceedings of Thursday 
by presenting the census bill that the House had refused to con- 
sider on Wednesday. Again Cannon stated that the bill was priv- 
leged, “notwithstanding the rules of the House,” because it would 


ight of a mem- 
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out a requirement of the Constitution. The Speaker's Tulin 
decreed that measures privileged under the Constitution could be 
called up at any time. The House upheld the Speaker, 201 to 79, 

Norris voted against the ruling. Then, while the clerk continued 
through the alphabet in the call of the roll, he wrote out on the 
ack and front of an old envelope the resolution which he had 
nursed for two years. At last his day was here. When the Speaker 
announced that the Crumpacker resolution was adopted, Norris 
jumped to his feet and wayed his envelope in the air. . 

“Mr, Speaker,” he said, “J present a resolution made privileged 

tution.” 
eat not recognize the voice of doom when he heard it. 
“Tf it is a resolution made privileged by the Constitution,” he 
“the gentleman will present it.” 
ea read the fateful words that foretold, if the House ap- 
proved them, the end of the strangest tyranny in American history 
—tyranny conducted by due process. ; 

Cannon looked as calm as though he had heard a motion to ad- 
journ on a dull day, The members present sat in absolute quiet, 
stunned, except Dalzell, the keeper of the rules. . 

“I make the point of order that it is not in order,” said Dalzell. 
“It is not privileged.” ‘ 

“We have just decided by a vote of the House a census bill com- 
ing under the Constitution,” Norzis said. “It is a privileged ques- 
tion, and it is entitled to consideration, notwithstanding that it 
conflicts with the rules of the House. 

“Now Article I, Section 5, Paragraph 2 of the Constitution reads 
as follows: ’ 

“Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings. 

“Isubmit, Mr. Speaker, if the action of the House makes a census 
bill privileged because of the Constitution, then any proposal to 
amend the rules must be privileged by virtue of the same instru- 
ment.” 

The situation had become clear to all by the time Norris con- 
cluded. Those present stood at Armageddon. The war against 
Cannonism, long suppressed first by the popularity and then by 

the skill of the Speaker, was in progress, and Oscar Underwood 
of Alabama, the Democratic floor leader, cried out for blood. 

“The time has come, gentlemen,” he said, “if you propose to 
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amend these rules, to vote to make a Proposition to amend them in 
: « - donot believe in allowing a set of rules to bind my 
ids when that set of rules is no longer of benefit to my constit- 

cy and the American people.” 
The debate on the nominally great question of constitutionality 
lifeless. Everybody knew that the 
Id have no effect on the decision. 


N outcome. Cannon certainly would 
phold Dalzell, Norris would appeal to the members to overturn 


ruling, and whether Cannon or Norris emerged the victor 

ould depend on who outnumbered whom at the moment the 

tion was put to the vote—the regulars or the combination of 

gents and Democrats. So instead of heeding the remarks is- 

g from their colleagues, the members speculated whether Can- 

would be able to lure back to Washington enough holiday- 
‘minded regulars to sustain him in this dark hour, 


: 
“ym Republican supporters of Norris continually marveled at 
__ their own daring and devoted large portions of their speeches to 
_ bucking up one another. “We have no cause to fear,” said John 
andt Nelson. “The people are with us. The House machine is 
_ not the Republican party.” By then the sun was setting, and when 
_ Nelson had spoken, Cannon tumed the chair over to Dalzell. The 
old Speaker hitched down the lobby to his rooms to assess his sit- 
ese. With Asher Hinds he consulted the precedents. Faithful 
Tawney was with him, and Payne. But had other old-timers who 
had helped him when he was powerful abandoned him now that 
i he was weak? Where was Bill McKinley? Among the absent was 
sky Diekema, who once had fled from a committee room for 
_Cannon’s sake to kill a quorum. What of Henry Sherman Boutell, 
_ who had placed Cannon’s name before the convention in 1908 for 
- the presidency? Where was he now? 
__ Aside from immediate surrender, the Speaker had only one 
Course to follow. He must conduct a filibuster in order to postpone 
decision until he had got the stalwarts back in the capital. He had 
le privilege of postponing the ruling until he felt like making it. 
e cannot ask the Speaker to pass on it till he is ready,” said 
Orris. 
s So the struggle over the Norris resolution became a contest be- 


r 
4 
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tween the stubbornness of the Speaker and the physical fitness of 
his followers. The Democrats and insurgents tried to exhaust the 
standpatters by keeping the House in continuous session while 
the Speaker waited for his reinforcements to arrive from the States, 

At dinnertime Tawney made a motion to recess until eleven 
o'clock the following moming. He was defeated, 147 to 142. At 10 
po. the filibuster was eight hours old. Dalzell, ever prim, sat in 
the chair as straight and neat as a nun in her school room. Champ 
Clark twitted him: 


“Mr. Speaker, it seems to me, with all due deference to the chair, that 
the chair must have information by this time of night to rule on this 
question. If the chair has not received enough parliamentary informa- 
tion to rule on this question, he has picked up a great deal of valuable 
information on other subjects.” 


The House chamber took on the appearance of a luxurious flop 
house, Snoring members slumped in their seats. A few Democrats 
and insurgents who kept their eyes open ate sandwiches. The sten- 
ographic reporters relieved one another in endless relay to take 
down the mumbled irrelevant observations of a succession of 
sleepy debaters. 

At 1:30 a.m. Tawney moved that the House recess until 11:55. 
Again he was beaten, 141 to 134. With that roll call finished, Re- 
publicans began quietly to drift through the doors. Ten minutes 
later twenty-five of them had departed. Tawney made the point 
that the House lacked a quorum. 

Dalzell counted one hundred and fifty-four members present, 
which meant less than a quorum. But Underwood foiled Tawney’s 
hopes that the absence of a quorum would force a recess and en- 
able all to sleep. The Democrats intended to stretch the stand- 
patters to the breaking point. Underwood moved that the sergeant- 
at-arms be instructed to arrest the absentees and bring them to 
the bar of the House, and the House approved the motion. 

In his rooms across the corridor from the chamber Cannon re- 
clined on his red couch to sleep and strengthen himself for the con- 
test ahead. But it was a restless night, interrupted by conferences 
with his courtiers. They grew timid and began to feel that the 
cause was hopeless. Olmsted and Smith, the newcomers in the 
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court circle, suggested compromise. Cannon might save hi 
membership on the Rules Committee if he a agree a ee 
9 an enlargement of the committee. The Speaker’s God-damns 
d the air, and talk of compromise ceased, 
Tawney, Payne, Mann, and Dalzell alone stood by him in abso- 
ite sympathy. Having alienated Cannon's enemies in the House, 
esident Taft refused to help the Speaker thwart those enemies, 
Taft was in Erie, Pennsylvania, when he received the news of the 
struggle in the House. 
_ “Eyen if they don’t beat him this time,” he said to Archie Butt, 
his military aide, “it indicates one thing: That the Old Man has 
7 - got to go and that he can never be elected to the Speakership 
again, if indeed he can retain his seat in Congress. . . . 
e “But it is fine to see how he is fighting, That is the quality I ad- 
mire most in Uncle Joe. He does put up a good fight.” 
__ The insurgents and Democrats wasted the night in carping at 
_ the standpatters and in upbraiding Casson, the sergeant-at-arms, 
__ because his deputies failed to bring in the missing with satisfac- 
__ tory speed. They could have served their own interests better dur- 
_ ing that ghostly time by discussing their next step if they should 
__ carry the Norris resolution. 
__ The problem tured on the person of Cannon. Did they want 
to continue as Speaker or not? Norris held to his purpose of 
_ Opposing the Speaker only on the highest and most impersonal 
_ plane. Murdock, however, saw clearly that the anti-Cannon voters 
would blame progressive as well as standpat Republicans if Can- 
_ on remained in the chair, Haugen of Iowa feared that the oust- 
_ ing of Cannon would harm the progressives by creating sympathy 
for the Speaker, as Cannon’s constituents had rallied around him 
in 1908 when they concluded that the drys were treating him un- 
justly. The incensed Democrat, Burleson, who had been fuming 
inwardly for two years at the unfairness of the Speaker, longed 
_ for the chance to unseat him. Democrat Clark wisely understood 
_ that his party needed Cannon in the chair, where he would con- 
_ tinue to represent Republicanism and overshadow those men 
among his party colleagues who, by the progressive standards of 
Si time, deserved national support. “es 
“He is our most valuable asset in the impending campaign, said 
Clark of Cannon. But Clark did not pass that sound opinion on to 
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his party colleagues. He did not try to ascertain whether Murdock 
or Burleson intended to move for the dismissal of Cannon from 
the chair. They did not select a candidate for the Speakership to 
succeed Cannon. They all merely sat out the night in wait for Can- 
non’s reappearance from his rooms. 

The Speaker retumed to the chair at 7 a.m. His grey hair was 
rumpled. In place of a collar and tie he wore two collars, one over 
the other. His shirt hung open. He had spent a few hours napping, 
but most of the night he had been telephoning and telegraphing 
the absent courtiers. 

The tempers in the House were growing short. The little band 
of valiants who had stayed through the night were hungry and 
dirty. Casson’s efforts to drag a quorum from bed had failed, and 
Underwood in irritation complained that the sergeant-at-arms was 
“thwarting the will of the House.” He threatened to discipline the 
sergeant by a point of order if things did not improve. 

“The gentleman does not seem to know a point of order from a 
hole in the ground,” said Payne. 

The standpat Republicans were tired and cross but not exhausted 
by the vigil, and at 10 a.m. the Democrats gave up the effort to 
break them physically, They agreed to recess until 4 p.m. 

The ensuing six hours tried Cannon’s spirit. Only a few friends 
tallied to him, McKinley and Boutell and eighteen other Republi- 
cans gaye up their holiday at his request, but they were not enough. 
When it became plain in midafternoon that he could not get the 
votes, Cannon faced the fact and, upon the reconvening of the 
House at 4 P.m., announced: 

“The Chair is prepared to rule upon the question of order made 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Dalzell] upon the motion 
made by the gentleman from Nebraska [Norris].” 

Tawney moved, and the House agreed, to recess until the fol- 
lowing morning. The action suited the insurgents and Democrats 
because they were confident that men whom Cannon had been 
unable to reach that afternoon he would not reach by morning. 
They all needed sleep to fit them for the final test of strength that 
would follow the Speaker’s disclosure of his ruling. 

Cannon spent the night again in his rooms at the Capitol. He 
Thust remain near the scene of battle. But Neal, his servant, brought 
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_ him clothes from his house, and his hair w. i 
beard brushed, his coat clean and ae ae 
iis chair the following morning. His voice was steady as he spoki ‘ 
it he spoke without those strange yet familiar contortions ae ee 
jody with which he punctuated most of his public addresses. He 
= am a when he was nervously determined to prove that 
“To give all subjects [mentioned in the Constitution] constitu- 
4 tional privilege would be to establish chaos in the ae ae 
_ The identical question had arisen on December 13, 1878 
Speaker Randall had decided then that a proposition a cs 
les was not a case of constitutional privilege. (Randall was a 
igh-tariff Democrat from Pennsylvania who treated young Con- 
sman Cannon considerately, Cannon the red-beard was a free- 
ding farmer’s man when he entered the House, but Randall 
won him to protection. ) 
¥ “Planting himself on the law made for the House by Mr, Speaker 
__ Randall, appealing from the passions of this day to the just reasons 
of that day, the chair sustains the point of order and holds that 
P e resolution is not in order.” 
Pd Norris and two standpatters leaped to their feet. “I appeal from 
the decisiun,” called Norris. At the same instant Dalzell moved 
hat the Norris resolution be laid on the table (the equivalent of 
_ final burial). Above the voices of thie two rang the words of an- 
other Cannonite, Joseph H. Gaines of West Virginia, calling for 
adjournment. The House roared down Gaines’ motion, and it de- 
feated Dalzell 182 to 164. 
__ At last Norris and Cannon, the two champions, faced one an- 
_ other for the show-down. The history of four years hung heavy 
Over every man in the chamber. The good humor and the cour- 
‘age of the Speaker still shone, But nothing could obliterate the 
__ bitter memories of Littauer and his gloves. the packed conference 
‘committee on the tariff, the dishonorable upward revision, the 
_ effrontery at Elgin, the repulse of modern ideas by the resolutions 
_ committee at Chicago, the rebuffs to the conservationists, the re- 
_ Pression of temperance legislation, and the stony blocking of 
_ Gompers. What progressive could forget the galling humiliation 
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visited repeatedly on their supporters? The House was not merely 
voting on the rules. It was about to pass judgment on an epoch, 

The judgment it passed was that Cannon's opinions were out. 
worn and that Cannon had forced his opinions on the country by 
repugnant methods. On the question whether the House would 
accept the decision of the chair respecting Norris’ resolution, the 
members voted “nay” by 182 to 163. Norris thereupon removed 
from his resolution its clumsy device for the appointment of the 
members of the Rules Committee and amended it to provide 
simply for a Rules Committee of ten members, elected by the 
House, the Speaker not to be a member. The resolution passed. 
No Fitzgerald on the Democratic side helped Cannon now. Forty- 
two Republicans (including Gussie Gardner) joined one hundred 
and forty-nine Democrats in upholding Norris. Speakers had been 
chairmen of the Rules Committee since 1858. The tradition was 
ended, Cannon, the most powerful of all the Speakers, now had 
less formal power than any predecessor in forty years. 

He retained enough power in his personality, however, to throw 
the House into confusion by daring the members to supplement 
their attack on the rules with an attack on him. Having announced 
the results of the roll calls that symbolized the revolution, the Old 
Man, deserted by friends on whom he had counted, repudiated by 
party colleagues, but steady of voice and arm, discomforted the 
rebels by saying: E 


Actions, not words, determine the conduct and sincerity of man in 
the affairs of life. This is a government by the people acting through 
the representatives of a majority of the people. . . . 

The Speaker cannot be unmindful of the fact, as evidenced by three 
previous elections to the Speakership, that in the past he has enjoyed 
the confidence of the Republican Party of the country and the Repub- 
lican members of the House, but the assault upon the Speaker of the 
House by the minority, supported by the efforts of the so-called in- 
surgents, shows that the Democratic minority, aided by a number of 
so-called insurgents, is now in the majority, and that the Speaker of 
the House is not in harmony with the actual majority of the House, 
as evidenced by the vote just taken. 

There are two courses open for the Speaker to pursue—one is © 
resign and permit the new combination of Democrats and insurgents 
to choose a Speaker in harmony with its aims and purposes. The other 
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_ is for that combination to declare a vacanc 


y in the office of Speaker and 


_ proceed to the election of a new Speaker... 


y with Republican policies and de- 
y his own motion to precipitate 


__ The Speaker, being in harmon: 
__ sirous of carrying them out, declines b' 
_ acontest upon the House in the election of a new S eaker, a cont 
__ that might greatly endanger the final passage of all legislation pee 
g to redeem Republican pledges and fulfill Republican promises. 
__ This is one reason why the Speaker does not resign at once, And 
another reason is this: In the judgment of the present Speaker, a resigna- 
_ tion is in and of itself a confession of weakness or mistakes or an 
z apology for past actions. The Speaker is not conscious of having done 
anything wrong... . 
i The Speaker does believe and always has believed that this is a 
; government through parties, and that parties can act only through 
majorities. . . . The Speaker has always said that under the Constitu- 
__ tion, it is a question of the highest privilege for an actual majority at 
__ any time to choose a new Speaker, . . . and under existing conditions 
would welcome such action upon the part of the actual majority of 
the House, so that power and responsibility may rest with the Demo- 
cratic and insurgent members who by the last vote evidently constitute 
a majority of this House. The Chair is now ready to entertain such a 
motion. 
‘ 
The unexpected declaration of the Speaker's testament of faith 
_ in himself and in party government brought hysterical applause, 
even from Democrats like Clark. Middle-aged men ran to the well 
_ of the House in front of the Speaker's desk and shouted to gain 
Cannon's attention. Above the rest Cannon caught the voice of 
Norris moving for adjournment, to prevent the Speaker from fore- 
ing the House to make a judgment on his person. Burleson was 
__ crying over and over, “I offer the following resolution.” Suspect- 
ing Burleson’s purpose, Democratic Representative Swagar 
Sherley of Kentucky, screamed, “I move that the House do now 
adjourn.” “I demand the reading of my resolution,” shouted Burle- 
son, and from his seat Loudenslager, relishing the disorder in the 
ranks of the victors, hollered sardonically, “We have no rules 
_ Dow.” 
The faithful Tawney entered the fray on behalf of Cannon. 
_ “The gentleman from Texas [Burleson] has been recognized, 
he said. “My motion is privileged,” said Sherley. The Speaker 
instructed the clerk to read Burleson’s resolution: 
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Resolved, that the office of Speaker of the House of Representatives 
is hereby declared to be vacant, and the House of Representatives shal] 
at once proceed to the election of a Speaker. 


“The only motion before the House is the motion to adjourn,” 
said Sherley. Like Clark, he realized that the continuation of 
Cannon in the chair would provide the voters with a constant re- 
minder of Republican high-handedness that might provoke them 
to give the Democratic Party the control of Congress in the elec- 
tions of 1910 and control of the presidency in the elections of 1912, 
But not many members were looking ahead with Sherley and 
Clark. Some wanted the Speaker ousted; others wanted to give 
him his chance for vindication as a human being. His bold dare 
to his opponents filled the members once more with that old ad- 
miration on which he had erected his despotism in the first place. 
Seven progressive insurgents understood the danger to their 
cause in leaving Cannon in the chair, and voted with Burleson and 
the Democrats who followed him. They were Murdock, Nelson, 
Hal Cooper, Gronna, Lenroot, Lindbergh, and Poindexter. The 
majority of the members defeated Burleson’s resolution to remove 
Cannon from the Chair. 

The House adjourned on Saturday, March 19, at 5:30 p.m., and 
Cannon returned to his house on Vermont Avenue for the first 
time since he had left it after breakfast on Thursday. He was a 
different man. He was Speaker, and he still had authority to name 
every committee but the Rules Committee. Yet now that he had 
been successfully defied; men would no longer take his word for 
a command, Henceforth he could speak only for himself and not 
for others. "He lost his influence with the committees. Taft need 
no longer fear him or truckle to him, The Lucifers’ right to their 
Places in the Republican heaven was challenged no more. The 
events of the three days should give us confidence in our institu- 
tions. Representative government had proved its competence to 
act, and without resort to violence or meanness the legislators had 


freed the House, the President, th d th from 
the control of a despot. eee tues 
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_ JoserH Gurney Cannon has long since crossed over, but he is 


with us yet. Today government, having become the arbiter of 
_ society and the regulator of the contest between poor people and 
j people of property, follows the course and exercises powers which 
_ the American began to thrust upon it almost forty years ago in 
_ the great reaction from the conservatism which Cannon tried to 
preserve. Presidents of an era long after Cannon’s, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman, may appear responsible for the 
_ deep intrusion of government into private lives. But they shaped 
_ their policies in moulds forged in the heat of the struggle over 
Cannonism, during which progressive leaders gave its modem 
form to the idea that the American nation as a whole, expressing it- 

$ self through the federal government, is responsible for the well- 


} being of all the separate members of the nation. 


The role of Cannon was to quicken the pace and broaden the 
: scope of the process of enlarging the government's powers by forc- 
ing upon the American voters the issue of the nature of American 
government as relentlessly as the southern secessionists had 
forced upon them the issue of the nature of the American union. 
It was the southerners, the pro-slavery element, and not the 
abolitionists who precipitated the conflict that eliminated slavery; 
likewise it was the conservatives, not the changers, who brought 
on the struggle that led to the eae of nineteenth century 
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conseryatism. By inciting the progressives to oppose him as a per- 
son, Cannon at the same time prodded them to explore carefully, 
describe, and praise the areas where Cannon had forbidden them 
to go. 

iG a stimulant to political thought Cannon has seldom had a 
peer. His tariff policy in 1909 provided Theodore Roosevelt with 
the reason or the excuse for his return to political activity, which 
he had abandoned upon turning the presidency over to Taft, and 
the return led to Roosevelt's campaigning on a platform of pro- 
gressivism very closely allied, at least in its phraseology, with what 
in these days is commonly called liberalism. To give Taft a free 
rein, Roosevelt, after the inauguration of his successor, had betaken 
himself to Africa for hunting. There from letters he leaned about 
Cannon's conquest of the President and about the President's 
widening of the breach between the progressive and conserva- 
tive factions of the party. “Is President Taft leader or follower in 
his party?” Success Magazine asked its readers, and from all the 
answer came, “Follower.” 

Although Roosevelt’s correspondents suggested that he should 
continue to chase lions until after the elections of 1910, he wrote 
in a sarcastic letter to Editor Abbott of the Outlook a cryptic 
message in January 1910 indicating that he was coming home to 
take a hand in the campaigns preceding those elections. “As much 
as I should hate for the White House to see Cannon, Tawney, et 
al. defeated,” he said, “I fear I will be unable to delay my return 
on that account.” Aldrich attracted him, but Cannon, whom he 
had urged Taft not to cross, he described after the tariff fight as 
a “strong, hard, narrow old Boeotian,” who had “a much greater 
personal following [than Aldrich] but . . . excites even more 
hostility.” Once back in America in early summer 1910, Roosevelt, 
in dramatizing the gulf between himself and the Cannon-haunted 
Taft, mingled with the Progressives, publicly requested the elec- 
tion of progressives to Congress, and enunciated progressives’ 
ideas. The leading student of Roosevelt's progressivism, George 
E. Mowry, concludes that the former President was inspired in 
1910 more by determination to mend the split in the party, which 
portended loss of control of the presidency and of Congress, than 
by the leaders’ emphasis on conservatism itself. Whereas two years 
earlier Rooseyelt refrained from attacking Cannon out of fear 
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that he would thereby break up the party, now to attack Cannon 
seemed the only way to hold the party together. Roosevelt's scheme 
for removing the wedge which Cannon had driven between the 
7 factions with his talk of Lucifers was to deliver the party to the 
____ progressives. 
z But neither the progressive nor the conservative faction was 
strong enough to swallow the other. It grew apparent to Cannon's 
& followers that continuation of the party battle would perpetuate 
f division and disgust the voters with Republicans, Cannon 








_ spoke his mind indiscreetly. “When I cross over,” he said on the 
floor of the House in June 1910, “I would rather go keeping my 
_ self-respect than have the plaudits of all the uplifters and all 
the press that thunders for a purpose from false pretenses.” Such 
frankness agitated the conservatives even more violently than in 
1909. Even Sherman asked Cannon in July to say no more, but 
instead he went to Kansas to assault the progressives with speeches 
on their home grounds. By each word and action the Speaker 
_ drove the progressives further along the path toward novelty. 
* They could not halt their ideological advance as long as Cannon 
_ goaded them, Tawney grew alarmed. When the new Congressional 
Be clection campaign was beginning in August, he wrote to Mc- 
_ Kinley that the progressive newspapers and candidates for 
_ €lective office realized that the “success of insurgency depends 
primarily on keeping Cannonism before the people as an issue in 
this campaign.” Tawney recomménded that Cannon soft-pedal 
any interest which he might have in election to the Speakership 
of the House that was to be chosen in 1910. From other parts of 
the country standpat candidates for Congress beseeched him in 
letters for permission to tell their constituents that he would re- 
fuse to be Speaker again; otherwise “Cannonism” would defeat 
_ them. Nick Longworth, Roosevelt's son-in-law, joined the pell- 
mel] retreat from Cannon and announced that he would try to 
persuade the Republican caucus not to re-elect him Speaker. 
____ Cannon's abandonment by conservatives and progressives alike 
_ only made him more stubborn. “The question arises whether or 
. Not a course is open to you that will be beneficial to the party as 


z well as to yourself,” Representative Denby wrote to him from 
t Detroit in October. “I think it would be better for you and better 


. 


for the party if you should announce that, for whatever reason you 
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choose to give, you do not care to be a candidate for Speaker 

in, . . . Lam afraid there are districts in which your earnest 
friends are suffering loss of strength, and may suffer defeat, be- 
cause of their friendship for you.” Cannon replied: 


Many times during the last session of Congress I should have been 
very glad to be on the floor of the House addressing, “Mr. Speaker,” 
rather than be in the Speaker's chair, where necessarily I was pre- 
yented from defending myself and the party as I should have been 
glad to do. I could not resign, for that would have brought chaos; but 
Isincerely hoped when Representative Burleson offered his resolution 
declaring a vacancy in the Speakership that it would be agreed to. 
Then the responsibility would have been upon the majority that de- 
clared the vacancy, and, in my opinion, the political situation would 
be better than it is now. . . . God hates a coward, and for one I 
will not play that part. I will at least, come what may, retain my own 
self-respect, for I must associate with myself during the remainder of 
my life, 


A few days after Cannon explained himself to Denby, Roose- 
velt spoke briefly in Danville from the rear platform of a train 
and omitted mention of Cannon. “There is something that is even 
more important than political differences,” he said in an oblique 
reference to the Chicago tariff plank of 1908 and the tariff of 1909, 
“and that is the question of absolute honesty in public life.” The 
more bilious he grew over Cannon, the more original became his 
political science. “The man who wrongly holds that every human 
tight is secondary to his profit must now give way to the advocate 
of human welfare, who rightly maintains that every man holds his 
property subject to the general right of the community to regulate 
its use to whatever degree the public welfare may require it,” said 
Roosevelt in Osawatomie, Kansas. That thesis is the foundation 
for the going concern known as the “welfare state.” 

The campaigning of Roosevelt, however, did not save the Re- 
publicans from the consequences of reaction against Cannon's in- 
fluence in the party. The elections proved that Champ Clark had 
been sound in anticipating Republican defeat at the polls if Can- 
non could be kept in his prominent office. The insurgents paid 
dearly for not turning Uncle Joe out of the chair. The Democrats 
won control of the House (with the help of the votes of some con- 


THE HERITAGE 


_ servative men of property who voted against Republican candi- 
dates because progressive Republican doctrine repelled them). 


_ The Republicans carried the Senate, but the election of eleven pro- 


gressive Republicans (including LaFollette for his second term) 
_ gave them the opportunity to create an anti-standpat majority 
q « whenever they wanted to vote in league with the Democrats, 
- 


Tawney fell in Winona. The loss of the House to the Democrats 

meant that Cannon would not be elected Speaker again, but his 

q own constituents gave him a vote of confidence. “If you want tariff 

_ for revenue only,” he told them, “don’t vote for me. If you want 

Someone to continue tariff agitation in Congress, don’t vote for 

__me.” They re-elected him by a larger plurality than he had received 
in 1908. 

Soon afterwards a dark fate overtook heroes and villains alike, 
as the Republican temple, its pillars weakened by Cannon, fell 
| crashing about their heads. Many completed the disaster which 
_ Cannon had begun. Instead of unifying his party, Roosevelt 
_ cleayed it anew by dividing the progressives in two after the pro- 

_ §ressives had been split away from the conservatives. LaFollette 
_ wanted to run for the presidency in 1912 as the Republican nomi- 

_ hee on the progressive platform which the Chicago convention 
had hooted down in 1912, and Roosevelt wanted to run for the 
__ Same prize on a less radical but still progressive platform. In that 
mélange of ambition and jealousy, the conservative Republicans, 
__ who kept possession of the party machinery, nominated Taft; and 
_ Roosevelt became the candidate of the new Progressive Party. La- 
4 Follette, once more thrust into solitude, left alone by conserva- 

tives and progressives, too, supported a newcomer in the drama 
> of government, Woodrow Wilson, the Democratic rival of Taft 
_ and Roosevelt. A conservative historian, Wilson had caught the 
discontented temper of the times in 1911, when, as governor of 
__ New Jersey, he used the authority of the state government to re- 
strict the influence of property-holders over public and private 
; economy. He campaigned for the presidency in 1912 with pro- 
ressive arguments for the extension of federal power in order to 
_ cope with national economic and social problems. He neither went 
so far toward novelty as LaFollette nor stated his case with such 
~ exhilaration as Roosevelt. But the incubus of Cannon, hopelessly 
Severing the Republicans, and the unabated momentum of pro- 
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gressivism carried him into the presidency in 1918. Roosevelt pre- 
viously had sought election to three offices and won them all 
(Governor of New York, Vice President of the United States, and 
President of the United States); but the voters crushed him and 
Taft and Cannon, whose constituents chose another for the first 
time since 1890. Champ Clark attributed the Democratic victory 
to his party's shrewd exploitation of Cannonism. “Our revolution 
[through the Norris resolution] gave the Democrats the election 
of 1910, and then the House, Senate and presidency in 1912,” he 
wrote in his memoirs. 

The breaking of the conservative dam by Wilson’s election 
flooded the country with the reform legislation which Cannon 
had used his powers to hold back. The income tax amendment be- 
came part of the Constitution a week before Taft completed his 
presidential term. The amendment made possible the moder ex- 
pansion of the authority of the federal government, because federal 
power rests on federal funds. Wilson’s Federal Reserve Act inau- 
gurated the central control over banking and currency against 
which Cannon had fought through Vreeland. Postal savings were 
authorized by law. Congress revised the tariff downward in the 
Underwood Act, and the permanent tariff commission became a 
fact. Wilson’s Federal Trade Commission Act established the fed- 
eral government as the mentor of business ethics and gave it the 
authority to publicize tendencies toward monopoly in business. 
The temperance crusaders persuaded Congress to forbid the sale 
of alcoholic beverages anywhere in the United States. In ensuing 
years Congress imposed the literacy test on immigrants, and des- 
ignated the Appalachian and White Mountain reserves as national 
forests. Wilson's Clayton Act, buttressing the application of the 
anti-trust laws to industry, slightly improved the standing of labor 
unions in their appearances before judges in injunction proceed- 
ings. But it was a meager boon that Gompers received from Wil- 
son. Labor was the last faction in American society which bene- 
fited noticeably from the new conception of government. Except 
in Wisconsin the control of the reform movement that swept Can- 
non aside belonged to men who intended to save capitalism by 
benefiting the owners of capital. Norris successfully sponsored a 
bill in 1980 that at last freed the unions from the restraints of in- 
junction, but more than twenty years passed after Wilson’s inau- 
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F 
guration before the federal government, under the aegis of an- 
_ other Democratic President, Franklin Roosevelt, carrying forward 


_ the concepts of progress developed between 1910 and 1913, be- 
came the protector of the labor unions. ? 


Is Cannon to be praised or censured for his long-continued effort 
to hold back the waters that, when released, water-logged the no- 
tion of human inequality which imaginative political scientists 
_ once had drawn from the writings of Darwin? The elevation of 
_ government has not brought unalloyed blessings. It has given us 

physical security in the present, but it has made us insecure of 
“mind about the future. Application of Theodore Roosevelt's speech 
5 at Osawatomie enables people whose counterparts in 1910 lived 
in misery to enjoy many material comforts today. An American 
corporal receives the pay of a Hungarian general. Cadillacs are 
_ as common as polished walking sticks were half a century ago, We 
_ inhabit the real paradise of the proletariat, and business thrives, 
_ too. However, the optimism that brightened Cannon's view of the 
_ world is dying. When Edward Bellamy seventy-five years ago 
examined the future in Looking Backward, he foresaw continuous 
betterment and Progress in mortal existence. When George Orwell 
tecently examined the future in Nineteen Eighty-Four, he foresaw 
disaster. Each book sold well because it reflected accurately its 
"particular time. Bellamy and Orwell both described regimented 
civilizations; Bellamy, who had never seen regimentation, praised 
it, while Orwell, who had barely tasted it, predicted an existence 
_ of nausea, 

The struggle over the question whether the government ought 
to have some authority over private lives has given way to an 
oppressive world-wide controversy to determine whether there 

isa boundary beyond which the powers of government shall not 
extend. Nobody can predict whether the survival of our traditiqn 
of representative self-government, which long since recovered 
from the strain of Cannonism, will enable Americans to fix the 
point where the authority of government and the freedom of in- 
dividuals reach their nicest balance; or whether we are traveling 
‘in comfort to some rude, Sovict-like destination. The controversy 
has become world-wide, and it obscures the future because it is 
Punctuated by war. Cannon thought that the trend toward great 
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romoted war. He blamed German social- 
a Tapa aie ie generic word for our kind of statism] for 
World War I. “All this modern, militant international socialism, 
under various namés, should bear the familiar trade mark, ‘Made 
in Germany,” he wrote in 1919. “. . . . I suspect that the most 
destructive propaganda of Germany began years ago when she 
sent out to the world this idea of international socialism, which 
should unite the workingmen of all countries to direct and con- 
trol all governments in opposition to ‘capitalism as the controlling 
factor in fomenting war.” 


Cannon’s mistrust of government never faded. He believed to 
his death that his course from 1906 to 1910 was correct. While he 
lived, the country seemed to bear him out. His constituents re- 
tured him to the House in 1914, There he remained, a cheerful 
and conscientious member of the Appropriations Committee, un- 
til he retired in 1922, at the age of eighty-six, fifty years after the 
corn farmers of eastern Illinois first sent him to Congress. As a 
simple member of the House, he never bored his colleagues with 
boasting tales about his days of glory. “A hundred years from 
now,” he remarked in House debate, “they will say, ‘It does appear 
that there was a man from Illinois by the name of Cannon, but I 
don’t know much about him. There was another man by the name 
of Cannon in Congress from Utah, and it was said he had seven- 
teen wives,’” 

His villainy faded from public memory, although his colleagues 
in Congress refused in 1919 to elect Jim Mann to the Speakership 
because he had been the right-hand man of the tyrant from Illinois. 
The chair, however, had become a trapping of honor, not a source 
of power, as soon as Cannon left it, The House not only removed 
the Speaker from the Committee on Rules but also took from him 
the privilege of appointing the members of the other Committees. 
The friendly quality that Cannon had abused in the chair was 
shining forth anew at the time of Mann’s disappointment, and 
tourists urged their guides at the Capitol and-in Danville to give 
them a peek at the Old Man. Once more he became a national 
character, famous not for despotism but for humor and good-nature 
and for his incisive rejection of cant and frumpery. 

Not only he but his opinions returned to fashion. Roosevelt and 
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most of the flamboyant moralizers who 

_ in favor of progressivism in 1912 joined t 
_ the standpattism which they had condemned. The Republicans 
have represented conservatism ever since, The Scandinavians who 
_ had stirred the discontent along the Mississippi grew contented, 
_ and the other well-springs of radicalism dried up in most of the 
valley states. Cannon and Norris and LaFollette alone of all the 

_ leading characters who have moved through th 
the death utterly true to their own conception: 
or wavering. LaFollette offered his radicalism to the public as a 
basis for government when he ran for the presidency as the candi- 
_ date of a new party in 1924. Cannon remained the antithesis of 
‘LaFollette. He rejoiced when the country in 1920 elected War- 
_ ren G, Harding to the presidency in an Indian Summer resurgence 
_ of standpattism, under the label of “normalcy.” Fordney wrote a 
_ new high-protection tariff bill. Even the Democrats gave up pro- 
__ §ressivism and turned back in the general direction of John Sharp 
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quit the Republican Party 
he party again and blessed 


is book stayed to 
s, without fakery 


_, Williams when they nominated John W. Davis for the presidency 


in 1924. In the same year the voters elected a good businessman's 
_ Republican, Calvin Coolidge, to the White House and rebuffed 
LaFollette’s new appeals for reform. The politician’s nineteenth 
_ century was coming back for Cannon. 
__ Thus his spirit was comforted in his last years. Once more the 
_ U.S.A. was a “hell of a success,” The riches that abounded in the 
Country appeared to mean that a new golden age of prosperity 
had come to stay and that business had forever replaced govern- 
_ ment as the umpire of society. In 1926, well before later events 
_ could destroy those pleasing illusions and bring on America’s final 
Tejection of the opinions around which he had built his life as 
friend and despot, Cannon died in the house on Vermilion Street 
_ With his self-respect intact and with an extraordinary number of 
_ friends to mourn him. 
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